
Sticks and Tissue No 50 – January 2011
I’d like to thank all the contributors, without whom this newsletter would not be possible.

If you can contribute any articles, wish to make your point of view known etc please send to or phone 01202 
625825       JamesIParry@talktalk.net     

Thanks to Mark Venter back issues are available for download from   http://www.cmac.net.nz/

Writings and opinions expressed are the opinion of the writer but not necessarily the compiler/publisher of 
Sticks and Tissue. The content does not follow any logical order or set out, it’s “as I receive and put in”.

Taken at Old Warden on 27 June 2010 is this picture of Ron Moulton and Vic Smeed.  Not until I dug out this 
photo did I realise it was the pair of them.  Who’d have thought that a few months later both would be gone!
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I’ve just been reminded (had it pointed out) that this is the half a century issue - number 50.  I’d better go  
and get a cup of cha and get ready for the next 50!

I do hope that from now and for next few years, at least, the front page photo will be of a model instead of a sad 
loss.
 This month has seen a fantastic number of Aeromodellers sending in photos and a few words, that’s what it is 
all about.  Please please any photos you have, current projects, old models (Don’t type that into Google search), 
anecdotes etc etc share with all of us, before it’s too late!
 The engine photos are a regular feature and give pleasure to many and there are enough to last a few more 
years, however there will be a change in their presentation starting now. A couple of readers have sent
 in photos of their motors and these start to appear this month, but on that note why not take a photo or two of 
your engines and send to me for inclusion alongside the great photos already supplied.  If possible take
 the photo at high resolution, on a white background and ensure there is nothing nearby that may reflect onto it. 
I’m hoping for loads of such photos and they will appear each month a few at a time.  Also any
 anecdotes, notes etc would be good.  We kick off this month with engine photos from Bob Angel, Derick Scott, 
Brian Cox and Martin Radcliffe.

Richard  “Old Bill” Bavin by Rich Harris

It was with great sadness that I heard the news that my good friend and regular to ‘Sticks and Tissue’ Richard 
Bavin passed away suddenly just after Christmas.
    I have known Richard for about 4 years after he decided to give a couple of my autogyros designs a go, and 
some fine examples he built to!
    Remembering  back to that first phone call from Richard it felt like I had known him for years, from that day 
on I had regular weekly ‘calls’ that I am sure  many others did to. My family knick named him ‘Barge Man’ as 
he lived on a barge by the name of ‘Old Bill’, my family  could never understand why I could talk modelling 
for hours and hours to him.
     My first meeting with Richard was quite an experience, ‘Old Bill’ was a modelling paradise and like nothing 
I had seen before. He made me welcome into his home and showed me his vast collection of models, photos, 
plans and engine collection. If ever I needed help with a model or old engine he was the man to ask , if he 
didn’t know then he knew someone who did.
    His taste in models was very much like mine as he liked things ‘different’, so much that I purchased a couple 
of his models. The Bowden mouse is one of the strangest biplanes I have seen but, there is something about it 
that is likeable. I fly this model on a regular basis and thoroughly enjoy its flight characteristics along with its 
presence in the air. After my first flight with it I phoned Richard to tell him what a great model it was, he 
shuddered as I told him how well it looped! A few days later I had a couple of photos of when he built the 
wings with a message saying, look at the structure and be careful! (there isn’t a lot!).
    I had the pleasure of flying alongside him on several occasions as from time to time he and ‘Poppie’ his dog 
popped down for an afternoon of flying fun. The last time was last summer, he had an urge to rekindle his C/L 
gene from years gone by. My father also enjoys C/L so off they went ‘doing there giddy stuff’ for a few hours 
like a couple of 50‘s teenagers. From memory he brought along to maiden a Blue Pants, Tethered Trainer and a 
Perky. All of these models were expertly finished and flew really well, on leaving he said the ‘Blue Pants’ was 
a little to much for him and gave it to my father….that’s the kind of person he was.
  My last meeting with him was just before Christmas on my way back from a ‘Chester Christmas shopping 
trip’, it is sad to think that this would be the last time I would meet up with him.
  As a surprise I sent him a ‘Southern 60’ Ben Buckle kit as a Christmas present as he was itching to build 
something as usual, a phone call on Christmas eve thanking me was my last conversation with him. I was 
telling him about my new Pitcairn PCA-2 project and the prospect of building a strange vintage design called 
the ‘Cobra’. 
  The Pitcairn has now flown and I’m sure he would have been watching from his building board up there, 
giving his ‘2 thumbs up’ as he always did.
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 Ironically he had just finished Vic Smeed's latest design of a low wing sportster (I forgot the name) and was 
looking forward to flying it after the cold snap we have had. As you are probably well aware we have also sadly 
lost Vic.
 I will proceed with my ‘Cobra’ build but in miniature to around 30” span sometime this year in his name. I will 
send some photos when I am done if there is interest?

I made a few videos from the days Richard came down flying at my local field over the last couple of years 
here.

Blue Pants                      http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3XNKuP9Vko

Tethered Trainer             http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWs6WJblm4k

Richard flying his 1937 ''SkyRocket'..with 'Poppie' barking in the background!

                http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZljz3p4qvs

One of my Pitcairn flying                 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLFV__YtdBw

 ‘Barge Man’ will be missed but never forgotten, my thoughts are with his family. The models I have of his will 
be flown for a very long time to come and enjoyed just as he would have wanted.
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All you control line flyers who bemoan the lack of meetings events and so on get your models ready and 
fly at Middle Wallop on      24 April – Sunday, 8 May Sunday,    28 August - Sunday

And Wimborne MAC on  3 July - Sunday and 16 October -  Sunday

That’s 5 meetings in the South and as the saying goes   “use them or lose them”

Wessex League events – the calendar is just about ready and proceedings will kick off on 

27 March Tomboy and power duration   Wimborne MAC - Cashmoor
17 April   600RES               Wimborne MAC -  Cashmoor         more info          http://www.wessexaml.co.uk/

Wimborne MAC RC Vintage is Sunday 22 May 2011
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From Allen Teal in NZ

Thanks for the emails with pictures of various engines, all interesting viewing.  Have been enjoying getting 
back into diesels again myself.  The distinctive smell brings back 
memories including my mother complaining of my jerseys reeking of 
the stuff!
Thought you may be interested in a couple of my recent acquisitions. 
The first is an Ohlsson 23 spark ignition engine from a deceased 
estate. This was from an old modelling buddy of mine.  What is 
interesting is that I have received a couple of items from this estate 
and the rest were sold off early
this (2010) year.  A few weeks ago I had a telephone call from the son 
saying that three, yes three, other vintage models had been discovered 
being stored at another location.  All were Texaco models, designed 
by the deceased, Reg Truman, the other two being fitted with Cox 
engines.  The Ohlsson is fitted to a slightly larger free flight model 
complete with vintage timer for engine cut out.  The engine turns over 
very freely and has good compression.  All three were offered to me 
before being put on an internet trade site. Needless to say, I didn't need 
to be asked twice!
Looking forward to running the sparky but it will be a learning curve 
as I have not even seen one run before.  There are some experienced 

vintage modellers here in New Zealand who I am sure will assist me in this regard.
Have already had some very good assistance from other modellers with spark ignition engines via the internet - 
what a wonderful help the internet is connecting 
modellers from all over the world. 
I also have recently purchased an original Mills 
1.3cc diesel from another flying buddy. When I 
collected the engine, he also 'threw in' a model that 
was being built specifically for the engine.  It is a 
Heron Gas Buggy, a lovely slow flyer of around the 
1939 era.  This kit was produced by Airsail in NZ - 
unfortunately it is no longer available.  Included 
with the model I received were two mini servos and 
a pair of Trexlor blow up wheels.  I am in the 
process of restoring this model as, although never 
flown, it had been covered and this was in need of 
some attention.  All the covering has been stripped 
off and, as you will see from the photo, I have begun recovering in airspan.  Have a way to go yet but progress 
will be zero for a while with work taking me away until the end of February.
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The “Middy” Duration model by J S Evans from May 1945 Aermodeller
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This small model was officially tested by the 
AEROMODELLER staff—which means a great 
deal!
Even after the ministrations of this body, whose 
tender feelings where models are concerned 
have long since atrophied, the “Middy” came 
through all the strenuous tests with flying 
colours, having proved itself virtually 
çrashproof. The model was tested on four 
strands of 1/4 in. by 1/30 in. rubber, and on 
average turns clocked a regular 45 secs. The amazing thing about this model when trimmed for right-hand 
circular flight, is the way it consistently makes three circuits, then glides in very flatly to a point seldom more 
than 20 ft. from the launcher—a great boon to one’s “poor old feet.”
The model flies very well indeed on the four strands of rubber used, - but the performance is considerably
improved when powered with six. To sum up, the hallmarks of this model are simplicity, stability and
consistency. We have no hesitation, in recommending it to our readers as an excellent general purpose model, 
especially suitable for the beginner to the hobby, who wishes to build his first duration model.
Construction and Flying.
The fuselage is built in the same manner as an ordinary slabsider, i.e., two sides are built on top of each other 
on the plan. Cut all cross-members first, four for each station. When the two sides have been built on the plan 
and the cement has set, they may be separated with a razor blade. It is best to put in the centre members first, 
using cardboard jigs or cardboard formers to preserve the shape ; wait till the cement has set, then insert the 
remaining front and rear spacers, drawing each end of the fuselage together with rubber bands, using one at 
each station as the cross-members are inserted.
The wings are constructed in the usual manner: a tracing should be taken of the port wing so that when
reversed it will form the plan of the starboard wing. The rest of the construction follows conventional practjce 
the only point where great care is needed is with regard to the wire wing mounts which must be let in exactly as 
shown on the wing rib section in order to preserve correct incidence on both wings.
For normal flying in a small field, power with four strands 1/4- in. by 1/30 in. rubber, but for a really snappy 
climb six strands should be used. Trim for right-hand circular flight and flattest gliding angle in the usual 
manner, Little or no downthrust should be required. If the plan is strictly adhered to no packing for incidence 
should be necessary; the dihedral angle may be increased if extra stability is needed on windy days, etc., by 
bending the wire wing mounts upwards.

From Tamas Krasmo - Hungary

Good Morning M. James Parry! Meine kolléga CO Scale models: YAK-12A, Jodel BEBE-D9,
Fournier RF-4D, Wolksplane VP-1
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    Liebe M. James Parry! Meine CO motor modells! Ich Habe 7 Co Makett modell. " Taylor Craft, Luton
    Minor, Bestiola, Motor Tutor,Tip, Pinter Pool". Tomas Krasso Hongrie-Ungarn.
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                                                                                                           Hier CO Engines-Motor:

   From Martin Dilly

        Seeing the item on the Northwick Park transfer reminded me that I had lurking in the Transfers & Stickers 
box a Park Model Air League transfer that must also date from the early 1950s. How it came into my posession, 
as a Croydon & DMAC member since the late 1940s, might fill a few lines.
During the early '70s one of our junior members was 
Richard Cedar, who was an enthusiastic F1A glider 
flyer; I used to give him lifts to contests at Bassingbourn 
and drop him off at his home in Streatham in south 
London. His father ran a chain of menswear shops and 
had been a member of Park MAL, flying at Epsom in the 
1950s; he gave me some old transfers, as he no longer flew models. Richard subsequently did his degree at 
UMIST, and is now senior staff engineer of installation aeronautics and acoustics at General Electric Aviation 
in Cincinnati.
I seem to remember one Park MAL member used to fly a large glider covered rather badly entirely in brown 
paper. This was in the days when a visit to the Downs usually involved trying to spot where PE Norman was 
flying his heavily-loaded power scale models and then parking our model boxes as far away as possible to 
avoid their head high progress across the Downs and the subsequent impact with whatever was in the way.
Sad to think that today anybody flying any sort of model at Epsom must be a member of the Epsom Downs 
MAC in order to have BMFA insurance; that's as a result of the knee-jerk reaction of the local Borough to the 
death of a girl in Dartford, caused by the structural failure of an RC power model. Thanks to some pretty batty 
and ill-informed negotiation the result is that a child who has built a 10 gram BMFA Dart or his first chuck 
glider must now pay £25 if he wants to fly it at Epsom, - £15 BMFA membership plus £10 to belong to this 
pointless club, whose members can still fly models weighing up to 7kgs on a site extensively used by the 
public! A great way to encourage juniors, eh? Barmy or what?
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This has put our sport in the position of being the only activity, as far as I know apart from driving a motor 
vehicle on a public road, that MUST have third party insurance; the fact that some of the people involved in the 
discussions that led to this state of affairs were model flyers themselves makes me despair. Of course insurance 
is sensible, but people at Epsom Downs also fly kites, throw cricket balls and let their alsatians run around 
loose, all innocent of any compulsory insurance cover. Writing this a couple of days after a woman was killed 
by a dog in south London rather emphasises the lunacy of the Epsom situation.
S&T readers may think this is all fine, so I'll have me tablets now, get a new cold compress and have a nice lie 
down somewhere dark......

From Frank Schwartz

I really enjoy your email newsletter Stick and Tissue and often print it out and save it in a folder. Being an "old 
timer" myself, I enjoy all the reprints and such.
Back in the fifties, I found the British model magazines 
Aeromodeller and RCM&E on some newsstands in New Your 
when up there on business. I subscribed and I remember the R6B 
which was, I think in Aeromodeller.  It intrigued me and I ordered 
the plans, which I still have, and built it. I used a home made single 
channel receiver and a compuund escapement working dual 
rudders., a K&B 15 with a left handed crankshaft. Silk and dope 
covering, of course, and Ambroid glue.  I must have made many 
hundreds of flights with it.  Back then we could get Pirelli rubber 
and it served well on the escapement. I had two flyaways and once 
it was gone for a year and the second time a few months. My name 
and address were on it, of course.  I flew it for nearly ten years and 
one day, something malfunctioned and it wound in and was totally 
destroyed. The glue had, over the years, become brittle and it was 
reduced to a pile of sticks and some bags of silk with shattered ribs. 
I attach a picture of me back in the 1950's...that's about 55 years 
ago when my hair had not turned white and I was somewhat 
thinner.
One day I plan to build another R6B...a great plane that I never hear mention of anymore....

From David Tappin   (After receiving The Special)

How variable the workmanship was on the early engines, poor sand casting and machining marks everywhere. 
Olivers really looked very modern in their heyday and still look smart today!
My first Merco (a 35 I bought at Avicraft in Bromley in 1969) leaked like a sieve due to a porous crankcase 
casting made it a bugger to get a steady idle until I realised what the problem was!
Bunny Newman just shrugged with a sort of "what do you expect, it's English" look on his face and threw it in 
the bin!  The OS 40 I replaced it with is still in occasional use with the original bearings and compression!

 From Ken Richardson

 This is a REALLY interesting video about drag. looks a nice radius lead in is the name of the game and not 
sharp edge on your cowls, fairings, spats etc       http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftq8jTQ8ANE
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Sword for sport, stunt or combat by J Templeman October 1957 Aero Modeller
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COMBAT IS RAPIDLY catching on. We cannot say that we approve all 
of its attendant developments: but there’s no denying the fact that in 
recent rallies, the entry has progressively increased, until we have
reached the stage where administration is hard taxed to cope in the course 
of an afternoon’s meeting. Yet despite this rapid growth in popularity, we 
have yet to see any real advance either in design or flying. Most heats are 
won by the default of the opposition —staying on the ground longer, or 
crashing in an attempt to make a show of “combat” belligerence. What is 
needed is an improvement in model appearance and performance, and 
here, in the Templeman Bro’s Sword, we have a companion for the 
already established A.P.S. DUELLIST, which we hope will play their part 
in improving the breed.
Both these designs met, in the prototype stage, at the ‘56 Criterium d’Europe at Brussels and were
evenly matched—the pilot ability deciding the winner. They are quite different, although both are

“wings”, and form an ideal pair representing the British and Spanish approaches 
to a model design which must be robust, manoeuvrable, easy to build, and fast. 
John Templeman admits he is not a full-schedule stunt flyer: but he has still 
managed to cope in the combat circuits with the Sword. To prove that it will go 
“through the book” he invited 1956 European Stunt Champ Gerard Lecomte of 
Belgium to take the handle, and Gerard flew it through all the pattern at first 
attempt. So here we have a model that will satisfy everyone—including the lone 
hand who is not able to take up combat flying and simply wants something 
tough and reliable that is sheer fun to fly.
To make the Sword, one must first laminate the fuselage. This consists of a 
centre core of 1/2i-inch balsa, with 2/8 x 3/8-inch bearers let into top and 
bottom having appropriate engine spacing, and then side plates of 1/16th ply, 
and a central ply fin. It is better to make the ply and centre core cutouts for 
spars, etc., prior to laminating if one is at all dis inclined to cutting through thick 

wood.
Now slide the flat sectioñ of the leading edge, the pre-slotted trailing edge and the lower spar through the 
fuselage slots. Fit the tip ribs to key these 28 1/2-in, members in-line with one another and add ribs R2, 3, 4 and 
5 together with the bellcrank installation minus wire leads. Add other ribs, and the top spar to make certain of 
final true line-up, the slide through the leadout wires and the separated double laminated elevators, left loose to 
be attached to the tailplane which is fixed to the trailing edge and joined with the sandwiched linen hinge to the 
elevators. Those are the only points one needs to watch when assembling the Sword, the tip weight, soldering 
of control wire leads, addition of sheet tips, etc., being simple items, followed by leading edge strengtheners, 
sheeting over the centre section, and final covering with silk or heavyweight tissue. Nose length shown is for an 
Oliver Tiger, heavier motors should have a shortened nose length in order to bring the centre of gravity between 
the l.e. and front line.
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From Greg Tutmark 

Thought I'd share a few photos with you first is my Jim Walker Fireball - set up as a ff - the us navy used ff 
fireballs as target drones during the unfriendiness of the forties next is my Jimmie Allen Bluebird - unflown as 
yet - last is my Zaic Thermic 100 - set up with RC, I couldn't bear to fly it without some means of controlling 
the location of the crash site

13



I have a great weakness for Thermics - here are a couple of shots of a Thermic '36' i built last summer - perched 
on my tomato vine trellises - I just photocopied the plan out of one of the zaic books

     
here is another picture for the collection - the model is a 120" span goldberg clipper Mk1 - i flew this beast with 
a graupner speed 700 can motor with a 2:1 gearbox, 12 nicads and a 16-6 propeller - was slow and majestic -- 
takeoffs were never a sure thing - the plane gained speed slowly and would bounce into the air - the bounces 
would last longer and longer and eventually cease -- landings were nearly impossible - that huge wing would 
settle into ground effect an extend the glide (usually) well-past the runway - i foolishly allowed it to go out for 
adoption - if only because it would not fit in my Japanese pickup truck
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Gatwick, a loose sheet I had origins unknown
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Golden Wings 44 ½” span glider  by Vic Smeed July 1955 Aero Modeller

(The article is very long so I’ve only included part of  
it.  Whilst designed by Vic Smeed the write up is by  
Rev F. Callon.  JP)

To THOSE OF YOU who have been modelling even 
for a short time the name Vic Smeed will already be 
familiar; but to the absolute newcomers to the hobby 
I’d like to introduce an aeromodeller off the very top 
shelf with a long list of successful designs to his 
credit,
including the famous TOMBOY beginner’s power 
model, thousands of which have been built over the 
last few years, and which brought in letters of 
congratulations from all over the world. So you can 
start work with every
confidence on this good-looking little sailplane, hot, 
so to speak, from the Smeed drawing board!

Trimmjng for Glide
Now at least has arrived the great moment for
assembling the model and seeing what it will do in 
the air. Place the wing squarely on its platform, and 
secure it with half a dozen or so thin rubber bands 
passed over the ends of the wing dowels and cross-
wise over the top of the wing. Check that the 
tailplane key fits snugly into its slot at the rear of the 
fuselage, and that when the tail unit is rocked up at 
the rear the front part of the fin slips easily into the 
other slot without catching. If either slot is too tight a 
fit, a little work with a nail file will soon cure the 
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trouble. Secure the tail unit by passing s small but fairly stout rubber band over one end of the fin dowel, under 
the fuselage, and up over the other end of the dowel. The trailing edge of the tailpiane should
immediately cock up at an angle of 35° or so, and it is held down by wrapping a thin, small rubber band round 
the hook in the T.E. of the fin and the rear dowel. See Fig. 12. Check that the tailplane is quite parallel to the 
wing by sighting down the fuselage from the nose; if the T.P. is resting at an angle across the fuselage a narrow 
strip of thin card should be cemented along the lower edge of the T.P. platform in order to level it up.
The centre of gravity of the model should be below the rear spar of the wing or slightly forward of this point, so 
add lead shot through the aperture near the nose until there is enough weight in the weight box for the model to 
balance on two finger tips held against the underside of the wing near the rear spar. It is then ready for test 

gliding.
Test Gliding
Choose a very calm day for this, preferably with no 
wind at all. If there is any light breeze, the model must 
be directed straight into it. Holding the model by the 
fuselage somewhere near the towhooks, push it gently 
forward and slightly downwards, i.e., aiming the nose at 
a spot about thirty feet away on the ground. Too slow a 
launch will mean that the model will stall at once— 
hesitate in the air, and then drop its nose. Too fast a 
glide means that the model will swoop upwards and stall 

once more. A launch at the correct flying speed should give a long, flat, straight glide of about 50 feet. If the 
model insists on stalling, add a little more nose weight progressively; if it sinks too rapidly to the ground 
remove some weight. When the correct amount of weight has been found, put a small piece of sellotape across 
the
weight aperture. The model should now be trimmed to fly in a wide circle, and a bend of 30° or so on the trim 
tab should be sufficient for this. If it swoops badly to the side (with or without the trimming) check the wing for 
warps, and if there are any, remove them by twisting the wing in the opposite direction for a couple of seconds 
in the heat of an electric fire.
Towing up the Model
A good tow-line can be made from about 55 yards (contest length is 164feet) of white cotton thread wound on 
to a fishing reel, with a small wire ring or paper-clip tied to the end and a tuft of tissue or silk tied on the line 
about six inches away from the ring. Best results will be achieved with the ring slipped over the rear hook in 
anything but the strongest of winds—when flying is inadvisable anyway. Towing up a model is just like taking 
a kite up on a line. Try to keep the nose pointing well up all the time, and don’t run unless the line starts to sag. 
If the model continually dives over to one side, counteract this by giving the opposite turn to the trim-tab. It 
should be possible in a steady, light breeze to coax Golden Winngs up almost over your head. Free the model 
by slackening the line when enough height has been gained, and try to ensure that it is quite steady and just 
starting to turn in the direction indicated by the trim-tab before doing so. If you launch when the model is 
swooping to one side you will lose a lot of height.
The Dethermaliser 
Golden Wings employs a very simple but effective type of dethermaliser—a method of bringing the model 
down swiftly and safely after a predetermined length of flight. This means that there is very little chance of 
losing it on an ‘OOS “—or out of sight flight. Obtain some round lamp-wick of the type that has regular red 
marks every half-inch or so; it can be bought from any ironmonger. You will have to test how fast it burns 
away, but an average is just over half-inch per minute, and so the length of the flight can be governed by the 
length of the fuse. It should be remembered too that fuse burns more quickly in a breeze than indoors. Fig. 13 
shows a short length of fuse threaded through the strands of the rearmost rubber band and burning merrily 
away. When it reaches the rubber it burns through the strands, and up pops the tailplane (as in Fig. 14). This 
spoils the flight of the model, which sinks gently down to the ground. If it swoops badly up and down on its 
descent, increase the tip-up angle by cutting away a little of the lower forward projection of the fin.
Tailpiece
So there we are, all ready to win that competition I can’t very well say that I hope you all win, but I really do 
hope you will all have lots of fun building and flying this grand little model. So here’s to many
Golden Hours with GOLDEN WINGS.
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Epsom Downs happenings    Ted Horne

Here are some photos I took yesterday (15 October) on the downs. They are of Peter's 1/2 size Valkerie by Carl 
Goldberg, and my open rubber model Urchin. 
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Peter Michel -

Herewith a couple of pix of Ted Horne on Epsom Downs this afternoon (29 December) with a couple of his 
Vintage A2 gliders – a brand-new SATU (lower picture) and an AH-24. Conditions: Near flat-calm and very, 
very damp. Both went up well off a 50m line using a karabiner clip as a pulley to speed up towing. This method 
works extremely well when there’s no wind to speak of. Sorry about the picture quality. I’m no photographer!
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My resurrected Keil Kraft Gipsy Wakefield, 40" ws   from Karl Gies

Hi James, previously you ran the pictures and story of my resurrected KK Ace, built also in 1967. I built the 
Gipsy right after the Ace. I will send a picture of it when totally finished. I am just about done apply the 
Japanese tissue over the mylar now. 
 I built this model in 1967 while attending San Jose State College in a special graduate program to obtain a 
teacher's credential. I went to my first SAM Champs at Jean, Nevada in 1991.  I torqued the Gipsy into a parked 
car at Jean destroying the fuselage but saved the wing and tail feathers. This is one my all time favorite models 
and so twenty-one years lated after the Jean debacle I have it almost ready to go. It is now in the Emperor's 
New Clothes (1/4 mil mylar) with Japanese tissue about ready to go on over the mylar. Tissue over mylar is a 
bit of a chore but well worth doing as it is much tougher than just tissue. The Gipsy is not legal for U. S. Sam 
contests since it came out in about 1950 but certainly should be as it meets all of the rules. The prop is a 17" 
free wheeler and it will be fiber-glassed.  cheers, Karl Gies, Lewistown, Montana
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BMAS MIDDLE WALLOP RALLY
SUNDAY 24TH APRIL 2011  courtesy of SAM1066

VERON TRUFLITE IN MEMORY OF PHIL SMITH
ANY OF THE 26 VERON TRUFLITE RUBBER SCALE MODELS

3 FLIGHTS, 1 MINUTE MAX

LIGHTWEIGHT RUBBER

3 FLIGHTS, MAX SET ON DAY, MAX WING SPAN 34”
SAM 35 Rulebook Jan 2001 page 7/8

BOURNEMOUTH CLUB CLASSIC RUBBER
3 FLIGHTS, MAX SET ON DAY

Bournemouth Club Classic Rubber, Rules Dec 2007 & List June 2010

P.30
3 FLIGHTS, 2 MINUTE MAX

VERY SMALL RUBBER
3 FLIGHTS ,1 ½ MINUTE MAX, MAX WING SPAN 25”

SAM 35 Rulebook Jan 2001 page 7/8

A FRAME MASS LAUNCH
VINTAGE MODELS, LONGEST FLIGHT WINS

CABIN POWER (PRECISION)
F/F POWER MODELS WITH A CLEAR GLAZED CABIN OR AN OPEN COCKPIT AND 

WINDSCREEN.
THE TYPE OF POWER MAY BE ANY FORM OF POWER BUT NOT RUBBER POWER.

3 FLIGHTS, MAY BE HAND LAUNCHED OR R.O.G, TO A TARGET FLIGHT TIME OF 45 
SECONDS

THE LOWEST TOTAL ERROR FROM EACH OF THE 3 FLIGHTS SHALL WIN.

VINTAGE OPEN GLIDER
3 FLIGHTS, MAX SET ON DAY

Vintage Open Glider Rules as Published for Rod Audley’s Glider Day

COMBINED CLASSIC OPEN GLIDER
3 FLIGHTS, MAX SET ON DAY

Combined Classic Open Glider Rules as Published for Rod Audley’s Glider Day

COMBINED VINTAGE/CLASSIC HLG & CLG
7 FLIGHTS, 1 MINUTE MAX, BEST 5 FLIGHTS TO COUNT

BMFA Free Flight Contest Rules  2010 Apply except where stated.
If you have any questions on the above competitions please contact BMAS Competition Secretary

John Taylor 01202 511502. or Roy Tiller e-mail roy.tiller@ntlworld.com
Queries on the competition day should be directed to the BMAS appointed C.D.
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Waveguide 62” span RC design for 2.5 – 3.5 cc by Flt. F Burton & S A C Woods
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We have had many requests for Radio Control designs specifically created for contest purposes and penetration 
into wind. The enormous success of our plan for R.6.B indicates the appeal such specialized designs have 
among the Radio Control fraternity and in Waveguide we have another quite different approach. The prototype 
was built by FIt. Lt. Burton and S.A.C. Woods of the R.A.F. Station at Mafraq in Jordan, Middle East. They 
have closely followed the layout developed in the U.S.A. by Harold De Bolt for aerobatic work, and the result 

is a burly, tough design for all-weather flying and with 
relatively simple structure. Over to Fit. Lt. Burton and 
S.A.C. Woods for their description :—
“After a series of semi-scale cabin type of sports models 
had been built and tried under radio-control we decided 
to branch out and design a model that was both pleasing 
on the eye and capable of good wind penetration. 
Reading the article on Radio Control design in the 1954 
“AEROMODELLER ANNUAL” we decided to base 
our design on “Live-wire” set up. We drew up the plans 
in one evening, and inside a week, were already to test 
glide.  “Take-offs are a pleasure to watch, a run of 30-40 

yards until speed is built up, then the model fairly leaps into the air going into a fast climb. Response to rudder 
is very snappy and we are convinced that it will fulfil all the requirements of a stunt model.”
Fuselage. 
Build two basic frames over the plan from 3/16 sq. and 3/16 sheet. When dry, remove from the board and join 
at tail end. Add all cross pieces, top stringer and gussets. Make false top half formers from scrap 1/8 sheet and 
cement either side of top stringer. Make up nose-wheel assembly and sew to F1. Cement to fuselage. Add 
engine bearers. Assemble main undercart and cement in place. Add tail-skid. Cut cabin sides from 1 mm. ply 
and fix celluloid windows to the inside. Fix in place. Cover fuselage sides with  sheet. Add all dowels, receiver 
hooks, etc. Complete all wiring, fix switches, etc. Sheet top of nose with  sheet and add windscreen.
Wings.
Pin lower T.E. lower spar, and lower L.E. strip over plan. Add all ribs, top spar, top T.E. and 1/4 x 1/2  L.E. 
strip. Cement dihedral keepers in place, wing tips, and top  1/16 in. sheeting.
Tailpiane. 
Mark rib positions on main spar, then cement all ribs in place. Place over plan and pack up front and rear to 
allow for the symmetrical section. Add L.E. and T.E. ensuring correct alignment. Cement tip blocks in place. 
Sand to shape.
Fin/Rudder. 
Build outline over plan, remove and add  X r strips for ribs. 
Attach rudder, dorsal fin, and cement to fuselage. Cover 
fuselage and fin with heavyweight Model-span and give 4 
coats of clear dope. The wings, tailpiane have light-weight 
Modelspan and 3 coats of clear dope.
Radio Installation of the original, was an E.C.C. 951.A 
receiver and ED. Compact Escapement as
shown on the plan.
Flying. 
The original, apart from a little positive packing on the 
tailplane, flew straight off the board and no side thrust or downthrust was found necessary using the Oliver 
Tiger 2.5 c.c. diesel which incidentally, provides ample power. Power on/power off characteristics are very 
good, flying speed both under power and on the glide being quite fast. This produces a snappy response to 
rudder which is best limited to small movement until fully conversant with the response obtained.
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David Kinsella’s Column

Weekend to Remember
Give’tem bows, steel helmets and stakes and it could be Agincourt all over again But it was VTR2000, among 
some of the pilots are Roger Gedge, Brian Lever, Terry McDonald, Mike Rolls, Sam Alexander (all the way 
from Scotland) and Tony Bowler. Amazing in their kit, the Haywoods -— Martin in an Arthur English demob 
suit, Mark in school cap, blazer and shorts as if from West Bridgeford Grammar - were busy elsewhere with 
their beautiful Veron Midget Mustang, Phil Smith’s winner at 
the first Team Race do over here in 1950. Elsewhere too were 
fully kitted out David Finch and Phil Durkin, flying jackets, 
goggles, braces and massive moustaches of Kitchener width 
and staggering impact in no way restricting their preparation of 
the winning Philibuster. Frog 500 powered, black with yellow 
silk-covered wings and tail, Phil Smith’s design scored again 
as the ultimate VTR2000 champion and much booty headed 
north at the close of a great meeting. The heavy concentration 
of many VTRs guaranteed ripsnorting exhaust notes throuhout 
and the sight of Brian Winstanley in Lancashire clogs and 
Gordon Rae’s ETA 29 Riveter (plus the replica by George Blair) remain clear in my mind. Terry McDonald, 
Roger Gedge, good sticks of the VTRSIG and other stout fellows made it a splendid weekend. Shakespeare 
could have written for it.

At Anchor
Freighters chugging through the Suez Canal became engulfed in 1967’s Six Day War, the Cold War part of the 
bigger picture. Mast-threatening jets gave way to endless boredom. Then the crews of the 14 ships started 
games and parties to amuse themselves — football (stadium built on a deck), tennis, sailing and swimming 
races, even a mini Olympic Games — as yellow sand blew across the Great Bitter Lake and settled on spars and 
deck cargo.  In fact the Yellow Fleet, as it was known, sat there for years until the
Canal was cleared of scuttled ships, tanks, aeroplanes and bombs. The YF even issued its own postage stamps, 
these days highly collectable. There is a thriving association of those who were there.

Grasp Firmly 
Just out a fine publication on Dan Dare and Eagle. If you’re post Eagle, then this highly 
coloured account over 240 pages will give you a solid grounding in the subject. Strong on 
background info - the artists, the models, the Pre-publication dry runs, ideas dumped — 
and a hardback steal at fifteen quid, it’s solid stuff for the special shelf you turn to when 
storm clouds gather. Think Dan Dare and all will be well!  Written by Daniel Tatarsky for 
Orion Books.

Another Role 
When the war ended, stuff all across Europe and elsewhere bad to find a home. Much appeared as war surplus 
and fortunes were made. Douglas Botting’s book Nazi Gold explains what happened to piles of silver and 
yellow brick of weight that established risk takers previously poor. Dakotas under 
cover of darkness landed for fuel and sandwiches, then were off again to unknown 
airstrips to unload. For some school fees were no longer a problem and a swimming 
pool could be ordered. Jeeps and GMC trucks, railway engines too remained here,  as 
did crates of engines and spares. Looking for a suitable V8 for his attempt on the 
British Hill Climb Championship, Sydney Allard received two air cooled Steyr 
engines from Germany. Souped at the Clapham works - special Martlet 12:1 pistons, 
branched exhausts, Scintilla magneto and Lodge R49 plugs - the Steyr delivered 
140bhp at 4000rpm. Modest compared to Prince Bira’s Maserati, Gerard’s ERA. and 
Poore’s big Alfa, not forgetting May’s furious ERA R4D, Syd steamed home with 
three firsts and a second to lift the cup in 1949. Too much power was often a curse, 
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as several aces found with the V16 BRM when a fraction of footwork delivered far too much Note twin rear 
wheels in this picture. The body was made in Putney High Street and the fuel was methanol.

Fabulous FE
Massìye joy on seeing John McKenzie’s Great War bomber in October’s edition of our splendid magazine. 
What an achievement!  Look at the detail and mass of handmade parts! It’s classic aeromodelling stuff but full 
size. What could be better than to build with love and then stand back to admire the work in its completed 
glory. Just to the rear of the Lancaster at Hendon, the pristine FE2b demands attention and is hard to leave. Put 
on that leather coat with the map pocket, fur boots too jf you must, then settle back with a vintage Biggles and a 
shot of the  FE and you’re almost there, at 10,000 ft over the Lines, eyes peeled for Fokkers in the sun, spare 
Luxor No 14 Meyrowjtz goggles just in case.

Meeting Remembered
Shots taken at Walsall show Arthur Fox with his Dolphin, Jim Shelley 
kneeling with his Ben Sherehaw Cavalier of 9ft powered by a Gordon 
Williams Mayfly 4-stroke and Elliott Horwich receiving his award from 
Gerald Smith. Approaching the height of the UK Vintage movement, 
Walsall MAC’s meeting saw famous names such as Gerald and Mick 
Smith, Dave Boddington, Gordon Counsel, Fred Barnsley and. several 
more enjoy the best of Staffordshjre’ sunshine in 1979. Striking in silver 
with scarlet lettering was the Russell Vulcan of Jim Herbert. Elliott 
employed a Smith Skylark to power his super Keil Kraft Falcon. Here’s 
that flat-four Maltese Falcon by Jam Shelley.

Built to Last
Even today many famous writers prefer the typewriter. Germany made several, Blue Bird and Olympia 
machines excellent and good for years and years of service (my Olympia Splendid 33 faultless for 45 years). 
We built the Imperial in Leicester, their Good Companion portable named after J B Priestly’s famous book 
(1929). Their London office in Kingsway, Imperial agents and services were formed in Bahrain, Iceland, New 
Zealand, Rhodesia and around the world. Problem in Sudan? Nip into Khartoum and Mr Vanian would carry 
out repairs. These days typewriters are collector items and reference books exist. Army units parachuting in 
sometimes had a tiny lightweight - better than scribble with a pencil.

Kiteman Ron
One of Ron Moulton’s several interests included kites. He flew them, wrote about them, was the force behind 
the BKFA and issued his own illustrated newsletter. He knew Dan Leigh, the ace builder of big Deltas, Dick 
Godden (last survivor of the pre WWI Clapham Common Kite Club) and hundreds more who campaigned 
Cody, Box, Malay, Delta and other designs seen at Old Warden and elsewhere. With modern materials - 
Ripstop covering, carbon fibre and slippery fishing line - flying a Delta a mile or more up is simple. They can 
touch you for it so be careful! 200ft or so is the legal limit.

Little Histories
It’s likely that Royal Air Force establishments we know no longer publish their little booklets of forty pages or 
so which told of their history, achievements and hopes for the future. Yatesbury - motto Swift and Watchful - 
was one of several RFC airfields in Wiltshire, later opening in 1939 as No 2 Electrical & Wireless School. At-
full blast during the war more than 8000 were training there and it was pretty busy during National Service 
days. On the north side of the Caine to London road, it was a perfect start for skint lads in hairy blue hitching 
home for a ‘48’ or Christmas. But if you’d signed on, nearby Simons might sell you a shiny Sunbeam or 
Triumph for an arrival in style.
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Skills Various
The Bentley Boys were adventurers of ability. Birkin was ex RFC and Kidston set long distance flying records. 
John Duff won at Le Mans and was in the GB Olympic fencing squad. Gary Cooper starred in Beau Geste 
(I939 120 mm) but Duff did the swordplay. Later he bred horses and was a noted show jumper.

Mint imperial
Those reading my letter in the Gauge One Model Railway Association’s top notch journal will have noticed my 
reference to Imperial Airways. True we usually think of Imperial Airways, out of Croydon and around the 
globe in the 1930s, but there were others in the age of King Emperor George VI: National Flying Services, 
Aircraft Operating Co, Aero Hire, Aerofilms, British Air Transport and several more. But Croydon’s big boy 
had those HP42s in strength and the silver flying boats, divisions covering South Africa, Italy, Australia and the 
Near East to administer them. Naturally enough, several pilots were ex RFC/RAF, Major ‘Brackles’ Brackley 
DS DFC running things at Croydon.

Two Good B Racers
Here’s two good ones from Gordon Rae’s book. Just as FAST 
intended all those years age, both look real and could be 
drawings of full-size racers Close to the camera in Ron 
Moulton’s VTR2000 report (Aero Modeller Nov 2000 Gordon’s 
ETA 29 Riveter is a beauty. What attracts me to the Gee Mac by 
EM Evans is the unusual tail treatment. Two appeared at 
VTR2000. 

Ron’s Weekend 
Some time in May a flying meeting at Old Warden will celebrate the life of Ron Moulton. Not a lot of time left, 
but it should be possible to build one of his designs and stand a good chance of winning a prize. Details later.

Paul’s Plans
Big stuff flyers need the huge designs offered by Paul Howkins 
(02476 405126) For example: 10ft Frog Prince glider, 6ft Vic 
Smeed Coquette, 7ft Bowden Big Stuff and eleven more. And 
how about this 6ft Stanzel Tiger Shark!  Set aside those Captain 
Beefheart albums and erect ply and balsa to impress the
neighbours and generate the postman’s salute.

L T C Rolt
Just as the US dumped railways for internal flights, we fled from canals as soon as Rocket showed us the way. 
Weeds grew thick and some dried up. Then Tom Rolt came along and encouraged others to take up the narrow-
boat and experience the forgotten vastness of the waterways. Aboard his Crecy he crashed out best sellers on 
his manual — in all some 35 books on Brunel, canals, balloons, even ghosts — and developed his interest in 
old cars. The Vintage Sports Car Club was formed, then Tom set about 15” slate
railways in Wales. One of the great clockwork and steam men, he liked to repair and restore, writing of the 
Industrial Revolution but at the same time horrified by the steelworks with ‘its mouth of Hell’.

Big-Inch Racers     
Sydney’s Clapham cars went ballistic when 
powered by Cadillac and other V8 engines. Here the 
red J2X sports an Oldsmobile while the black J2X 
has the big Cadillac. Imported into the USA in 
March 1953 and set up by Bill Frick, the black 
Allard has been timed at 160mph. Pictures taken at 
Laguna Seca, California. A J2 Allard Nudged 200mph at Bonneville in 2000.
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Home Sweet Home 
Bacon and egg ties, blazers in similar stripes and bands around boaters, are 
common in North London when willow cracks leather to the boundary. W G Grace 
has gates named after him and the Dan Dare style 1999 Media Centre, high above 
the sacred turf where Typhoon on bowled like a Bullet Train and beefy could win a 
game single—handed, tell us it’s Lord’s. The Pavillion, the art—drenched Long 
Room, the Dressing Rooms with the famous ‘honours boards’ the Balcony Doors 
from which the ground may be seen at its best. The MCC Museum — home to the 
Ashes Urn which never moves — holds over 400 years of cricket history and is the 
treasure house of Lord’s — the Home of Cricket. Often the great Beefy enjoyed a 
cigar after 100 runs not out. And as here, there was the incredible C B Fry.  

Thanks Girls 
Just as racing enthusiast Dorothy Paget financed Sir Henry ‘Tim’ Birkin’s Blower Bentley factory in Welwyn 
Garden City, Lady ‘Poppy’ Houston backed our Schneider Trophy attempt in 1931. Stepping forward with 
£100,000 as Ramsay MacDonald stepped back, Lady Houston was photographed with the RAF pilots aboard 
her floodlit yacht at Cowes. Front page on The Bystander (in time to join with Tatler) her Ladyship was worth a 
good £180 million in today’s money together with a £2 million a year pension from her first husband. Born to a 
box-maker near the Oval cricket ground, believed to be the nation’s richest woman but upset by the Abdication, 
she stopped eating and died of a heart attack aged 79. Her headstone in north London describe her as one of 
England’s greatest patriots. Great War pilot and Bentley Boy thrilling all Brooklands with his plum red single 
seater burning a furious brew at little over a mile to the gallon, Birkin burnt his arm on an exhaust and died 
before penicillin was freely available. Paget’s horse Golden Miller won the Cheltenham Gold Cup five times.

Ooops!
Lying in the thick clover at the edge of the ALG (Advanced Landing Ground— close to the Lines, of course) a 
fellow pilot of 74 Squadron waited for Mannock to arrive in his SE5a. Coming in low and rather fast, the 
famous ace shot across the grass crashed into a haystack! Shaken but unhurt, silent for some time, Mick said 
that the item was on his blind side (his left) and he had not seen it. A few pilots in both wars managed to fool 
het medical officer, one flying Mosquitos unable to read the chart at all until he was equipped with a selection 
of spectacles A few false legs got past as well.

Ron’s Books
Raynes Park MAC has a fine picture of Ron Moulton taken at Old 
Warden in 2005. He’s holding a Class C Team Racer and a copy of a 
huge book on the career of Sir Stirling Moss OBE, signed to Ron by Sir 
Stirling. During VTR2000 celebrations Ron received a military history 
inscribed to him by the 7th Marquess of Anglesey. Here’s Ron’s Battler, 
first published UK plan for a Team Racer.

Shelf Stuff
A fine book of its time from the Boy’s Own stable, editor Jack Cox gave the lads of 
1957 a wide range of hobbies tochoose from: chemistry, ham radio, keeping pets, 
collecting, model railways and aeromodelling of course.  Lots of pictures, adverts, 
250 pages and all for 12/6 (62p). At 1/6 a month and the leading brand, Aero 
Modeller delivered a powerful presence in the hardback thanks to staffer Laurie 
Bagley’s inspiring artwork. MAP was, of course, firing on all cylinders at 38 
Clarendon Road, Watford. Those
were the days...

It’s  Ace
Inventive lad Frank Hornby gave the world Hornby trains, Meccano and Dinky toys, much from the factory in 
Binns Road, Liverpool 13. Until smaller rooms but rising incomes caused Frank to think up Dublo (a little 
larger than half Gauge O size) it was Gauge O Hornby that lead the way in model railways. With its demise 
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came Ace Trains, much like Hornby but made with the benefits of modern methods and materials. These days 
and well into their stride Ace Trains deliver a wide range of engines and stock for the modeller who is drawn to 
the way Frank did things long ago. Linked to Ace but gone now was the wonderful London Toy & Model 
Museum, an Aladdin’s cay of hundreds of models and one of Prince Bira’s blue and yellow ERA single seaters 
displayed in the cafe!  Linked too, New Cavendish books were sold the gift shop (a New Cavendish on Terry 
Cuneo is worth £450 plus). Ace Trains (0207 727 1592) will release a blue and silver LMS streamliner in 2011. 
The book launches at the museum were great fun. Ace and Cavendish are highly recommended top quality 
products

Ron’s Racer.
I knew Ron Moulton for thirty years. We exchanged letters, Christmas cards, spoke on the blower and at Old 
Warden and the MEE. Ron covered VTR 2000 with a page in Aero 
Modeller, and at heart it was control line that attracted him (with Milani in 
London’s parks) and generated plans. Ron’s Battler
from Gordon Rae’s book, the first published UK design for a Team Racer’ is 
like a proper aeroplane and just what FAST had in mind when the dozen or 
so West Coasters set the ball rolling. Elsewhere in the book is Ron’s Class B 
TK4 of 1951. Ron Moulton’s books should be on every shelf. Champions 
Hawarth and Place starred in Aero Modeller for October 1964.

At Coventry
Wheelspin, the magazine of Coventry Diecast Model Club, is approaching its 200th edition. CDMC, founded in 
the 1970s for enthusiasts of all diecast models, has a worldwide membership and benefits from the good works 
of Will Roe and Roger de Boer and an active committee. Once an ancient city based
on weaving, engineering and the motor industry lead to its magnificent Transport Museum where CDMC holds 
events.

Fantastic Flyers
With a product range famous for colour innovation and appeal, Flyìing Toys (01702 
295110) offers radio control fun flying (indoors and out), big kites, Camels and Wright 
Flyers, helicopters and amazing wing-powered birds and big insects - up to 29in wingspan 
- that will flap aloft for ten minutes, radio controlled and battery powered! Test flights, 
wings beating in the sunlight, I was amazed. Then there’s the airships, from the 51 in 
Goodyear to a scary UFO Mothership. Top quality and wonderful fun, Flying Toys has 
something for everyone and all pockets. Highly recommended.

Long Distance Winner
As promised last month here is the 2007 Wharfedale 1000 champion with the famous 
shield. An immaculate example of how it should be done, David’s Irvine 25—powered 
racer benefited from good flying and snappy pitwork. VTRSIG president David Finch is 
telling us how to build winners in his
Must-read series in SAM Speaks, encouraged along the way by Brian Lever. The 
dedicated should consider copying this stuff and placing it in that special Team Race 
File rather than wade through countless Speaks years from now. Gems already there 
should include articles by Ron Moulton, Chas Taylor, David Rowe and other 
enthusiasts.

Telegraphed
Ron Moulton’s life’ of aeromodelling was covered in detail in The Daily Telegraph (23/II/10), Ron pictured in 
colour with a replica of his Voetsek from flying days in South Africa. Strong on aviation, the Telegraph did a 
first class job.
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From Martin Radcliffe
 
Thought you'd might like this photo for your impending 'special'.
The Rivers Streak was an FAI T/R contender in the early 60's. Dave Balch and Mike Smith held the UK record 
at 4:39 with the Mk2 Streak and they competed at the 1960 World Champs in Hungary with Streak powered 
models. (Came 16th I think?)
I have attached a photo of my Mk1 and Mk2 Streaks.
The Streak was structurally more robust than the Oliver and ETA, and I always thought they were good combat 
motors. The Oliver was prone to having the screw-in venturi damaged, and, unlike the Streak where the head 
hold down lugs extended all the way down, the ETA was prone to having the crankcase snap beneath the head 
lugs in a glancing collison with the ground. The earlier Oliver Mk3's were like this too.
The Mk1 Streak wasn't up to much but the Mk2 was much more powerful, especially the works tuned version, 
and had ample scope for gas-flowing with a bigger diameter shaft than the Oliver. The Oliver mk3 shaft would 
snap across the intake hole if opened up to much, but the Streak didn't suffer from this with its larger shaft.
The downside of the Streak was the uncaged roller bearings which were hand assembled on the shaft. By their 
nature this meant that it was difficult to get a good fit on the plain bearing portion of the shaft, and so fuel 
would leak out that way. Rivers attempted to fix the leakage by having a cuffed prop driver coming back over 
the crancase. For some reason my Mk1 doesn't feature this, but the Mk1s normally had it too.
I haven't checked this, but I was told that the head hold down bolts on the Streak were an odd BA size, 7BA I 
believe, which if true would have thrown some people if they tried to replace the bolts themselves, especially as 
the crankcase was made of what someone unkindly described as cheese!
It was rumoured that Rivers ceased production in the mid 60s after payment difficulties following a large export 
order.
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Westland Lysander from Aeromodeller  February 1958

A superb 1/10th free flight scale model for 1.5 – 2.5 engines.
Specially developed by Aeromodeller staff
FOR TWENTY YEARS the high cranked wings and stringered fuselage of 
the famous Westland Army Co-operation aircraft have made it a modeller’s 
favourite. This version represents a complete structural revision of the well-
known A,P.S. design, eliminating all the earlier complication of spark ignition 
engines, yet still retaining the rib-for-rib, stringer—for-stringer detail that 
makes it so accurate in scale appearance.  Certainly it’s no beginner’s project, 
but the crutch-built fuselage and flat-bottomed wings will present no 
difficulties to the modeller with a little experience.

What a subject for colour 
schemes! We show seven 
variations on this page, including 
the ‘Cloak and Dagger” variant 
for partisan activity behind enemy 
lines. The “Lizzy” served well in 
Operational Training Units, as a 
Spy and Supply dropper, or Target Tug, so providing an interesting 
diversity of markings. Last of the heavy Army Co-op. aeroplanes, it 
will always be remembered for its wide range of performance.
The model duplicates the same flying characteristics, and we have 
retained the same unique tail trimming system as employed on the 
full-size, so eliminating unsightly external rubber bands and still 
permitting a wide range of trim angles. In anticipation of the 
inevitable question, “Will it be suitable for RC conversion”, we are 
sorry to answer an emphatic NO. The small area of the high aspect 
ratio wings would not permit the payload of radio and batteries.

(I’m getting worried when I saw this plan I thought I’ve really got to build one but for RC and electric power. I  
know it’s wrong and I risk ridicule and perhaps banishment from flying sites but it’s going to have to be done.  
Too many things going on at present but for next year?  Anyone got the full plan? JP)

Early (Very!) Electric Free Flight from John Taylor

Whilst flicking through and old photo album I came across my very first free flight electric model.  At the time 
(1960) I lived in Watford opposite Ron Moulton who was the editor of “Aeromodeller”.  From time to time I 
made up kits for the Trade Review page.  (John made the very first Peacemaker in this country JP). This 
particular time he showed me a 15:1 geared electric motor from Fred Militby, who was a designer with 
Graupner.  Fred had been investigating the use of this motor in servos.  He had achieved long free flights with a 
model weighing 4 ½ oz and with a span of 31”.  
At Ron’s request I carved a delta from 1” thick sheet of polystyrene.  This experiment was not a success.  The 
next effort was a lightweight model based on the APS “Rudderdub”.
The prop was carved from balsa and about 12” diameter with a quite coarse pitch.  The drive for the prop was 
via an extension shaft from the motor which was mounted on a tray beneath the wing.  This tray also held the 
two rechargeable Magnatex cells in series giving 4 volts.   The tray could be moved fore and aft to achieve a 
satisfactory trim.   The extension drive shaft was connected to the motor with a vlave rubber sleeve inside 
neoprene tubing to give a “soft” start and a degree of slip if the prop was stalled.
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A simple “quick release” in the prop shaft allowed the nose block to knock off if the model landed under power 
thus avoiding any possible overloading of the motor.  To limit the power run two springy contact strips would 
open when a DT fuse burnt thro’ the small band holding them together.
The model flew succesfully just above head height in fairly tight circles.  Altogether a success all those years 
ago.

             

The diagram from Aeromodeller March 1960

The electric motor and batteries
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Peter Mason’s latest

I happened to be working in Thornton Heath the other week so popped in to see Peter Mason.  He’s been busy 
making a few models for Middle Wallop etc so here are the photos of his yet to be completed ME Snipe 
powered Nearman, and completed Vic Smeed, Dart powered Cherub.
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From Stephen Winkworth
 
    My new autogiro, the SWAG (Stephen 
Winkworth's Auto Giro), is shown in the 
attached two pictures. 
    The rotors are fixed-pitch, co-axial and 
contra-rotating.  They have a hard time 
remembering this word-sequence and frequently 
sit idly in the breeze wondering which way they 
are supposed to turn. So we have no idea 
whether it will fly yet.
    The motor is unusual, bearing a slight 
resemblance to the Anzani. Suffice to say that I 
bought it for £3.50 at a car boot sale.  As readers 
will at once perceive, it is a single-valve spark-
ignition job, and yet requires a large oil cooler 
(suspended below the fuselage).  How this works 
mechanically (since one would imagine that the 

oil would be used in a total-loss system) I have 
yet to discover.  There are not many three-
cylinder sparkies of these dimensions: the spark-
plugs being hand made, with a diameter of 
2.1mm and length about 8mm.  Can any engine 
buffs identify it?    
Here's a frontal view of SWAG, showing the 
three-cylinder motor.  The undercarriage is 
rather elaborate, but of course all that extra 
springing is needed to absorb the landing loads 
of an autogiro.  It was quite a lot of work, but 
the hardest bit was finding those miniature 
oleos.  I found them at another Car-Boot Sale, in 
Balaclava Bill's odds-and-sods box. 
    You may have come across Bill, as he 
manages to visit nearly all the sales.  He has the 
trestle next to the hamburger stand, and you can 
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usually find a Morton M-5, a couple of Kalpers or an Albon Bambi, all clotted with old castor, among the 
motorcycle carburettor parts in the box under the table.
 

A Question and a Golden Cross story from Dave Bishop.
 
Going through many photographs in an effort to find some particular item in my super untidy office, I came 
across these few attached pictures (amongst so many others) of a couple of associates with a huge model. 
One of the gentlemen is dear old Ben Buckle as a helper to the big model owner. Written in pencil on the back 
of one of them is "Elvington with Chiltern Models. John Wills". The second one has "Feb 86 March Wood."
scribed on its back. Both writings give no clue as to the owner and the aeroplane. 
So does any S&T reader know anything about this "Biggie" and who is (or was) the owner/ builder of this big 
flying machine and possibly anything else that I can add for information.
The "other" picture was taken in the early 1960's at Golden Cross near to Hailsham in Sussex at an airstrip 
owned by a full size flyer, Richard Chandless.  It was a one day only event held on a particular Sunday under 
the auspicious superb efforts of the South East Area SMAE Secretary, Norman Couling. The "programme" for 
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the day was a mixture of spot landing, 2 minutes of touch and goes, 2 minutes of inside loops and a landing, 
and a scale flying session.
 
The  take off strip of grass was mown by a few of the chaps on the day itself and temporary toilets (such as they 
were) were dug into the far hedge with hessian sacking nailed on poles to give some sort of privacy. 
In the picture there is a scale model event being flown, which was a take off, a fly by, a roll, loop, a stall turn, 
approach and landing. There were two judges appointed for the flying and two other judges for static scale 
accuracy. The two gentlemen with the static scale judging job on the right hand side of the picture are Alan 
Mann and H.J.Towner.
This was an annual event that grew so much in attending crowds that we started selling teas and refreshments 
and raffle tickets with donated prizes, with the help of wives and partners. Eventually the amount of cars that 
were coming through the gate, overtook the amount of helpers that we had available to park all of them and 
despite asking many times for other people to come forward and help with the many different necessary jobs, 
no help was forthcoming. 
Eventually after the few of us that worked very hard to produce a large amount of cash for the South East area 
of the SMAE, and due to the fact that our helpers "had had enough" of being taken for granted, we gave in and I 
decided to start the Family Model & Craft Show at Plumpton Racecourse. This show followed the final event at 
Golden Cross that ran for twenty years as a successful sellout commercial venture.  
And good it was too!
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From Mick Butler -  Beaulieu Club

Gamma Gull has now flown. No vices whatsoever. Even the under carriage looks OK.  I can thoroughly 
recommend this model for those of us that appreciate stress free building and flying.
 

  

PLEASE ADD TO YOUR EVENTS DIARY:-

3rd  July, 2011   Oxford MFC Dreaming Spires Gala

Vintage (10 am start) L/W Rubber, Vintage Glider, Classic Glider ( both 50 metre line max),
Vintage HLG inc Catapult.
Modern ( 10am start) P30/E30 Combined, Silent Open Tailless, Rapier R30.
F/F Scale ( 2.00pm start ) all-in, no documentation, IC engines 1.5cc max. All flyers require BMFA insurance. 
Venue Port Meadow, Wolvercote, Oxford. Contact – Charlie Newman 01865 426129
Thank You

Charlie Newman    Oxford MFC

That’s about it for another month
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