
Sticks and Tissue No 16 - March 2008
I’d like to thank the following contributors, without whom this newsletter would not be possible
Alan Jupp (Some of the plans), David Kinsella, Tony Penhall, Geoff Northmore, Tony Tomlin, Ted 
Tomlin, Spike Spencer, Bryan Targett, Martyn Pressnell, Mike Hawkins

If you can contribute any articles, wish to make your point of view known etc please send to james.i-
parry@tiscali.co.uk or phone 01202 625825. Should you email me an article please don’t use “Reply 
all” as it may be circulated to all recipients of the newsletter.

If you are using Word or Open Office the top and bottom margins are 2.3cm and left and right 1.9cm

The content does not follow any logical order or set out, it’s “as I put it in and receive”.

           

This picture shows Tony 
Tomlin’s Veron Mini 
Concord coming in to land at 
Epsom Downs.  See rest of 
story in newsletter.

Writings and opinions expressed are the opinion of the writer but not necessarily the 
complier/publisher of Sticks and Tissue. 
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SKYLARK (1958) BY SPIKE SPENCER
Designed and developed by the late John Singleton,  (June 1934 - April 2007)
A short history of this early aerobatic oldie by ‘Spike’ Spencer (Salisbury MFC).  John drafted the 
historical detail, incorporated below, in about 2002.
Skylark - The current model is a replica of John’s design from 1959, which he built about five years 
ago.  He had incorporated a few strengthening upgrades to make the bare airframe less flexible, 
because the originals were covered with nylon and given several coats of cellulose dope, making 
them quite rigid and warp resistant.  Modern heat-shrink covering materials do not impart the same 
rigidity.  Back in the early 1960s John flew Skylarks in aerobatic competitions with some success. 
Also, Ed Johnson flew one, which was equipped with a Rupert twin diesel and a vacuum system, 
which operated a set of “full-house” controls.  Ed was also successful in many aerobatic 
competitions with this model.  
John’s final wish was that I took charge of this model and its associated equipment, on the 
understanding that it continues to fly in SAM and OW events for as long as possible.  In addition, the 
part plan for the model showing the strengthening mods should be incorporated into the original 
drawings.  An example of this upgraded design will be made and test flown before the design is 
offered for publication.
The model was passed to me by John some months before he died in 2007 with the intention of 
keeping his (slightly modified Mk2) prototype flying regularly, rather than gathering dust.   I have 
had no problem whatsoever in complying with that wish - it’s a joy to fly and has appeared on 
several occasions at Old Warden and at Cocklebarrow.  I did note that some of the more ‘crusty’ 
Vintage exponents at the latter looked at this very aerobatic model with some disdain, until I fully 
explained its design date and provenance. The prototypes were first built in 1958 with the first 
competition flying in 1959.  This was John’s first low wing aerobatic design and was rather unusual 
at that time when most models were either high or shoulder wing, mostly derivatives of free flight 
design and experience and many pundits had stated that low wing models would lack stability.  The 
original models were fitted with OMU valve reed/relay receivers, which at that time were not 
superhet and could only be flown one at a time. Those early models also used home made servos that 
were later replaced with Bonner Duramites once they became available.  A variety of engines, K & 
B, Veco and O.S were used, none of which used a silencer.  This current model is still powered by 
John’s original twin-plug MERCO .61.
Ed. Johnson (still an active member of SMFC) also used a Skylark but his utilised the German 
Steigmier vacuum system, but that’s another story.  Both Ed. and John flew in all of the National 
competitions possible with some success.  They also flew in many more Area competitions around 
the country. 
The Aeromodeller Annual of 1960 contains a list of the major events where the SKYLARK first 
featured. 

Sept ‘59 Northern Gala, Rufforth. 
1st. Chris Olsen 2nd. Ed.Johnson 3rd. John Singleton. 

Stockport Advertiser Rally 
1st. John Singleton 2nd. Ed. Johnson 3rd. Paul Rogers. 

June ‘60 British Nationals 
1st.Frank Van Den Bergh 2nd. E. Coppard 3rd. John Singleton. 

2



In those early days when John and Ed were 
‘pushing the RC envelope’ at Chalgrove, I 
was  just  starting  to  emerge  as  a  CL  and 
glider builder/flyer  having previously been 
a mere ‘fetcher-mite’ watching early single-
channel activity on Port Meadow nearby at 
Oxford.  I was a spectator at the Nats when 
Frank  V-D-B flew in  such  dramatic  style 
and can therefore claim to have been ‘on the 
spot’ as it were.  
Weather  permitting,  this  SKYLARK  will 
fly again in 2008 while I build and draw the 
updated plan in slower time.  We should be 
at  Cocklebarrow,  the Cornbury Fly-in  and 
OW Mayfly events. 

(Editor’s notes) 
Graphics:

SKYLARK plan:  .jpg image scanned from 
RCM&E  Jan  1961  (copyright  if  used 
commercially)

                              
Me and son, Nick (North Berk RMAS) at                           John Singleton with original competition 
Cocklebarrow Farm in October 2006, preparing to fly.                 machine, circa May 1959. 
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Doug McHard designed Hurricane

Earl Stahl ME109

4



More vintage by Tony Penhall

Currently following the exploration of your excellent DVD featuring pre war models and pioneers, I 
felt I would build Maxwell Bassett’s Miss Philadelphia 1V.  Got hold of a plan from Brian Martin.
TEXACO, Oh yes all those aspiring fellas’ eager to win the coveted trophy back then.  Must have 
been wonderful times of experimentation.  I can just imagine the excitement in the thought that ‘This 
could be the winning model’ Brown Junior up front, and doped bamboo paper covering, the lovely M 
& M airwheels, wooden propellers and not a flight timer in sight!
It would be Max Bassett in ’33 and ’34, Frank Tlush in ’36 with his streamline monocoque 9 feet 
span machine.  Then Fiske Hanley in 1937.  But a lesser known pioneer who built complicated 
sheeted models was Leo Weiss of the Bamburger Club in New York.  Leo hollowed out his fuselage 
from solid balsa for the 1935 twin finned machine he made.  The wing was covered in thin sheet 
balsa and spanned 6’ 6”.  Powered by the Brown Junior and flown at about half throttle to conserve 
fuel and launched the ship at the St. Louis National event in the Texaco competition.  Leo won the 
contest with a flight of over an hour in a flight assisted by thermal activity, as most of the Texaco 
models did then.  Leo very nearly beat the flight time of Joe Kovel who then held the world record 
for a gasoline powered model with time of one hour four minutes forty seconds as Hadley Field in 
1935.
Leo’s 1936 model was a larger model at nine feet span, which employed his previous techniques in 
construction, the favoured monocoque with sheeted wings and empennage plus a Huleman built 
engine.  Little is known of the flight characteristics of this model, but Leo is seen here posing with 
the giant.
But for the records, the 1935 Nationals at St. Louis attracted twenty four contestants in the Texaco 
event.  Frank Tlush entered his beautiful nine foot span streamline machine with home built Super 
Ace engine aboard but his official flight got away from the timers after only 18 minutes.  Joe Kovel 
flew his Brown Junior powered KG but could only stay aloft for a little more than thirty one minutes. 
There were a lot of flights, which terminated in crashes and many cases where engines refused to 
start.  Nothing’s new! Any one got a Jules Verne time machine handy?  Be great to slip back to those 
days to see it all happening.  Hope this little treatise may tweak your imagination anyway.

            
Left Joe Kovel world duration record holder           Joe Korvel’s original 1933 KG model at the AMA
of KG fame.  Walter Goid designer of the RC ‘Guff’
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Joe Korvel attends 8’ span KG1 at Mitchell           Mike Granieri prepares Frank Tlush’s 1936
Field 1933                                                              Texaco winning model at the AMA, Muncie USA

  

          

B Brown  M Bassett  F Tlush  J Kovel  M Granieri      Leo Weiss Texaco winner 1935 Nats. St. Louis  
Pioneers from the pre war era at the AMA museum

                       

Leo with his 1936 Hurleman .60 engined 9’ span                       Joe Kovel attends his Kovel Grant 1 
monocoque at Detroit                                                                   at Mitchell Field 1934 Brown Junior
                                                                                                      engine. Look at the formal dress!
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Frank Tlush 1936 Texaco Championship winner
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KK Electric Falcon from Bryan Targett

Any interest, my electric KK Falcon, 1300watt out runner, 16x10 prop, 6cell 3,700 LiPo, climbs 
vertical, but with a few more bands on the wings!
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This plan was kindly sent from USA by Roland Friestad,  Editor SAM Speaks.
His website being        www.fullsizeplans.com
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BOURNEMOUTH M.A.S. LIBRARY

OFFERS:-           PLANS INDEX ON CD         Index of Plans in all:- 
 Aeromodeller,  Aeromodeller Annuals, 

Model Aircraft,   F.M.D.C., 
SAM 35 Speaks,  SAM Yearbooks,  

SAM 1066 Clarion,  etc.
Also in those European and American magazines currently held in the Library

SPANNING 1935 THROUGH TO 2007.
NEEDS MICROSOFT EXCELL, which enables you to sort by MODEL NAME, 
DESIGNER, WING SPAN, MAGAZINE etc.  Please note that this is an INDEX 
of plans, there are no actual plans on the CD
Price  £4.00 on the field

£5.00 by first class post to the U.K.
£6.00 by Airmail Worldwide

The price covers the costs and a contribution to the BMAS library fund.
Payment by cash or sterling cheque payable to:-
R. Tiller, 41 Delisle Road, Bournemouth, BH3 7NG, England 
Payment by PayPal to roy.tiller@ntlworld.com

(If you don’t have Microsoft Excel download Open Office, I prepare S&T using it. Will open all  
Microsoft documents such as excel, word etc .It’s free, 98Mb download. JP) 
http://www.openoffice.org/
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CLUB CLASSIC RUBBER – MIDDLE WALLOP SUNDAY 24 March 2008 by Martyn 
Pressnell

Vic Wilson with his Urchin

This event coincided with a singularly cold spell of unseasonable weather, putting a blight on these 
three days of model flying. The Sunday was cold yes – but accompanied by a strong wind with rain 
and occasional snow showers, it proved unsustainable by many. Club Classic rubber attracted four 
entrants  and two completed  three qualifying  flights  to  the two minutes  maximum.  Models  were 
landing within the airfield and the models were perfectly prepared to operate in the conditions, it was 
just that most flyers were reluctant.
Our congratulations go to Vic Wilson and Andrew Longhurst. Both survived the ordeal, with six 
minutes each. They wisely agreed to declare a tie and not participate in a fly-off. Andrew who held 
the trophy last year generously wished Vic to hold it this time around.
The models used by the joint winners were a Marcus Lightweight (Andrew Longhurst) and an 
Urchin (Vic Wilson). These two designs are very similar and have always been prominent in Club 
Classic Rubber. The next CCR event will be at Middle Wallop in August at SAM Euro Champs, 
when the weather will be splendid.

This Hermes 
Major plan can 
be obtained from 
Martyn Pressnell 
on 
01590 677146
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Rocketeer
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Vic Smeed Pander EG100
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A few stills of F G Boreham in 1956 and similar model to accompany the plan
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David Kinsella’s column

Boats
Tomboys are great and we’ve built and enjoyed them.  But here is Vic as 
editor of Model Boats about to launch Genie, his 50 in semi hardchine 
Marblehead described in the magazine.  Vane steering requires daughter 
Michele to catch and turn the boat when it reaches the other side.  A 
number sail as well as fly, old pond yachts in great demand.  One in a 
Knightsbridge window measured all of 9 ft, came with an instruction book 
and carried a five figure price tag.  Estate lakes swallowed tiny craft so big 
was best.  I believe the record is around 12 ft.  While his lordship 
discussed the City or doings in the Empire it was the job of the chauffeur 
or sailing master to get the yachts ready.  Those were the days – for some!

Ian Remembered
Good to see Bond stamps on sale.  The Telegraph remarked that the books ‘came from a well stocked 
mind’.  Bomber Command helped with the making of Thunderball, but gales of laughter greeted an 
early screening for the boys in blue.  One of the bomber crew was seen to go aft – but in this 
aeroplane there was no aft facility at all!

More VTR?
In his card David Finch (VTR200 winner, etc, etc) mentioned the need for a VTR gathering this 
summer (thank goodness it wasn’t last year!).
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The O.W. weather just has to be better and I’d put up a few prizes for a modest affair this year and a 
big one in 2009.   Perhaps the Speed boys would care to join in.  More news later.  David and 
Midlands chums fly the great designs and motors, built-up wings and all!”

Flashman
Sir Max Hastings of Telegraph fame pointed out that stinkers as well as good 
guys get to the top.  Certainly true of Sir Harry Flashman VC, many around the 
world believing every word!  But it was all invention from the pen of George 
MacDonald Fraser, now departed.  Living on the Isle of Man, he told me that 
items from his collection were used in the jacket designs for these books. 
George wrote Bond scripts and serious history.

Early Air Mail
Crowned Emperor at the Delhi Durbar of 1911 (senior elephants supported add-height boots) King 
George V collected stamps, all held in 325 great albums.   Here the spread of the Empire was of great 
assistance.  As a result of the Empire Air Mail scheme of 1934 it was agreed that all mail would be 
carried by Imperial Airways in C Class flying boats, of which Canopus (navigating star) was the 
first.  At 200mph the Short C was as fast as many fighters and routes stretched to Africa, India, 
Singapore and Australia with thoughts of a New York service.  A Canopus pilot, James Peers, has 
assisted with a fine model of this aeroplane )08704603456).

Vulcan
The link between Lancaster and Vulcan may have surprised.  But Chadwick 
joined the Manchester firm in 1911 and by 1931 he was in the chief designer’s 
chair at A V Roe, all great days ahead.  The delta shape was well on the way 
during Roy’s life, the picture of a model 698 Vulcan dating from the first weeks 
of 1947.  The Avro Tudor crash was months away, Davies and Farren then 
helming the Great War machine project, which astonished when demonstrated by lounge suited Roly 
Falk.

Alan’s Avro
Some years ago Alan Walker built a 10ft Vulcan.  It took four years and flew well thanks to two 15cc 
engines producing 12bhp.  Close to 44 lbs did not cramp a stunning ‘Vulcan climb’.  If only I’d room 
for it.

Classical RAF
Stretching a point this time but the Empire unites.  Francis C Chichester was many things: pilot, 
sailor, author, explorer, and businessman.  Born in Devin, Marlborough and Brooklands followed, 
then it was New Zealand.  A Flt Lt in NZAF, he made several sensational flights and collected 
awards for navigation.  A director of the Guildford Timber Co, his map business was in St James’s 
Place, London.  Camper & Nicholson built the last Gypsy Moth, of which he was less than fond, but 
in it celebrated his 65th birthday in a green velvet jacket quaffing champagne.

Big Stuff
Plans for really big models – flying forests of prepared balsa – are there for us all thanks to Paul 
Howkins of Coventry (02476405126).   The service is prompt and the quality first class.  Paul’s list 
has appeared in S&T, so if you fancy a free flighter in the 8ft range or even larger you need look no 
further.  I’ve invested in three for the future.

Give Us the Tools
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Buck & Ryan are at new premises in Holborn (02074309898).  They sell the best tools and in great 
variety too.  Second best is never the answer.  B&R stand for continued quality – since 1824!

SE5a
I’m looking for a Top Flite or Duncan Hutson SE5a kit, both producing excellent results.  If you 
have one or know of one a call to 07942 721111 will set the ball rolling.

Competition Time
Famous for his kits, the Falcon displays at Fairlop, his signature white shirt and braces, the great 
Eddie Keil died in a car crash on 13 November 1968.  Pro British, multi skilled and good business, 
Eddie fought the Purchase Tax battle in 1950 and saved Mercury kits.  Now for the comp:

1. Name your Keil Kraft kit and why you like it best – 15 words.
2. Say why you enjoy S&T so much – 15 words.

The winner will receive £40.00 and a book with S&T certificate.  Final comp details next month.

Thermalee
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Words from Tasmania by Mike Hawkins,  President, Hobart Model Aero Club 
Inc.

I am originally from Sunningdale in the UK and started modelling in the mid 1950’s and used to fly 
on Chobham Common. I built my first radio model about 1959, it was a Vic Smeed ‘Electra’ 
powered by an ED Hunter and the radio was an ED ‘Boomerang ‘ system. It wasn’t very successful 
(I know why now!) but it inspired me with an interest in aeromodelling and ham radio that has lasted 
all my life.

 I have attached photo’s of a project that I have been 
working on for two years now that may be of interest to 
you, a complete radio control system and aircraft 1950’s 
style. No prizes for guessing the KK Junior 60, power is a 
PAW 2.5, and the radio system is a home made replica. The 
transmitter is the ‘Aeromodeller’  design from the book 
‘Simple Radio 
Control’ and the 
receiver is the 
Tommy Ives ‘Ivy’ 
single valve 

design from the original RCM&E magazine. Everything 
works very well considering the technology and I have 
demonstrated it to various modelling and ham radio 
 groups, however the model has not flown yet, I am still 
trying to work up the courage to do so!
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 Should any readers be interested in the finer details of building the radio or getting the components/ 
batteries etc, I would be pleased to correspond with them.

 

Covering with Tissue over Mylar by Tony Tomlin
                                                                                 
Since being involved with the Tomboy3s competition over the last 2+ years I have been covering my 
Tomboys with tissue over Mylar. This has paid dividends in making the covering tougher and, I now 
realise, lighter. After reading an article by Mike Woodhouse in an aeromodelling publication I made 
my first attempt at covering. The Mylar I used was 5 micron clear under Esaki Lite Flite Tissue.
Starting on the wing. After sanding the structure very smooth, as any imperfections will stick up like 
a sore thumb, I used Balsaloc as an adhesive thinned slightly with water. Using a piece of plastic 
sponge I applied the Balsaloc to the leading and trailing edge, ribs, tips etc. The adhesive was applied 
to the sheeted areas to give a strip approx ¼” wide adjacent to the open structure. I did try thinned 
down Evostick but found the fumes irritating to my eyes and it was very difficult to apply.
Next thing was to cut the Mylar to size. I found the only successful way, without tearing, was to use 
a cutting mat and a brand new Wilkinson Sword [or equivalent] razor blade. Using pliers I carefully 
snapped the blade in half pushing the ’blunt’ edge into a piece of ¼” square balsa strip long enough 
to cover the back of the blade. This was locked in place with a drop of cyano giving a useful handle. 
After cutting the Mylar a little oversize all round I applied my first panel to the underside of half of 
the wing.
Using a heat shrink iron, set at a mid range setting, the Mylar was laid in place and ‘tacked’ along the 
leading and trailing edges ribs /tips etc. There is no need to get it drum tight at this stage. The iron 
heat is then increased to about 75% of its max. heat settings and the covering shrunk in place. Any 
creases can be removed with a little extra heat. If any warps seem to have crept in these can be 
removed with heat and reset by an opposite twist to the structure. The surplus Mylar is then cut away 
and the top surface is then tackled by cutting the Mylar to allow the edges to just touch at the leading 
edge and cut off square at the trailing edge. After completing the wing covering with Mylar we come 
to the easy bit. 
When covering with tissue, the tissue is applied rough side up with the grain running tip to tip. 
Starting with a bottom panel, I first tried applying the tissue wet and doping through starting from the 
centre. I found I was unable to get the tissue to lay smoothly on the wing and finished up with a ball 
of soggy tissue. The next attempt was to apply the tissue dry doping through onto the Mylar and then 
water spraying. Success? No! I finished up with creases! Then at last success after I applied the 
tissue dry and used Pritt Stick as an adhesive. Easy,  and clean to do.  After waiting a couple of hours 
for the adhesive to dry I lightly water sprayed the wing and left it overnight.
Overnight the tissue had dried and was taught and crease free. For doping I used Nitrated Low 
Taughtening dope from Flitehook. This was thinned to a 2/3rd thinners to1/3rd dope mixture and the 
dope was applied with a soft brush. Only two coats were applied giving a good semi gloss finish and, 
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because the Mylar film is totally air proof, the covering was complete. The finished structure is now 
certainly much stronger and, due to the dope evaporating only into the air and not into the structure, 
you have finished with a lighter airframe. Disadvantages. Requires a lot of patience, Mylar film 
sticks to clothes etc with static and has to be cut with a very sharp blade. Advantages  Stronger, 
airproof, lighter than doped tissue. Tissue can be butted edge to edge using different colours for wing 
stripes as a vision aid.
Improvements. I have recently been using 10 micron Mylar. This is easier to handle and is a good 
deal stronger. The weight difference on a Tomboy is only a few grams more, certainly worth the 
extra strength.
Suppliers:
Free Flight Supplies. Tel 01603457754 Web site: http://www.freeflight supplies.co.uk
Flitehook.  Tel 02380861541  Web site:http:// www.flitehook.net

20

http://www.flitehook.net/
http://www.freeflight/


21



PAA loader from Darkest Devon by Ted Tomlin

Nearly finished wheels to be soldered on and perhaps a bit 
more dope on 
the fus, all the 
controls work 
well weight wise 
it weighs 16 ozs 
not bad as free 
flight weight 
with dummy is 
about 14 ozs.  I 
will take some 

more picts of the 
other details soon 
but at the moment all my camera batteries have gone 
flat or duff at the same must be the Martians or just old age.
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Another few photos of Tony’s Mini Concorde.  Powered by 
an OS 15 3 2.49cc it goes like the clappers.  It performs 
aerobatics very well despite being only 3 channel, rolls are 
fast and accurate.  Amazingly to pick the model up one 
risks extensive damage, hernia, back problems you name it.
It’s rude to ask how much a model weighs but this one, it is 
a lot.  But it does fly so very well.  It has just been 
“remodelled” and benefits from lightweight gear, Rx, 
battery, servos so the weight has come down.
The model is believed to be one of the first kits produced 
(Phil Smith may read this and offer an opinion) in that the 

fin is of ply.  The model spent 20 years or so in Ted’s, Tony’s brother, loft following a crash, it was 
already about 20 years old then.  Tony has owned it for 4 years and repairs are too numerous to 
catalogue.

   

Kolibrik by Geoff Northmore

              Couldn't help noticing the plan of the Kolibric in the last issue. If anyone is tempted to build 
it be ready for a rather difficult model to build and trim - it's a dog of the first water. My Koli was an 
enlarged version for an O.S.40FS built about 20 years ago and the photos show it at O.W. and at my 
home. It was a horrible model to control, as it always tended to sideslip on turns and was very 
inconsistent in performance. The photo of Alan Wright and Geoff 
Stubbs with their respective free flight versions was taken at O.W. 
about 5 years ago. Alan launched his on a teat glide and the resulting 
damage ended any chance of a powered flight. Geoff Stubbs said his 

was trimmed and 
performed well. He 
launched and a 
good flight ensued. 
He then launched again and the model behaved like 
a real Koli - out of trim and striking the ground a 
blow! SAM 35 Speaks had quite a few letters and 
other info. on Koli adventures - mostly disasters I'm 
afraid. If anyone is still tempted to have a go the 
fuselage is best built using a horizontal crutch with 
half formers and the wing incidence could need 

adjusting. Anyway the best of British if you have a go! Geoff.
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Tomboy 3

On the subject of Tomboys, which I know we weren’t, I had a go at re doing the original plan just for 
the Tomboy 3 competition.  The T3 model.  Here is the result.  If anyone wants a copy let me know 
and I’ll send as a tif or cal file, the former can then be taken to a printer and printed off full size. 
Some printers can do others can’t.  Of course I suppose copyright applies? So you wouldn’t be able 
to use the plan but can’t see a problem in looking at to see changes then send off to Argus or 
whatever they are called now and spend a small fortune in getting a legitimate original F/F version!
Belair will supply a part kit for this plan.
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Vintage photos

                  
Wimbledon 1922 DA Paveley?                                             USA 1930

               
Captain C E Bowden (Not yet Colonel) 1932                         1932 Oz photo

          
1939 Dublin meeting                                             1946 another Oz picture taken at Melbourne  

Don’t forget the first Veron Junior Combi competition at Middle Wallop 27 
April.  If you’ve not yet got a plan or built a model there is plenty of time so go 
for it.

As always the Combi plans can be obtained from Phil Smith on 01202 433431 as can the Mini Con-
cord plan all Veron and loads of others.  I can supply list as mentioned loads of times before.

R/C Vintage and Tomboy 3 event this coming Sunday 30 March at Wellingbor-
ough.   Post code NN8 6BS     Sywell Road.  Organised by David Boddington
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