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Sticks and Tissue No 63 – February 2012 
 

I’d like to thank all the contributors, without whom this newsletter would not be possible. 

 

If you can contribute any articles, wish to make your point of view known etc please send to or phone 01202 

625825       JamesIParry@talktalk.net      

 

Thanks to Mark Venter back issues are available for download from  http://www.cmac.net.nz/ 

 

Writings and opinions expressed are the opinion of the writer but not necessarily the compiler/publisher of 

Sticks and Tissue. The content does not follow any logical order or set out, it’s “as I receive and put in”. 

 

 
So can you name these engines?  Have a go.  Answers will be given next month. 

http://www.cmac.net.nz/
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From Allan Knox 
 

I live in Blenheim at the top of the South Island of NZ. We have an active and varied flying scene here 

including some vintage. I enjoy flying our national decentralised contests run throughout the year by Model 

Flying NZ, our national association. 

Here are some photos from this last year’s activity to give you a feel 

 

 

  
Kelvin Maffey (Ace timer) with my Cumulus                        Razvan Rocas with Wanderer 

(Saito 65) and Texaco A Lancer 

 

         
Raz and Miss Phili, OS 20 FS for Tex A                           Al Backer with Zipper, OS 20 FS for Texaco A 
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Dave Beaumont and Kloud King                                  John Ensoll and Allan Knox with their Texaco A  

                                                                                       models. Simplex with PAW 2.5 BB R/C and Lancer  

                                                                                       45 at 60 inches with OS 20 

  
My latest model, a Scram at 80 inches for our Duration Class. OS 40 Max 2 stoke. Great vertical climbs and 

floaty glide 

 

(I emailed Allan and he sent the following) 

 

Yes indeed regards flying but I do get plenty of flying time with slope soaring on Wednesday evenings and 

regular club and competition flying at the weekends. Saturday we played around aerotowing sailplanes      

http://youtu.be/RBfjsEUpM-k        then I flew an interesting 

Vintage class. 

It is 1/2A scale Texaco to the NZ Rules. This involves building 

scale model of a pre 1950 full size aircraft, powering it with the a 

Cox Baby Bee (Small tank), fitting R/C and then flying 8 minute 

flights on a tank full finishing with a spot landing. Lots of 

challenges in that. I have a little Chilton DW1 racer from the 30s 

built to the 1949 Aeromodeller plan but scaled up to 45 inch 

span. The original was 36 inch. It is about 19ozs and a bit big and 

heavy really so struggles a bit but will usually do 6 minutes or 

better with lift. 

Lots of fun and very pretty in flight. It is modelled on the Ford 10 

powered one in the Old Warden collection. The real one is here       

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9Kbuwl1hrU  

Hopefully you can see a resemblance! 

Monty, the Pilot was built by a friend, Ian Harvey who is good at 

these things. 

This may be of interest too. 

Occasionally I take the props off my vintage models and slope soar them. 

This is the Lancer in that mode     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5uHGgqR6yw 

http://youtu.be/RBfjsEUpM-k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9Kbuwl1hrU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5uHGgqR6yw
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Obituaries 

 
Not really obituaries but basic sad news as if there isn’t enough around anyway! 

 

 

Mike Beach 

 
Mike passed away a couple of weeks ago.  I personally didn’t know him apart from talking to at Middle 

Wallop etc however there will undoubtedly be proper obituaries elsewhere on his long career including 

inventions, building / flying / restoring / full size especially gliders and his Bleriot seen at the Dome a few 

years ago. 

 

 

Terry Bradley 
 

On a sombre note it is with great sadness 

that I mention the passing of Terry Bradley 

I believe on 3 February 2012.  There will 

no doubt be fuller obituaries elsewhere.  I 

knew Terry for many years from control 

line meetings mainly at Three Kings and 

occasionally other venues.  He not only 

flew CL but also RC and FF and belonged 

to the Crawley Club. 

Apart from being extremely pleasant and 

helpful I’ll never forget he always wore a 

big smile no matter what was happening.    

 

 

 

Terry on the right, smiling as always, with 

Kim Jones in the middle and Dick James 

on the left. 
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Urchin by Eddie Black from 

February 1960 Aero Modeller 

A Wakefield size open rubber 

contest model specially designed 

for British rough weather 

 

URCHIN 5 the 9th of a series of 

open rubber models, the aim being 

to produce a design which could be 

flown in a strong wind and stand a 

fair chance of being recovered in 

one piece, and also be capable of a 

maximum time without thermal aid. 

The first five models were ultra-

lightweights with long fuselages and 

weak motors. This layout was 

excellent in calm air, but 

inconsistent in winds, and too weak. 

Number Six was a smaller, sturdier 

model, just inside Wakefield 

specification, with moderate 

proportions and a rather large tail. 

This proved so successful, using a 

small prop and long pretensioned 

motor, that the outlines have 

remained unchanged to date. Urchin 

can manage 4 1/2 mins. with 1,000 

turns (90 per cent.) on a freshly run-

in Dunlop motor. Stability in all 

weathers is perfect. A larger, slower 

prop would increase calm air 

performance, but would be unsafe in 

the usual competition gale. 

The 1959 comp, flight average for 

Urchin and its immediate 

predecessor was 3 mins., and 

between them 

won, out of 10 comps., six first 

places and three thirds. 

Commence the fuselage by 

constructing two sides, and assemble 

them with spacers, over the plan. 

After 

building up the pylon, cut away the 

centre of F2 and F3 and insert 

horizontal cross spacers. Strengthen 

nose 

with thread binding. Cover fuselage 

with light Modelspan, then for 

durability double cover from nose to 

rear peg. A very worthwhile 

modification would be to substitute 
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warren girder spacers for the straight spacers. 

When constructing the wing, pin down L.E. and T.E. and laminate tips round closely spaced pins, packing 

up laminations to conform with undercamber. Fit the ribs, then set up dihedral angles. Cement the upper 

spars in place, then remove from the board and fit the lower spars. 

Cover with Jap tissue if available, or light Modelspan, and apply dope 

thinly until all pores are filled. 

Tailplane is built in exactly the same way, but very little dope must be 

used to avoid warps. Fin is detachable for easy transport. Pack up 

edges and insert 1/32 in x 3/8 in. ribs. Form the root over the 

fuselage itself, sand to a symmetrical section, at the same time 

reducing the top ribs to 1/4 in. maximum depth, then add the spars. 

Finally, dowels are added. Propeller blades are carved to shape but 

the root left square. Build hub and pin it to the board, packing up 

about 1/2 in. Offer up the blades to the hub, using a 23 deg. pitch 

triangle at tips, and cut away blade roots to fit, remembering to allow 

for the ply facings. Bind roots with cement soaked bandage. 

Advantage of the prop stop used is that it freewheels for ease of 

winding, and leaves no unsupported length 

of shaft to bend in a hard landing. Action is thus: when power runs out, the prop freewheels until the stop 

arm, which has been pulled back by the rubber band, engages with the stop on the nose block. The blades 

are then folded back by air pressure, and held against the fuselage by light rubber bands. The stop should be 

bent so that once engaged, it cannot slip out again. 

Obtain a good glide from low turns, then increase the 

turns, using thrust adjustments as necessary. Correct 

for the best glide, in a righthand circle, at about 50 per 

cent, turns. Cement the trim tab in place when satisfied, 

and insert a small gusset to keep the setting. Ideal trim is 

a straight, steep climb at the start of power run, slowing 

down almost to stall point, and going into a shallower 

righthand turn. A small amount of right tail tilt helps in 

windy weather. Don’t be afraid to put all your strength 

into a fast launch. 

Remember, rubber can only be wound to 90 per cent. 

(1,000 turns on the 50 in. motor) five or six times before 

it becomes too weak to give a good performance, and, it 

should be properly run in before using in the model. Use a different motor for each comp. flight, or else 

leave a reasonable time between flights to let rubber regain strength. 

(See adverts towards the end) 
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Jim Newman’s anecdotes part 4 
 

Some of my design work while with Midwest Products., 1976. These are the same RC aerobatic sport model 

produced in all molded foam....so I also had to design the molds for it. 

 The model is the ATTACKER and is 48 inch span with a .20 glow engine. The red, white and blue model to 

the rear is the kit prototype, painted as was the first F-16. In fact, for the kit box label I used two photos of 

the same model in a slight bank towards the 

camera...but one of the photos I had made in a 

reduced size. 

 I placed the smaller shot to the rear...and made 

them look like TWO models in formation. 

 The label was an instant hit! More importantly, 

Midwest was barely able to keep the kit in stock, 

so popular did it become. 

 The ATTACKER  in Sea Fury colors is my own 

and used a Taipan .21 glow engine. 

 ATTACKER really was a scaled down version 

of my earlier .40 powered STRIKEMASTER, with a slightly different fin and rudder, that was published in 

RC MODELER. (The ATTACKER's 

fin and rudder were pure "stolen" F-104!) 

 The .40 powered STRIKEMASTER, too, was a docile aerobatic sport model that became very popular, 

especially so because it looked like a scale model...I think mostly because mine in the magazine photos was 

carrying bombs beneath each wing! 

I often enjoy a little RC soaring....especially when my 

RCer son comes up to visit from Indiana. 

 This is my 100 inch span RC soarer named Mistral IV, 

having been systematically developed from previous 

vee tail versions. (The vee tail was miserable in 

handling.) 

 This model was extremely successful in spite of its 

rather mundane looks and airfoil, when compared with 

the expensive glass fiber models. 

 This shot was taken at the Deep River Park Club in 

Indiana, circa 1985. It is still around but needs work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Platt (in the foreground) and myself in Dave's 

workshop in the suburbs to the west of Chicago. 

Probably 1972.  I lived about twenty minutes drive 

from Dave, in those days. 
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Just found this shot of my wife holding that FAI f/f contest model.  First of all a correction......The US 

Nationals, in which I competed with this model, was in 1971. 

Next some details of the FAI model.... 

 Span:  60 inches. 

 Engine:  Kosmic .15 

 Timer:   Seelig, operating fuel shut-off, then rudder trim to 

roll into the glide. 

 Fuel shut-off:   Elmic fuel shut-off. 

 Airfoil:   Thin, flat bottom "own design"! 

 The model was designed to to do one thing.....climb straight 

up as fast as possible. 

The object being to gain as much altitude as able, in the six 

seconds run alloted, 

then lose no altitude by rolling into its trimmed turn. In this 

manner I hoped to be in 

warm air high up, where there would be the greatest chance 

of hitching a ride on a passing 

thermal. It worked out pretty well........ 

 

I hope this is useable for you. It was scanned 

from Model Airplane News and the photo 

was by my good friend, Dave Linstrum.  It 

depicts the nose of my FAI model and you 

may be able to see that it is  very 

streamlined, with an elliptical cross section 

in general. The Elmic shut-off is alongside 

the Kosmic .15...while the Seelig timer is 

below the left wing. Construction is all balsa 

with transparent "Moneycoat" on the wings 

and tail.  NO undercart. 

 

 

 

The young man on the left is my aeromodelling son, 

Scott...while the guy reflecting a lot of light from his pate 

is myself. 

Vintage enthusiasts might derive a clue about the identity 

of the fellow in the middle, from the three red models 

overhead, In the late '40s, one "Gussie" Gunter, in the UK, 

enjoyed a lot of success with the man's Banshee, powered 

by an Elfin 1.8...as did myself.  The "star" in the center is, 

of course, my good friend Leon Shulman. The photo was 

shot at the Toledo Weak Signals RC Convention, in April 

of 1998. 

Leon is still around, myself having received an e-mail from 

him only this morning. 

 

 

 

 

So what have I been doing in these later years? Wel....for one thing, I have been enjoying flying a little 1 to 

1 scale, having been a pilot for many years.  On the left, I am about to disturb the air in a restored Tiger 
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Moth belonging to a friend.  On the right I am flying an RF4D motorglider over the flat lands of NW 

Indiana. 

 
 

This is a Chipmunk that bears the RAF Serial Number WP861...in addition to its United States registration. 

It is owned by Captain Chuck Pease, the gent on the right and who is an airline pilot. 

 I had just flown the aircraft for 45 minutes and, after landing, Captain Pease admitted that there was a 

feature on the aircraft that had totally mystified him. It was the four small, widely spaced, holes on the left 

side of the cowling. 

 Over the next few days, after a little research among my large aviation library, I determined that this was 

the actual aircraft in which the Duke of Edinborough had learned to fly. On every occasion that he went out 

to fly, the Erks attached his coat-of-arms to the left cowl panel.... The Flures de Lis. (  think I spelled that 

correctly!) My rear end has never felt the same since. To think...my cheeks had been in contact with the very 

seat in which a royal butt had been in contact............!!!!! 

  

Picture was taken at Clark County Airport, a little north of Louisville, Indiana, September 6th, 1986. 

 

 
A beautiful shot of the southern tip of Lake Michigan, taken about Summer 1996, when 

we still lived in Hobart, Indiana.  I am barely legal here, since the RF4D does not have lights...but I waited 

to get this shot. I am overhead Hobart airport and the plume of smoke comes from the Gary steel mills. 

The wharf in that vicinity is for unloading coal from the ships. The spit of land in the distance is the terminal 

for the Whiting, Indiana, oil terminal and refinery.  
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 Just up around the corner to the right, barely out of sight, is Chicago, Illinois...which is Kathy's  home town. 

No! She did not know Al Capone.....:-) :-) 

Notice how well aligned is the aileron. I used a short piece of balsa trailing edge shape  

balsa, double-stick taped to the underside of each aileron, to achieve perfect roll trim. 

  

 



11 

 

From, Stephen Winkworth 
 

As you can see, the South of France has 

not been spared the recent cold snap.  We 

have been using the time to investigate 

elementary particles, of which this is the 

most elusive - the Higgs Boson. 

    Our Swiss friends will recognise the 

cheese wedge, as a fine Emmenthal - 

symbolic of the stuff of matter, the 

universe, the Big Cheese, or whatever.  It 

is full of black holes, but is being 

continuously grated in the direction 

indicated by 'Time's Arrow', which in the 

mirror universe causes it to 'Emit'.  The 

whole thing is given mass or weight by a 

buzzing fly - the Boson Fly in fact - which 

is clinging to the wedge of cheese for all 

its worth. 

Power is supplied by a Pfeffers 0.6, and it is guided by a single servo in the tail. It has flown already, but 

that was before we fitted the radio, and its trajectory was somewhat crazy.  Warmer weather is eagerly 

awaited by the development team.  More details of this curious craft can be found in Aeromodeller July 

1965, where the designer Dr. Ing. 

Hermann Kayser is duly credited. 

  

 

 

 

 

Another picture of the 'Boson Fly'   

 

 

 
 

 

 
The Wing, or cheese grater, of the 

Boson Fly 
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From the ridiculous to the sublime?  I call this one 'Let there be flight!', and it is certainly in direct contrast 

to the 'Higgs Buzzing Fly' I just sent you.  You might want to credit the able photographer, Martin Dohrn, 

and the Science Photo Library, with whom I share the copyright.   
Here I am, launching the pteranodon glider 

I made for the David Attenborough film 

'Pterodactyls Alive?', shown on BBC1 TV 

in 1984.  The model, which spanned just 

under 15ft, flew for nearly an hour over the 

cliffs near Durdle Door in Dorset, 

following this launch.  After landing, a few 

more waggles of the transmitter stick were 

enough to empty the Ni-cads (remember 

them?) of their remaining charge.  I had 

really cut it fine.  But the TV crew were 

urging me on, and I prolonged the flight to 

what I believed was a safe limit - and it 

was - just! 
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Vector by N D Peacock a 22 inch span rubber quickie from Aero Modeller November 

1958 
 

This little model was built to try and find out something about the stability of a Delta layout. Flight 

pattern is fast and usually lasts around 20 secs. on 600 turns. 

Constructionally, the model is simple and sturdy. Enlarge the details for the1/4j-scale plan below. Make the 

fuselage tube by soaking the  1/16-in. sheet in water and then form round a convenient broom handle larger 

than the internal diameter of the finished tube. Ensure that the edges of the balsa are running parallel with 

the axis of the broom handle, then bind in place with rubber or tape and leave to dry out. 

Remove the balsa tube and cement up the joint holding the edges together with light rubber bands. 

Smear the excess cement along the join. When dry, slice off two sheet lengths and cut these down to fit into 

each end of the main tube; cement in place to give local reinforcement. Sand the ends of the tube and add 

1/32-in. ply discs with a square removed from the centre of each in place. The square hole then forms the 

nose and tail plug locating arrangements. The whole fuselage tube is covered with lightweight tissue and 

given three thin coats of dope, one clear, two colours. The wing is extremely simple, being a flat 1/8-in. 

square basic structure with spars added and strip ribs bent over. The ends of the strip ribs should be 

chamfered off where they meet the frame.  Elevons are added after sanding the edge to sit on the wing L.E. 

at a suitable angle (30°). Line the top of the elevon with the top 

of the T.E. When the frame is dry remove from the board and 

carefully sand off blending the underside of the T.E. with the 

elevon. Now fold some fine sandpaper over the fuselage and 

with the sand side out, then bed the wing frame down on the 

tube by moving it over the paper. Cover and dope the wing and 

pin it down to dry out. Do not cover the centre section at this 

stage. Next cement the wing to the fuselage, add the sheet fin 

and complete the covering. 

Hand launched glides do not prove much, so start off with a few 

turns and gradually increase them. Try and get a wide sweeping 

left-hand turn. The turn can be controlled by bending the 

elevons slightly (they are left uncovered) but chiefly control the tight left turn by adding right side thrust.  
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From George Stringwell 
 

 Herewith  a couple of pictures of my latest nostalgia scale-up of a Frog design - this one is the Mamba, 

originally a 19" span rubber model, my rendering is double size.  Specs are: Span 38 inches, AUW 22 or 24 

ounces depending upon battery used (3S lipo), motor 220 watt BRC outrunner, 30 amp ESC.  Controls all 

moving tail and ailerons (2 x 9 gram micros and 1 HS80MG on tailplane).  All balsa built-up with "D" box 

wing, covering is Esaki Liteflite tissue over 10 micron mylar, nitrate dope finish.  Not yet flown due to the 

fact that we are under snow and freezing our whatsits off in Haute Vienne at the moment (temperature has 

not been above minus 3 C for weeks) and also I am currently on crutches with a bad arthritic knee problem 

(the joys of getting old!).  Nothing for it but to stay warm and keep building, I have just started my final 

Frog model for now, a conversion of the Witch II rubber job for a micro outrunner and R/E radio, intended 

for park - or garden - flying, target weight 4 to 5 ounces. 
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A bit of nostalgia from Wishes Harry G.Witney 
 

I have just been made aware of your excellent publication ie; the Jan 2012 issue of Sticks and Tissue and 

firstly lovely to see people really building model aicraft the old way and such a variety., secondly to have 

two names which attracted my attention. 

The first name was the unlikely one of J. Gordon Bennett to which I can add a little known fact, in an earlier 

life-pre-war my father was huntsman to the Pau Fox Hunt(s/w France) and they produced a booklet to 

celebrate their 100th anniversary 1840-1940 

and as you can see J.Gordon Bennett was 

master from1880-1882(not many people know 

that). 

 The second name was George Fuller, If 

that was the George Fuller -ex St Albans 

Club early 1950's he is the one standing on 

right of picture with Pete Wright and Ted 

Buxton  holding I believe Ted's Team 

Racer, Pete Wright holding Wrangler in 

second pic. My T/R No.20 In third pic. 

 Ted and George were pit crew for Pete's 

Wrangler, Pete and George crew for Ted, 

and Pete and Ted were my crew for No. 20 

at C/L event in Brighton 1950 
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Engine Test by Peter Chinn  D-C Quickstart 

Spitfire 

 
It is now thirteen years since the original Allbon Spitfire 1 c.c. 

diesel, designed by Alan Allbon and 

manufactured by Davies-Chariton Ltd., was introduced, and 

more than nine years since it was superseded by the entirely 

redesigned Spitfire Mk.II. 

The present Spitfire is basically the same as the 1957 model, 

but incorporates a few small changes, plus the 

addition of a starter spring and, as an extra, a silencer unit. D-

C were one of the first British manufacturers to offer silencers 

for their engines. The D-C silencer is a very simple and 

modestly priced affair: just a U-shaped aluminium tube, 

suitably cut away at the centre, where it is wrapped around the upper part of the crankcase to cover the two 

exhaust outlets, and secured with a 6 BA screw and nut. The twin tailpipes thus formed are then packed with 

steel wool to form twin absorption type silencers. 

When originally tested on the .8 c.c. Merlin and 1.5 c.c Sabre, we found that this type of silencer could cause 

quite an appreciable reduction in power, but, as tested on the Spitfire, the power loss was quite modest. Prior 

to actual prop/r.p.m. and torque tests, we took the precaution of removing the old oil-soaked packing and 

lightly re packing the tailpipes with fresh steel wool. 

The general design of the Spitfire follows that of the 1.5 c.c. D-C Sabre model. The main casting comprises 

the crankcase and front bearing, including carburettor intake, plus a pair of very thick beam mounting lugs. 

These latter contain the long backplate mounting screws which also serve to retain the fuel tank or, if the 

tank is omitted can be used as an alternative means of mounting the engine—i.e. to the front bulkhead or 

firewall instead of to longitudinal beam mounts. 

The crankcase extends upwards to just above the level of the exhaust ports, where it is widened so that the 

flange on the cylinder sleeve drops down inside until arrested by an annular seating in the casting. The 

finned cylinder jacket then drops over the cylinder sleeve and screws into the top of the crankcase so that its 

lower edge butts against the liner flange, thereby securing the complete cylinder assembly. 

The cylinder ports are of the radial type. Three exhaust ports are located at 120 degree intervals through the 

flange and below them are three slit type transfer ports. As is usually the case with this type of porting, the 

exhaust has a very considerable timing lead on the transfer porting. In the case of the current Spitfire, the 

transfer ports are open for a modest 104 degrees of crank angle but the exhaust ports are open for nearly half 

a complete revolution—actually an unprecedented 178 degrees on our test engine, which is about 40 degrees 

more than one normally encounters with, for example, a loop-scavenged glow engine. 

The measured rotary-valve timing was also somewhat unorthodox. The valve closed at 45 degrees after top 

dead centre which is quite normal, but did not open until the crank was 85 degrees past B.D.C. A circular 

crankshaft port of 5/32 in. dia. is used and this registers with a circular port in the main bearings. The 

crankshaft runs direct in the crankcase material and employs a plain non-counterbalanced disc web. 

The Spitfire is equipped with Davies-Charlton’s “Quickstart” spring starter assembly. This consists of six 

coils of 17 s.w.g. spring steel wire, surrounding the crankcase nose and anchored by the left hand crankcase 

screw. The free end of the spring is formed in a loop to engage a dural cam behind the prop. 

A stop-pin is fitted to the Spitfire cylinder-head to limit the compression lever movement to one complete 

turn. This is a useful addition to a beginner’s engine for two reasons. Firstly, it reduces the extent to which 

the beginner can get muddled in finding the correct compression setting, especially if he, or someone else, 

has, as often happens, previously fiddled with the compression screw and disturbed the factory setting. 

Secondly, it minimises the risk of damage to the connecting-rod, gudgeon-pin or crankpin, through attempts 

to start the engine on too high a compression setting. 

A compression stop has only one disadvantage. This is its tendency to limit the extent to which the engine 

can be controlled on the largest and smallest props that it is capable of turning. In the case of a beginners’ 
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engine, this is not important, as the prop sizes generally used will hold the operational speed range within 

fairly close limits. Actually, on the Spitfire, we found the range of available compression adjustment more 

than adequate. When a stop-pin is fitted to a diesel, we have sometimes found it necessary to remove the pin 

to enable the ignition timing (compression setting) to be adjusted to the highest and/or lowest speeds and 

thus allow the engine to be tested over its full r.p.m. 

range to determine torque and power curves. On our test 

model Spitfire, however, the stop-pin position permitted 

operation on props ranging from 9 x 4 down to 6 x 3 

covering a static speed range of 5,300 to 15,200 r.p.m. 

Starting was good. Priming through the exhaust port 

was not necessary and the use of the silencer did not, 

therefore, complicate starting procedure. Beginners may 

find the Spitfire easier to start using the starter spring, 

but experienced modellers will find it just as easy by the 

conventional method of flicking the prop. It should be 

noted that, unlike the starters on some glow engines, the 

spring should be wound back only about half a turn. A 

very strong spring is used and half a turn is quite 

sufficient to spin the engine vigorously on release. The 

beginner is warned not to let the prop blade slip when winding the prop back against the spring: this can 

result in a painful rap on the fingers. The idea of a separate dural plate behind the prop, instead of using the 

prop blade, itself, to engage the starter spring, is a good one, especially with the strong spring necessary on a 

diesel, which tends to scar a wooden prop. 

Most of our tests, including torque tests, were carried out with the silencer fitted. We also checked the 

Spitfire with the silencer removed and found that the greatest power loss came, surprisingly, not at the 

highest speeds but in the middle range, around 10,000—11,000 r.p.m., with a loss of about 5 per cent. 

Loaded for a speed of 8,000 r.p.m., removal of the 

silencer raised speed by only 150 r.p.m. and at 13,500 the 

loss was only 250 r.p.m. The actual peak output of the 

Spitfire, just under .085 b.h.p. at approximately 13,800 

r.p.m. was, therefore, little affected by the removal of the 

silencer. The peaking speed was higher than had been 

anticipated and resulted in a slightly greater maximum 

output than we obtained with the earlier Spitfire Mk.II 

tested without silencer some eight years ago, despite the 

fact that the older engine 

started off by developing higher maximum torque.  

Prop/r.p.m. checks included the following: 7,200 r.p.m. 

on an 8 x 4 Tornado nylon, 8,100 on an 8 x 3- Top-Flite wood, 8,100 on a 7 x 5 P.A.W., 9,300 on a 7 x 4 

Top-Flite nylon, 11,000 on a 7x3 P.A.W., 12,600 on a 6x4 Power-Prop and 13,400 on a 6x4 Top-Flite wood. 

One of the best, and certainly the most complete, of instruction leaflets, accompanies each D-C engine. This 

is packed with useful information for the newcomer to power models and, added to the easy handling 

qualities and robust construction of the engine, helps to make the Spitfire an excellent choice as a beginner’s 

first engine. Power! Weight Ratio (as tested complete with silencer): 0.37 b.h.p./lb. 

Specific Output (as tested complete with silencer): 86 b.h.p./litre. 

 

SPECIFICATION 

Type: Single cylinder, air-cooled, reverse-flow scavenged two-stroke cycle, compression ignition. 

Crankshaft type rotary-valve induction. Plain bearings. 

Bore: 0.425 in. Stroke: 0.420 in. 

Swept Volume: 0.0596 cu.in. 0.976 c.c. 

Stroke Bore Ratio:0.988 : 1 

Weight: 3.4oz. less silencer 3.6 oz. with silencer 
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General Structural Data 

Pressure diecast aluminium alloy crankcase and un-bushed main bearing unit, with detachable rear cover. 

Hardened steel crankshaft with disc web, 0.312 in. dia. journal, 0.156 in. dia. crankpin and 0.140 in. bore gas 

passage. 

Hardened steel cylinder liner, flanged at exhaust belt and located by annular seating in crankcase. Machined 

aluminium alloy finned cooling jacket, colour 

anodised blue, screwed into crankcase to secure 

cylinder assembly. Lapped cast-iron piston with 

conical crown and pressed-in 0.125 in. dia. solid 

gudgeon-pin. Forged Hiduminium connecting rod. 

Machined aluminium alloy prop-driver fitted to 

taper on crankshaft. Brass spraybar assembly. 

Combined beam and two-point bulkhead mounting 

lugs. Detachable transparent fuel tank. Optional 

absorption type silencer unit. 

 

TEST CONDITIONS 

Running time prior to test: 2 hours. 

Fuel used: Keilkraft Diesel. 

Atmospheric Temperature: 50 deg.F. 

Barometer: 30.00 in. Hg. 

Silencer Type: D-C Quickstart as recommended. 

 

 

Roving correspondent in Oz 

 
AIRBORNE FROM LHR TO SNG, THEN TO BNE, RETURNING VIA HKG 

 

An Australian Experience – by Martyn Pressnell   

 

Every few years it is our great pleasure to visit our son and family in Australia, this occasion in January and 

February avoiding some of the coldest UK weather in the South this year. Several airlines now operate the 

new Airbus A380 on the leg to Singapore and we chose to take our chances with the Queensland and 

Northern Territories Airline Service otherwise known as QANTAS. 

The A380 has been in the news in recent times because a Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine in a Qantas aircraft 

suffered a turbine disk break up. This is something like a supersonic circular saw that was spat out through 

the wing trailing edge structure. The airworthiness requirements are that such an occurrence should not 

unduly hazard the aircraft. This in turn gives rise to the duplication of flying control runs and indeed 

triplication in the case of electric signalling as in the A380.Thus the aircraft is safeguarded but not 

necessarily the passengers! This was not tested by the accident, but it was embarrassing that the other 

engines could not be stopped for several hours after landing safely. 

The flight before ours was damaged on the ground when a service vehicle collided with and engine nacelle. 

This resulted in the flight being delayed by 13 hours when the next A380 arrived at Heathrow. Every 

subsequent flight was similarly delayed until the damaged aircraft could come back into service about a 

week later. We spent an unscheduled night at the Premier Inn with a meal (choice of three curries) provided 

by Qantas. 

At last we were away 13 hours late and forfeiting a night of our stopover in Singapore. One could look out at 

the remarkable 262 ft wingspan with its extraordinary convex curvature at the inner end. This looks highly 

aerodynamic but the reason for it is simply to ensure sufficient engine ground clearance whilst allowing the 

wing to pass through the fuselage below the lower floor, and so saving undercarriage length and weight. 

The economy class layout was 3:4:3 seats across the lower deck, where we chose to take an inner isle pair of 

seats. I don’t care for the outer three seats on long haul because of the disturbance in needing the toilet in the 

night and preferring more freedom to walk around a bit. The seats were comfortable but not more than usual 



20 

 

as an economy passenger. I liked the Flight Path display on the individual TV screen but the Sky Cam that 

displayed a view from high up the fin looking forward was disappointing. The A380 with about 550 

passengers on board climbed away smartly to reach a cruise at 35,000 ft and 546 mph over Budapest where 

dinner was served. As fuel was burned off the plane was allowed to climb under autopilot to 39,000 ft over 

Afghanistan, outside air temperature minus 60 o C. Eventually we reached 41,000 ft over the Bay of Bengal. 

12 ½ hours onboard an aircraft is more than enough to endure and we were pleased to alight and enjoy the 

warm and sunny atmosphere of Singapore whilst adjusting to an eight hour time difference. 

As you may know the fleet of A380’s was later grounded when cracks were found in the wings. It was 

mentioned in one report that these cracks were found in the stringer to rib joints of which there are a vast 

multitude machined into the ribs themselves. My time in the aircraft industry makes me particularly 

concerned about this where it is possible to permanently build-in stresses across the light alloy grain 

direction. This promotes rapid fatigue that could spread into the rib. There is the risk that the wing skins will 

depart from the internal structure due to the pressures of refuelling the aircraft, or during rolling 

manoeuvres. Anyway my A380 flying was complete. 

The onward leg to Brisbane, a flight of 8 hours duration and just two hours time difference was easier. This 

was flown by a Qantas A330 aircraft that has been in service for many years. It is a long range machine with 

just two fanjet engines, it is allowed to fly extended flights over water (ETOPS) because of the demonstrated 

reliability of the GE engines. That’s alright then! Although not quite so fast or high climbing as the A380 it 

gave a comfortable flight. The seating is 2:4:2 abreast so that one can have a window seat without the other 

hazards mentioned.  Queensland in the summer months enjoys sub-tropical weather which means there is a 

lot of torrential rain and it is very humid whilst being quite hot, about 28 degrees C in the shade. When the 

sun comes out take shelter, as the Australian TV constantly reminds one, ‘It’s not healthy to be brown’. 

Of course it was great to see the family again and meet their friends at Tyagarah near to Byron Bay, the most 

easterly point on the mainland of Australia. I had never seen kangaroos in Australia and my wish was 

granted by a visit to the Carrumbin Wild Life Sanctuary. Many strange creatures were here including the 

disgusting Tasmanian Devil (a cat sized rat). The kangaroos were a delight until it came on to rain when we 

sped to shelter. Had to push our way in against the kangaroos who got there first. These kangaroos were 

very tame and not troubled it seems by the continuous noise of airliners descending into Coolangatta, the 

Gold Coast airport. 

I had been in touch with an Australian aeromodeller, Dave Paton, and he  invited me to spend a day with 

him in Brisbane. He met me and we progressed to a very large model aircraft emporium called Hobbyrama 

at Stafford. You can get an idea from the photo of its size and scope, all types of model are catered for, but 

unfortunately the English £ does not go far in Australia so there were no bargains for me. Then onwards to 

the flying field of the Tyngalpa Model Flying Club to meet members Ron Moore, Philip Collings and Ray 

Perrin, in the covered pits area. Flying is conducted from a fenced flight line, clearly marked with the height 

limiting 400 ft below the Brisbane airport approach path. 

Onwards again to Dave’s home in Charlton, Brisbane, to see his lavish model making facilities beneath his 

house, together with his professional photographic business. Dave specialises in Old Time radio assist types 

of model. These are large and suited to the Australian duration class events with a 1956 cut-off date. Dave 

loves to cruise through the clouds at great height at the club’s out of town flying fields. Then upstairs to 

meet Mrs Paton and other flying friends who came to meet me, Peter Loyde, Des Slattery, Kim Turner and 

Herb Drayton, and then enjoy a generous BBQ lunch. I was able to distribute a few plans and RAM 

propellers brought from England and show some videos of my models and something of my experiences 

with hybrid airships. Then on departing Dave took me to his local model shop, Budget Hobbies on East 

Side, where one of the fellows, an expat from Hampshire, was working and eagerly talked about flying at 

Beaulieu aerodrome. 

The return Journey was made via Hong Kong by another A330 and eventually by Boeing 747 to London, 

arriving at 4.30 am. It was cold and horrible but we had missed the snow. My central heating boiler had 

packed up whilst we were away. I had bought a little helicopter in Hong Kong as a momento and it has 

given me some fun trying to master the vaguaries of its flight whilst adapting to my familiar surroundings 

again. I do much appreciate the very kind way in which I was received by aeromodellers in Brisbane and 

found they speak the same language, we have so much in common to remember. 
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Hobbyrama at Stafford with Dave Paton on guard               Hobbyrama inside 

 

     
Members of the Tingalpa MAC in the pits area at Brisbane                  Daves’s workshop 

 

   
Budget Hobbies at East Side, Brisbane                                With Dave Paton and his wife at home 

 

 

 

 

Qantas A380 on the stand at Heathrow.  

Photograph  which helps to see the wing shape I 

am describing. 
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From Bill Wells 
      

                     I was lucky enough to be in the huge number of people born just after the Second World War, 

referred to 10-15 years later as the bulge! I mention this in passing as the Grammar school only had so many 

places and the dregs had to go to the Secondary School with class sizes of 40-45 being the norm. Although 

there were many disadvantages of a Secondary School with such large numbers the advantage in my case 

was it was a progressive school that did ‘O’ and ‘A’ level subjects. But unlike our intellectual superiors in 

the Grammar school we were actually encouraged to take on practical past times for Dinner time and After 

School  activities. So we formed a Model Aircraft Club which utilised a corner of the wood work room 

which gave us room to build models. We even got school funds to buy a Cox PT19 plastic trainer, a KK 

Talon and an ED Racer plus a Cox powered all plastic Hover Craft. After school one day we got the Hover 

Craft running inside the building and let it loose down one of the corridors. Well a Cox Babe Bee at full chat 

is a bit loud but on a stone floor and brick wall one side and fully enclosed with wood and glass reflecting 

the racket back nobody was left in doubt as to what we were doing. Various people (not thought to around) 

emerged out of the woodwork to observe the goings on. Fortunately it was all accepted in good humour. But 

in future could we use it outside! In those days a Hover Craft was a relatively new idea we were on the edge 

of Space travel so us kids messing around with such modern things was accepted. No Elf and Safety in those 

days, thank goodness.  During the dinner hours or after school we amused ourselves flying the KK Talon or 

PT19 together with our own models. In those days people were interested in model aircraft and the noise 

didn’t seem to matter quite so much. Now I don’t know what it is but the Racer in the Talon makes a very 

distinctive sound a sort of background vibration or whine that other models did not make. 

                  Bearing in mind the above fondness for the Talon I was fortunate to get my hands on a Plan some 

20 odd years later. I had an ED Racer so I started the build while in Ellon 1984. Before anyone asks the 

aluminium thingy just above the nose is a needle valve protector just in case there was an inverted crunch 

into the ground. I took my time building it because of the lack of anywhere to fly it and of someone to 
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launch it. Then various family commitments took over so it was into the 1990s before I got to fly it. All the 

old memories came flooding back that distinctive whine was there and yes it flew just like the original did. 

 

I had words with PAW about the PK 25/86 (because I have one) and was told they made up an order for 100 

of them. So I have one I wonder where the other 99 are? 

Lastly Irvine engines are relatively modern but not many of them were diesels. There were some factory 

made 40s complete with drop down brass contra pistons until they spotted the problem and modified them to 

stop them doing that little trick. The picture is of the rarer Irvine 20.            

   
 

   
 

 

 

David Kinsella’s Column 
 

Champ’s Choice 

Long a devotee of the Vintage scene with big models such as the Comet II 

and Premier Lion (and in Scale a huge Imperial Airways HP42 powered by 

ED Comp Specials!) Les Duffy has tackled boats and tethered cars. Here we 

have his Rolls-Royce armoured car alongside a Brooklands single seater of 

Parry Thomas times, aero engines vital then and freely available from 1918. 

No surprise at all that the pair generated much interest, Nigel Mansell 

deciding to pop the green car in his collection. Dug up and restored after 

many years in a sand grave near the crash, the Liberty-engined Parry Thonas 

‘Babs’ may be seen these days at Brooklands. 
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September ‘55 

They met at speed at the intersection of 41 and 46 on the West Coast, James Dean in his 550 Porsche spider 

(one of just 90), Donald Turnupseed in his Ford Tudor. A week before at the Villa Capri the 150mph soft 

top silver with red stripes and still wrapped in cellophane, was seen by a famous actor over from the UK. 

Batmobile artist George Barris had tweaked the Porsche and it looked great. Over the evening meal the 

young star of Giant (1956) was told by the Englishman not to drive the car. On the way up with Hudson. and 

Taylor, James Dean saw no reason not to, superstardom was just within reach... 

 

Essential Gents 

New thoughts  of a beautiful VTR in mind? Messrs McDonald (plans), Goodall 

(motors), Robinson (wheels and spinners) and Crisp (motor repairs said mods) can 

assist here and Paul Winter (020 8958 6731) of PS Aeroproducts offer all the tanks, 

props, lines and u/carts you’ll ever need from their Middlesex store. If the fires need 

stoking - surely not! - then spend an hour or so with Gordon Rae’s big book of 

beautiful bolides in VTR form. Perfect for display indoors or out (my Bengal 

Lancers stands alongside my Toreador of 1957 as I type this) all VTRs ache for a 

go-to-town approach re final finish.  Bright colours, strident names plus the best in 

wheels, props and spinners will result in a model worth all effort and expense. 

 

 

TPO 

Famous movie Night Mail (1936) with Auden’s words and Britten’s music was shot on 

the mighty LMS, the Travelling Post Office picking up, sorting and dropping mail as it 

charged north to Scotland (’Thìs is the Night Mail crossing the border/Bringing the 

cheque and the postal order’). The GPO Film Unit and LMS Publicity did a magnificent 

job, the idea sparked by a Bassett-Lowke model layout. Mail trains have always attracted, 

the Great Train Robbery of 1963 equal to some £50 million today. And when thoughts 

turned to a book on the robbery, ace WW2 commando Otto Skorzeny stepped smartly 

forward. Very interesting... 

 

Perfect Oval 

In red and silver and ideal for most Vintage designs, the Oliver Tiger oval is the only shape for a Tiger 

powered VTR. The later orange triangle of the 1970s is really too modern. Turn to’ page 15 of the August 

edition (No 57) and there it is, the iconic oval together with a Mk III Tiger. 

 

Top Prof 

Author of several great books on military subjects, Edward Richard Holmes died last 

April aged just 65. Deep research revealing astonishing stories, some told during his ‘war 

walks’ on television, Sahib (2005) tells over 600 pages the age of Empire in India. One 

day, riding the North West Frontier near the Hindu Kush, he was approached by an old 

man who had travelled far to meet him. Holmes took the rifle that was offered for 

inspection. Long ago it was a gift from Lord Curzon to his family, the old man said. 

History and honour are still important there. Viceroy Curzon was a sensation aboard his 

giant elephant Lutchmann Pershad at the 1903 Durbar, yet the Fellow of All Souls was 

not averse to nailing down his carpets at Kedleston Hall, saying he could do it better than 

anyone else!  

 

Wood Available 

Packs of balsa as well as sheet are available at Holborn’s Modelzone. Open on Sundays too (s&T No 57) 

Ken’s big store is just five minutes from the station. It could be the answer when supplies are low. Models of 

all kinds in many scales will make you linger longer. 
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Take Five 

Nights at Jazz FM confirmed the spread of the subject, incoming calls that ‘that’s not 

jazz’ quite common. Surprising then that one tune launched fifty years ago is still 

recognised as soon as it’s heard today. In 5/4 time Take Five (and Blue Rondo in 9/8) 

is famous for Brubeck’s piano, Joe Morello’s natural—sounding drums like a distant 

summer storm. Take Five was a worldwide hit, the cover of Time beckoned, and the 

boys became stars in their own right with college papers and books and videos 

charting world tours. 

 

Salted Away 

Homes for leaders earmarked, Goering took a shine to Saltwood Castle in Kent and left 

instructions not to bomb in the Hythe area despite the RHDR’S armoured train and Pluto 

(fuel pipeline). Nelson’s Column was also on his list. At the time spies and double agents 

cruised the big hotels picking up secrets, sometimes hiding in wardrobes or behind 

curtains. Uniforms and air raids, fake fivers and correspondent shoes, Coward’s hits and 

nightclub parties was London at war. Bombs fell butjoints jumped. 

 

Top Tom 

In a deal worth £425 million, Thomas the Tank Engine has chuffed to the USA. First as stories for his 

family, the Reverend Audry introduced us to locos in bright colours and the Fat Controller. Seen at Bristol 

and Swindon shows in the 1980’s, the famous controller was usually in attendance to advise on model 

railway practice. What would Wilbert Vere Awdry think of it now? 

 

Top Cat 

Long and liquid lunches, meetings in Throgmorton Street and on The Floor (there was a viewing gallery) 

and shorter hours too, the City before Big Bang was club-like where many had nicknames. One brother had 

a VC, the other a Military Cross and he was known as ‘The Coward’.  A leading trader today, Terry was 

‘Top Cat’ and an immaculate chap with one leg answered to ‘Silver’. 

 

Happy Return 

Don’t miss the SAM 35 Yearbook. Full of good stuff, copies are now ready for you (020 8878 7041). 

Started by Peter Michel, Brian. Lever carries on. The good work. 

 

540K 

Having invented the thing anyway, it’s not surprising that the German 

car (don’t forget Rolls-Royce and Bentley badging) is strong on value 

and big in world markets. Along the way great classics have been laid 

down for future generations and the Mercedes-Benz 540K (1936—39, 

406 built) is one. Seen here in restored form with blown 5.4 litre engine, 

5-speed box and independent suspension (rare 75 years ago) and sitting 

at around £350,000, such a Bondmobile is best viewed at dusk and to the strains of Barry’s intro t: 

OHMSS (1969). Pedal to the metal brings the blower in with a mighty wail as the gas gauge starts to 

unwind, in my case hitting the stop half-way round Trafalgar Square! Under a blanket n the 

Sindelfingen coachwork were machine guns various for use in a movie. Fortunately a gallon 

arrived ahead of PC49. 

 

Pulp Fiction 

Rockfist Rogan (S&T No 49) was one of the heroes of the great days of UK comics, 

starting, with Union. Jack, Boys of Empire and Dreadnought of the 1870s on up to the 

demise of Eagle in January 1994 (five other titles by then incorporated such as Tiger and 

Wildcat). Times were changing. Tougher stuff in the shape of Valiant and Action was 

launched a while before. Standout Action - featuring Kurt Hellmann, his sledgehammer and 

panzer tank – caused questions but Wizard, Jag, Hornet and  others followed the warpath to 
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sales. In time they all faded away.  But chaps need not worry Beano is with us and Commando in booklet 

form, carries on, the latter celebrated with a, show at the Army Museum, Chelsea. Several hardbacks 

celebrate the UK comic. 

 

State Express 

With its droop snoot and stunning looks, the first BOAC Concorde service — London Bahraìn — took off 

36 years ago, the slim tube stuffed with VIPs and television cameras, crates of champagne, cigars and fine 

food. Mach 2 was cheered, the Earth’s curve was admired and salt and pepper shakers vanished as 

souvenirs. Following Imperial Airways, for a time BOAC used the Imperial offices in Victoria. So fast on 

the Atlantic run, several worked in London and New York in the same week, even the same day.  

 

Dates Set 

Leading painters around the country are preparing for The Guild of 

Aviation Artists London Show. The Mall Galleries are just five minutes 

from Trafalgar Square and the dates are 16 to 22 July. Like bees to honey, 

RAF and flying types, modellers and scribes, buyers and sellers gather in 

force on the opening morning. In 2011 larger than ever before, some 450 

pictures are hung for your enjoyment and possible investment. Prints are ok, 

but who wants ok? In these pressing times an original - Voss in a split-arse 

turn as he; fires at McCudden, Bader rolling the Bulldog, a Vulcan at low 

level--packs punch like no other and is worth all the bread-and-water 

struggle to get it. And every two years there’s the follow-up show in Coventry where I had my Mr Toad 

moment in the stunning Alvis. 

 

What Happened? 

Backed up by a recording, an ex gunner of a Lancaster said that on a return flight he shot down Guy Gibson, 

thinking the Mosquito was a closing JU88.  Together with a combat report of the raid over Germany, a 

World War 2 historian is certain that friendly fire claimed the hero VC of the Dams Raid. The returning 

force was over Belgium, it was September 1944 and fighters and flak had been light. Nerves on edge, in 

poor light, such things happen. Hours earlier in his Mosquito young Gibson had led 227 Lancasters and 10 

Mosquitos in a two-target attack on Rheydt and Munchengladbach. 

 

Partners 

As confirmed by Bolton and Watt, Proctor and Gamble and Broadway stars Rogers 

and Hart, partnerships are important. For fifty years now Jagger and Richards have 

headed a business which has generated billions, and even now a new world tour is 

being planned for vast halls and arenas. Mums who told their sons to dump the guitar 

and take up gas fitting may be wringing their hands at such success. Two millionaire 

singers who earlier discarded the pipewrench and grave-digger’s spade were able to 

reward their mothers with large houses and fine cars. Independent thought is also 

advisable. Mick and Keef got going at Korner’s club in Ealing in July 1962 along with Brian and Bill. 

 

Tough Stuff. 

Hard at it in the Rolex Sydney Hobart, British boat Ran charges on in choppy 

weather. These days some racers have moving fin keels powered by rams and 

tons of water ballast can be shifted in minutes. Modern designs and space age 

materials have produced powerful and very quick boats - but all ends in a 

mighty capsize when the slender fin keel snaps. Vintage racers such as our 

1958 Cup boat Sceptre, old stern replaced, enjoy increasing acclaim at all the 

major events around Europe and across the Atlantic. 
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Some Moover! 

First drawn up when Victoria was alive, the magnificent 27ft A Rater (S& No58) with its 40ft mast was the 

work of local schoolmaster Linton Hope. Near the Thames he taught science and art, agreeing with others 

that sailing on narrow water lined with trees and bushes was possible if a rig was really tall. Early boats of 

wood survive but a new A from Synthesize Racing (some 18 months in the making) is all GRP and carbon, 

the interior with spinnaker chute reminding me of a 505. Amazing speed for sure - so long as the 3-man 

crew can hang on! 

 

Beautiful Boxes 

There’s Vintage kits for everyone in the Ben Buckle range: 8f t Falcon, 6f t Great News, 5ft Elf Biplane, 4ft 

Hepcat and thirty more. And there’s plans too if you don’t need wood and bits to build your dream. Call 

Colin or Clare on 01793 764017. From my Falcon kit (signed at Old Warden by Ron Moulton, a great chum 

of the KK chief) I’m convinced that all Buckles are big an value and perfect for your conversion into the 

true faith. The famous Junior 60 costs around £70. 

 

Park Time 

Raynes Park AC meetings are going well, recently Malcolm Jagger arriving a mint kit from pre plastic days 

and Ian Russell wowing us with a 1948 speed model (McCoy 49) built by Jolmny Hall.   Scanning the many 

Speed plans offered by Terry McDonald - greats from Wìsniewski, Newberger, Shaw, DeBolt –take us back 

to the happier days of full employment and less technical times when a 

have-a-go spirit produced a variety of shapes and sizes (as with 

VTRRs) Inspired by Closterrnan’s The Big Show (1951) I attempted a 

solid of a FW190 but the wood was hard and hairy and roughly shaped 

and only a pressed metal cowl and BMW outline was ready for use. To 

my mind just the dedicated should take on these old kits. If the box and 

artwork look good then retire the old fellow to a spot in the engine 

cabinet. Several editions of The Big Show exist, nine printings in the 

1950s alone! With an hour or two at the bench you soon appreciate the 

genius of Gerald Wingrove and model railway ace James Stanley Beeson (as covered in S&T). As reported, 

here’s the 191mph  2.5cc Halman Seed model fielded by Ken Morrissey 

 

Can Do 

Classic cars costing six and seven figures in the sale room, a cheaper way forward is to build one from 

original and replica parts. Reported in a UK magazine, a magnificent two-seater Bugatti was created for less 

than £40,000 rather than some £140,000 for the real deal. Even old leather with its patina was sourced for 

the seats and trim. Years as well as money were invested, the result being impressive and great fun on the 

open road. Where there’s a will there’s a way. 

 

Plans Are Made 

Information kindly supplied by Phil Smith— enthusiast, 

designer, winner of top trophies such as the- Queen’s Gold 

Cup — let S&T run The Phil Smith Story from June to 

December 2009. Phil’s Veron designs are numerous and 

famous, boats too, and the good news is that several plans are 

in print and available 

from son Colin Smith (The list is to be found in adverts JP).  

Here Phil advises The Shah of Iran 
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Thunderbolt a big stunt model with modern lines by Bill Morley  from August 1955 

Aero Modeller. 

 
Towards the end of 1951, Bill Morley decided to produce a stunt model that would incorporate the good 

looks of a team racer together with the smoothest and most precise possible flying characteristics. It was felt 

that the average British stunt model at that time was far too small for top-class precision aerobatics, so he 

thought he would try to forecast the type of model that would be produced during the next few years by then 

current American trend in stunt design. 

That Bill was successful in this is shown in the similarity between “Thunderbolt” and the designs of Bob 

Palmer (considered to be the world’s leading authority on aerobatic C/L models) such as “Smoothie” and 

“Pow Wow”, and now “Thunderbird”. The original weighed 21/2 lb. with fuel and prop, but it was built 

rather heavily. Using suitable wood and finishing carefully, it should be possible to build a “Thunderbolt” 

around 28-32 oz. Every expectation regarding handling was fulfilled, the model flying quite slowly and 

being extremely smooth and rock-steady right through the stunt pattern on 60-65 ft. lines, depending on 

weather conditions. 

Construction is quite orthodox, and presents no particular 

problems, providing you take your time. 

Commence with the wing. Pin down the front lower main spar, 

to which the ribs are then cemented. Add the front and rear 

upper main-spars, leading edge and top half of trailing edge 

while still on plan. After allowing to dry thoroughly, remove 

wing and cement in the rear low spar and bottom half of trailing 

edge. Incidentally, the spars will have to be spliced, so don’t 

forget to stagger the splices. Glue in the 1/8 in. sheet webs and 

the 1/4 in. square supports in the centre section, followed by the 

bellcrank platform. Next fit the bellcrank, stub lead-outs and flap 

pushrod. Leave the latter slightly overlength and don’t bend 

them over yet. Add both tips, leaving the front fairing blocks 

only roughly carved to shape; sew on the 10 s.w.g. tube lead-out 

guides and solder the flexible cables on to the stub-lead-outs. 

Pedal cycle 3-speed cable is best for this purpose. Cement on the 

leading edge and centre-section sheeting and cap-strips. Add the 

inside flap only, into which is recessed the flap horn, well cemented. Sand the entire structure with fine 

sandpaper, finishing off the wing tip fairing blocks.  

Cut out all fuselage parts. Glue fuselage doublers to sides and weight them down while they dry. Bend u/c to 

shape and bind to F.3 with strong thread. Make up an assembly consisting of F.2, the engine bearers and F.3; 

glue the fuselage side to it, clamping w banith rubberds until set. Pull in and cement together the ends of the 

sides, then add the rest of the formers. Cut out the small piece to clear the flap horn. Slide the wing through 

the fuselage, line everything up dead centrally, and stick the two together really strongly. You may now add 

the outer flap. Bend over the end of the push rod so that when engaged, the bellcrank and flaps are both at 

neutral. Replace the small piece in the side and sand smooth. 

Make up the tailplme/elevator assembly, cut away the rear end of the fuselage to accommodate the tailplane 

and cement into position. Insert and fix in place the main pushrod. Add 1/4 in. square top longer on rear of 

cabin and cement fin into place, followed by 1/2 in. sheet fuselage fairings either side. Leave these square 

for now. 

Solder up tank and glue it strongly underneath bearers. Stick on fuselage bottom and tail wheel. The front 

turtle decking can be made in one piece by choosing some flexible medium 1/8 in. sheet, wetting the outside 

and rubbing cement on the inside. Trim to shape rear of the, cabin is done in the same manner, but in two 

pieces. Cut out the cockpit and fix in floor, pilot and headrests. Stick on canopy. 

Fix motor to bearers, add top halves of cowling and FI. The detachable lower half of the cowling is made up 

from front block, 1/4m, sheet sides and1/2 in. sheet bottom. 

Pack the ports of the motor with cotton wool. Sand the entire fuselage and cowling to a smooth pleasing 

shape. 
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Cover wing and tail with lightweight silk or heavy weight tissue, and finish the model to your own taste. 

When completed, without fuel but with prop, the model should balance midway between the front lead-out 

and the pivot point at the wing roots. If it doesn’t, add lead until it does. 

Please, please, test fly on a calm day! 

 

(Short kits will be available from Derek Foxwell 02086471033    derekfoxwell@btinternet.com 

He’s slowly stocking up following his heart attack so may be a month or two) 

 

 

POST S&T 
 

MODEL LONGEVITY – THE TAURI STORY – by Dave Ashenden 

 

In1970, whilst serving in the RAF, I found myself on a one year unaccompanied tour at RAF Sharjah in the 

Trucial States in the Persian Gulf (now part of the United Arab Emirates (UAE)) just along the coast from 

Dubia. This provided some financial benefits in the form of additional pay.  

Previously my modelling experience had been only with C/Line and Free Flight models and with A2 Glider 

competitions in particular. However I could now purchase R/C items from the UK free of purchase tax 

(remember that?) the precursor to VAT. And so I acquired a set of Skyleader SL4 (27 Mhz) proportional 

radio gear. This cost me £100 tax free instead of the £145 it would have cost back in the UK.  

On arrival at Sharjah I found that Gordon Counsel (subsequently a columnist in the Radio Modeller 

magazine), a former colleague and fellow RAFMAA member, had just started up a model aircraft club and 

had arranged with the local SHELL Co dept to supply the necessary ingredients to make our own Glow Fuel  

and he had also arranged for a model goods suppliers in the UK and Bahrain to supply us with balsa wood 

and glues etc. These were sent down to us from Bahrain via the daily RAF Argosy Shuttle aircraft. So we 

had the basic means to build and fly, well done Gordon!   

For my first R/C model I chose to build a KK Mini-Super employing 3 functions and using an OS19 glow 

engine for power. With a view to the inevitable problem of transporting the model back to the UK at the end 

of my tour I made the tail plane of the Mini Super detachable.  As we had little else to do in our spare time 

the model was completed in fairly quick time. Now came the need to test fly it. Fortunately we had recently 

been joined by a young guy who was the then RAFMAA aerobatic ace – Ray Murray. From day one I have 

kept a log of all my R/C flights and model flying hours and this shows that Ray flew the Mini Super on its 

first flight on 5th April 1970. He then commenced to teach me how to fly it and perform circuits etc.  

Because of the heat (40 – 45 degrees Centigrade around midday) and the very high humidity, the working 

day started at 0600 hrs and ended 

at 1300 hrs thus providing a lot of 

time to devote to flying R/C 

models and also acquire a good 

tan – what bliss !!! We had a good 

rapport with the ATC and flew 

from the main runway between 

GULF AIR scheduled flights. 

Under the above ideal conditions I 

made good progress. The Mini-

Super and SL 4 combination 

proved to be very reliable and 

served me well. During the 

summer of 1970 it became clear 

that I would eventually need to 

progress onto an aileron equipped 

trainer model. I elected to build 

myself a four-function Tauri (57 

inch span) powered by an OS 30 

mailto:derekfoxwell@btinternet.com
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glow engine. (Designed by the then USA R/C aerobatic champion Ed Kazmirski - it was to become a 

classic). I built it from the APS plan and used Strip ailerons. Again, with the problem of transporting it back 

to the UK in mind, I modified the design to 

incorporate a removable tailplane (see 

photos). At the time I was concerned that 

this ‘modification’ might weaken the tail 

end structure, however it has proven to be 

satisfactory and has worked well over the 

subsequent long life of the model. The 

fuselage was covered in blue Solarfilm and 

the flying surfaces in orange Solarfilm. 

My Flying Log indicates that I first flew the 

Tauri on 25th October 1970 and that it 

required no trim inputs for straight and level 

flight, indicating that it had been built 

reasonably straight, so I was very pleased 

with the end result. With its semi-

symmetrical wing section and strip ailerons 

the Tauri enabled me to explore and expand 

my aerobatic repertoire.  I was able to get 30 flights in before I had to finally pack it away in its 

transportation box, together with the Mini-Super, for passage to the UK. 

Back in the UK in 1971 I was posted to RAF Swanton Morley in Norfolk and my Log shows that my first 

UK R/C flight, with the Tauri, was on 11 March 1971 from the main runway at nearby RAF Watton and by 

the end of 1971 it had logged 95 flights (these being intermingled with flying the Mini-Super). The net 

effect, thanks to my experience flying the Tauri, was that I had developed my R/C flying skills such that I 

was now confidently teaching beginners to fly their models –. In July 1972, with a 105 flights logged it had 

a minor altercation, via a deadstick, with a cabbage patch which caused some damage to the starboard wing.  

As part of the repair process I scrapped the strip ailerons and built in some inset ailerons and also reduced 

the dihedral to nearly zero.  The result was much better lateral control and less barrelly rolls.  By this time 

we had gained permission to fly from the grass airfield at Swanton Morley and I became aware that it was 

now reluctant to perform touch and goes on grass. More power was needed so I fitted an OS 40H engine and 

this provided the necessary oomph. By now I was confident enough to try spinning and to my delight it spun 

beautifully and, more importantly, exited spins the instant the sticks were centred.  

As a bit of a diversion and variety I designed a detachable parachute module which located on top of the 

wing on the centre line. This worked such that when the throttle was brought back to idle the bands securing 

the module were released. Many successful flights were made in this mode. By this time (1972) I was flying 

regularly with the Norwich Model Club and on one occasion while taking part in an Airshow near the East 

Anglia University Complex the module made an unscheduled departure and landed somewhere on the roof 

of the University. Despite a long search no joy – it’s probably still there!  

In July 1973 I took part in the annual RAFMAA championships held that year at RAF Colerne (Nr Bath). I 

flew the Tauri in FAI aerobatics and placed 5th – fantastic, plus I also did some ‘open’ pylon racing. It now 

had logged 191 flights and was going as well as ever. I continued to fly the Tauri through till March 1974  - 

by then it had logged 222 flights and 29.5 flying hours. However by this time I had constructed a 66% sized 

version of Phil Kraft’s Kwik-Fli and was flying well using the OS 40H, so the Tauri went into retirement. 

In April 1976 a Fox 36 R/C was fitted to the Tauri and it flew well from hard surfaces. However in May 

1976, whilst performing during an ‘Air Day’ at the local village the elevator plastic Kwik-link failed (NB: 

always use metal Kwik-links on critical functions!) and the model dived vertically into some Gorse bushes 

resulting in a damaged right wing – the model had logged 232 flights and 30.55 flying hours. However it 

was subsequently repaired satisfactorily. My lifestyle during the period from 1977 through till 1981 was 

pretty hectic and included divorce and remarrying. I had also retired from the RAF and had joined Flight 

Refuelling at Wimborne. However during this busy period whilst all of my models travelled a great deal 

they were kept in safe and reasonable condition in storage. 
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In May 1981 I joined 

WMAC and took my flight 

test (at Somerly) using the 

Tauri. However the Fox 36 

was deemed to be too noisy 

and so I fitted another 

OS40H (S/hand) - problem 

solved. Flying in May 

1982, by now at Cashmoor, 

my log shows that it had 

logged 270 flights and 

36.50 flying hours. By now 

I was using Futaba 35 Mhz 

R/C gear – the use of 27 

Mhz gear having now been 

banned within WMAC. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the years 1982 through till 2009 I built, flew and repaired dozens of different models and during this 

period the Tauri remained intact but dutifully available in store in the loft. Then in early 2009, with it’s 40th 

birthday in mind, I pulled it out of storage and recovered the fuselage (this time in black Solarfilm). In flew 

it (on the 13 May 2009) for the first time in 27 years and flew as straight and well as ever – testament to the 

design and the materials I had used during the original build.. In August 2009 I let two of my grandchildren 

fly it at Cashmoor (via Buddy Box) and it behaved beautifully (and survived a near terminal speed dive 

whilst being over controlled in their eager but 

inexperienced hands!). 

In July 2010 I flew it again just to celebrate the fact that it 

was now in its 40th year. On that day it had logged 298 

flights and 41.25 flying hours on the clock and was flying 

as well as ever – albeit on another S/hand OS40H ( the last 

one being worn out!). And there the Tauri’s current story 

stands. However I intend entering it in the WMAC R/C 

Vintage meeting to be held on 13th May 2012. On that day 

there may well be models, the design of which predates the 

Tauri, but it is highly unlikely that any of the models 

present that day will have an airframe as long living as my 

Tauri. So, in conclusion, this model has provided me with 

countless hours of enjoyment and satisfaction. It is still in good flying condition and will undoubtedly 

remain part of my fleet for the foreseeable future and no doubt see off many an ARTF model !!! 
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WANTED 

 

Hi James         Can you help me ---- I'm building  Ron Moulton's  free flight model of the  Spirit of St. Louis 

at twice full size ( 70") span .  The airframe is almost complete , I'm trying to get some dummy engine 

cylinders and I think the  Veron Hawker Tomtit ones would be the right size . Do you know if any are 

available and from who !!!!!! 

Thanking you in advance           Best Regards     Mervyn    (Reply via me JP) 

 

ADVERTS 
 

New diesel engine        "Bobbylang" Langelius, Sr.,   PAL Model Products, 
 

Karl Gies has alerted me to the fact your site also is interested in engine powered flying models and those of 

the "Sporting" type rather than pure Contest machines! 

We at "PAL Model Products", here in White Plains, NY, USA are almost at the point of marketing a nifty 

.020 radial diesel we named the "IMP". Our manufacturer (world renowned maker of the "CYCLON" 

engine) told me yesterday that he was about three weeks to a month away from delivery of these remarkable 

diesels. I am really excited to get to selling them as soon as they arrive! The engine handles well, will be 

readily convertible to R/C Carb (soon to be available), hand starts on a wide range of propellers and is 

surprisingly powerful! 

We developed the engine from a fun project that went awry. We had begun to dieselize our "K&B Infant 

Replica", for diesel operation, when a number of shortcomings became apparent and a fellow modeler and 

great friend (as well as Master machinist) Bob Lipori, of Waterbury CT, set about correcting them! 

He redesigned the crankcase, intakes, needle valve mechanism as well as improving the diesel conversion, 

the head assembly and sent the prototype to us for running! 

What a little "Jewell" he had created!!  he made about a half dozen prototypes and all started and ran well 

and with great similarity. 

After running these little guys we decided to see if someone would make a decent copy for us in larger 

numbers! Eventually we made an agreement with one of the best 

engine makers in the world. 

The "rest is history" as some say, and the manufacturer says the 

engine appears to be a few weeks to a month away from delivery. 

I have a "folder" to hold names for anyone interested in the eventual 

availability of the engine and I can be contacted at 

"bobbylang@earthlink.net". 

We also have a website "palmodelproducts.com" that describes our 

other products! 

Many thanks to both yourself and that perennial good fellow Karl 

Gies! Bob "Bobbylang" Langelius, Sr., PAL Model Products, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



34 

 

From Leon Cole of Belair, 

 
If you have room, would you publicise the release of the Urchin Parts Set , Web link for photos etc is 

http://www.belairkits.com/Productdetail.asp?Id=939   . The ply outlines middle left are ply formes to 

simplify the forming of the wing, tail and fin tips. 

Parts Set for the competitive open rubber model. Parts are based on the original Aeromodeller plan. 

All shaped balsa and ply parts are included, just add stripwood to complete. 

Urchin Parts Set  Price £25.00 

Also we have producing parts sets for the Edding Riding eligible Westland Widgeon and ABC Robin. 

 

Also now available:- 

 

Rickard Flying Wing 

Thor Cabin model 

Lancer 45 

Lutonia for Model Aircraft plan set 

 

The first three parts sets are for plans which can be downloaded from the www.co-op-plans.com. By the 

time you go to virtual press I will have the links done on our site. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.belairkits.com/Productdetail.asp?Id=939
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Events 

 
1 April     Tomboy and George Fuller RC round 1 of Wessex League at Wimborne Club 

http://www.wessexaml.co.uk/ 

 

8 April  Middle WallopSAM35 RC and CL.  Including National Tomboy, George Fuller RC (Wessex 

League) and Bill Longley’s VPD.    CL will be various events including Wessex League mini speed and 

Spitfire scramble.  Mainly sport flying RC and CL.  (FF for the whole three days) 

 

15 April   Control Line day at Wimborne 

 

22 April  Electric glider 600RES at Wimborne   Wessex League 

 

29 April   Tomboy Wessex League at Wincanton 

 

6 May  Middle Wallop RC and CL.  Including National Tomboy, George Fuller RC (Wessex League) and 

Bill Longley’s VPD and CL will be various events including Wessex League mini speed and Spitfire 

scramble.  Mainly sport flying RC and CL.  (FF as well) 

13 May   RC vintage at Wimborne including National Tomboy, George Fuller RC (Wessex League) 

 

 

St Albans  RC Vintage 
 

I was speaking with Tony Tomlin about this year's St Albans Vintage Day. He suggested I contact you to 

ask if you would consider including news about this year's St Albans Vintage Day in the 'Sticks & Tissue' 

newsletter? 

......After some doubt about this year's event, St Albans MAC are pleased to confirm that we will again be 

running our annual Vintage Day on the first Saturday in June. The details are; 

St Albans MAC Open Vintage & Classic Rally, Saturday June 2nd. 2012.Gates open 9:30am at Dane End 

Farm, off the St Albans/Redbourne Road, A5185, Hertfordshire. 

All vintage and classic era 'traditional build' i.c. and electric R/C models welcome to our fly-for-fun gala. 

BBQ and drinks available. £4 on the day for flyers. See www.stalbansmac.org for details and/or e-mail 

vintageandclassic@stalbansmac.org to register your interest and to receive news (and weather updates) 

nearer to the event..... 

This year, we're widening the scope of what sort of model that we'll welcome, but still essentially anything 

'traditional' that doesn't need to be flown at Mach 5 for the flyer to enjoy themself! Again, this is not 

really different to the past SAMAC vintage days. 

They'll be more information on our website front page (www.stalbansmac.org) but for any direct questions, 

feel free to e-mail me via here or give me a call (home 01582 715654). 
 

 

R/C Tomboys all set for 2012 from Tony Tomlin 

 
The Tomboy events in 2011 were well supported, although three out of the nine planned events were lost to 

the weather. There was a new venue for the sixth round of the competition at the North Berks Club, Vintage 

Event in July, that went very well and following this we have been invited back in 2012. In total there are 10 

events planned with certificates and small prizes for the winners at each meeting and a league award for both 

the Tomboy 3 [36”] and the Tomboy Senior [48”] class. The League will as before be based on a 

competitors best 5 results.   

Meeting Dates and Venues:  08.04.2012 Middle Wallop,  06.05.2012 Middle Wallop,  13.05.2012 Cashmoor 

Dorset,   02.06.2012 St Albans,[a Saturday].             17.06.2012 Cocklebarrow Farm Nr Aldsworth Glos.   

http://www.wessexaml.co.uk/
http://www.stalbansmac.org/
mailto:vintageandclassic@stalbansmac.org
http://www.stalbansmac.org/
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08.07.2012 North Berks Radio MAC A338N of Wantage,  12.08.2012 Cocklebarrow Farm,            

26.08.2012 Middle Wallop,  23.09.2012  Middle Wallop,                            07.10.2012 Cocklebarrow Farm. 

For Further details: Please contact Tony Tomlin.  Tel: 02086413505                     Email 

pjt2.alt2@btinternet.com.      
 

 

 

Hello button-pushers!   From PANDAS 

 
We finally have a date for the proposed Single Channel fly-in at Pontefract Park! 

It will be Sunday July 1st 2012 and we hope it will be the first of many. Several S/C flyers have been asking 

if a gathering could be organised and we are hoping for a good turnout. The format will be a friendly fun day 

rather than anything too formal, maybe a spot landing comp thrown in, and a few prizes for best this, that or 

the other to be decided.  

 The main objective is to get everyone interested in retro-R/C flying together for equal amounts of banter, 

burgers and flying! On the day we will be sharing the field with SAM35, PANDAS are hosting one of their 

meetings and they have expressed an interest in what we're doing, and conversely the SAM35 people and 

models will be of great interest to any vintage or retro R/C enthusiast. 

 We want to keep the rules simple and few, safety is of course paramount and PANDAS is a BMFA 

affiliated club so procedures will follow the BMFA rulebook and the CAP658 responsibility statement with 

which of course we're all familiar. 

 Eligibility for the Single-Channel event isnt hard and fast but I'd suggest that models ought to have either: 

 

1) A single control on the transmitter, ie a button, or one single axis stick, basically a recognisable 'single 

channel' transmitter, with no limit on 'compound' control surfaces. 

or 

2) A single controlled surface, ie a rudder, no other control surfaces. This accommodates anyone with a 

rudder-only model using one channel of a conventional, modern proportional radio set. 

 

Ailerons-only is ok for 'Quest' , 'X-Craft' and 'Mini-Fleetwing' builders!  

Electrics or IC engines are ok, but a throttle control or a means of remotely cutting the engine of a wayward 

model is desireable. 

I'd also suggest that 27mhz isn’t a good idea as we are 600 metres from the M62 with CB-equipped lorries 

passing all the time, and obviously super-regen equipped models would be very welcome for display 

purposes but for safety reasons not to fly, sorry.  Other bands, ie 35, 432, 459, & 2.4 are fine at Ponty. 

  

Alongside the main Single-Channel event, Reeds, Galloping Ghost, & pulse propo sets will be welcome if 

they fit in with the general retro theme.  

Updates and further information will be posted on the PANDAS website http://www.pandasaero.co.uk and 

also on www.singlechannel.co.uk as the plans develop.   So, we have a date, we just need the weather! 

Any queries regarding location, facilities & organisation should be initially directed to Club Chairman Terry 

Lee:   terrylee.milford@virgin.net 

Confirmations or just an indication of a probable attendance please to Phil on philg@talk21.com 

Pontefract Park is located in the southwest corner of junction 32 of the M62. Access is via a huge white gate 

1/4 mile south towards Pontefract.  Please refer to the map provided on http://www.pandasaero.co.uk and for 

satnav the nearest post-code is WF8 4QL. 

Looking forward to seeing as many single-channelers as possible on the day! 

Best regards 

 Phil & Shaun 

 (pp PANDAS Committee) 
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NEW COMPETITION FROM BILL LONGLEY 

 

They will be tried at the PONTEFRACT meeting on July 1st 
  

Here is a set of rules proposed by Wes Denton    Purely a FUN event for VINTAGE flyers 

  

Could you possibly put it into S & T, inviting comment  it is just maybe something extra for the MAJESTIC 

/ SUPER 60 fliers to try 

 

  NB.  the rules look ever so easy,  beware ...  it is not !!! 

  

 

SAM 35 Vintage RC Precision Rules 

 

 
 Position 8 markers along the flight line as shown in the diagram with approximately 12 paces between each 

marker (both along and across the flight line). This does not have to be accurate as it will be the same for all 
competitors. The spacing can be tailored to suit local conditions and the degree of difficulty sought. The 
markers can be small plastic flags or pieces of cloth or coloured board pinned to the ground, etc, so as to 
avoid any damage to models. 

 Take off from the centre position, cut the engine after a maximum of 1 minute from the start of the take off 
roll, then glide back and land. The aim is for the model to come to a rest in the centre box exactly 2 minutes 
after the start.  

 The flight score is the landing position score (shown in the diagram) added to the deviation (in seconds) from 
the target of 2 minutes. A number of rounds may be flown and the lowest total score wins. 

 If a model comes to a rest straddling a line sighted between the markers, then the lower landing position 
score will apply. A crash landing, in which the model does not remain intact or upright on its landing gear, is 
given a landing position score of 30. 

 Pilots should be assisted by a timekeeper. 

 Models may be from the vintage or classic eras and with IC or electric power. They must have a wheeled 
undercarriage although depending on the local field conditions the CD may permit hand launching. Any form 
of braking, mechanical or aerodynamic (including flaps), is prohibited.   Smooth film covering is prohibited. 

 
This is unashamedly a Bowden type competition with a take off, climb and glide for a target flight time but being for 

RC has the added requirement to land back at the take off point. It is intended to be a ‘fun’ competition with the 

minimum of rules so that virtually anyone can have a go, although it does present quite a challenge to get it right. 

Judging the height at which to cut the engine is crucial. Clubs may choose to run their own local competitions and 

allow more modern models to compete 
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From Bill Longley dates etc of the SAM vintage power duration RC assist 

 
POSSIBLE 2012   VPD     COMPETITION VENUE & DATES 

DATE                                                                                                      SPONSOR             

April 

             8/9         Middle Wallop  SAM GALA & 1066                             SAM 

May 

6 Middle Wallop                                                                 TAS 

            13            Cashmoor     Wimborne MAC                                        TAS 

June      

             2/3/4       Barkston        Nationals                                              BELAIR 

             17           Cocklebarrow     SAM 35                                                SAM 

July 

                1          Pontefract       PANDAS 

            21/22       Sculthorpe      East Anglia Gala                                       SAM 

August 

              12        Cocklebarrow   SAM 35                                                     SAM 

              26        Middle  Wallop   SAM  1066                                              TAS 

September 

              23        Middle Wallop                                                                    TAS 

              30        Cashmoor     Wimborne MAC                                            TAS 

October 

7     Cocklebarrow  SAM  35                                                      SAM 

               28       North Luffenham    Midland Gala         

 

6 SAM EVENTS ( + 1 ? ) 

5 TAS       

 

TROPHY REQUIREMENTS ( max ) 

PERPETUAL  

                           SAM GALA 

                           NATS  ( BELAIR ) 

                           TAS TROPHY 

                            GEORGE FULLER BOWL 

                           E. ANGLIA GALA 

                            PONTEFRACT        

1
st
, CUPS 

7 c/w  SAM MOTIF 

5 TAS 

 

 PLAQUES,  2
nd

 & 3
rd

,  5 x CLASS WIN 

                     7 c/w      SAM MOTIF 

5 TAS 

 

ENGRAVED PLATES 

Type 1      VPD, 1
st
  …….SAM GALA 2012 

         2                2
nd

                    “ 

         3                3
rd

                    “ 

         4               Class Winner  SAM 35 2012           x 5 

         5                  “        “         TASUMA TROPHY  2012   

         6 
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40 

 

INDOOR FLYING   Free flight only 

7pm to 10pm 
 

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH 2012 

 

COMMENCING AGAIN 

 

TUESDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 2012   

 

Allendale Centre, Hanham Road, Wimborne, BH21 1AS 

 

Free car parking in public car park in Allendale Road 

Competitions  incl Gyminnie Cricket league 

All flyers must have BMFA insurance 

Flitehook normally in attendance 

Adult Flyers £4   Accompanied Juniors & Spectators £1.50 

CONTACTS:JOHN TAYLOR TEL.No 01202 511502 

ROY TILLER e-mail roy.tiller@ntlworld.com 

 

For sale from Geoff Goldsmith 
 

I am having a clear out of models I will not fly again, could you put this in the next S&T please. 

Tomboy complete with servos and battery and Tom Airey tuned Mills .75 tissue over Mylar. 

Tomboy Senior complete, ready to fly, choice of various Mills 1.3. 

Both models used in tomboy events in 2010. 

Miss Tiny Ex Ray Page now electric with two 2 cell lipolys fit an rx and fly. 

Sensible three figure offers  to: 

Geoff Goldsmith 

geoffgg1@btinternet.com 

01306 881000 

Buyer collects from Dorking 

 

PHIL SMITH PLANS – PRICE LIST FOR 2012 
 

   

    Price per 

plan   

£ 

Page 1 VINTAGE PLANS   

 Stentorian 72" 11.00 

 Stentorian (reduced for electric) 48" 9.00 

 Comet II 72" 8.50 

 Streaker 37" 6.00 

 Queens Cup Winer 52" 6.00 

 Condor Clipper 28" 3.50 

    

 DUCTED FAN SERIES  

 Deltaceptor  49" 4.50 

 Fairy-Delta FD2 39" 4.50 

 Lavochkin LA17  39" 4.50 
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 Sabre F86  34" 4.50 

 Hawker Hunter  36" 4.50 

    

 VERON JETEX SERIES  

 Attacker 3.50 

 Fouga Cyclone 3.50 

 Sabre F.86 3.50 

 Sea-Hawk 3.50 

 Thunderjet 3.50 

    

Page 2 MORE VINTAGE PLANS  

 Air-0-jet  30" 4.00 

 Cirro-jet  35" 4.00 

 Dragonfly 3.50 

 Goshawk 45" 5.00 

 Kiwi 42" 4.50 

 Martinet  36" 5.50 

 Minibuster  19"  4.00 

 Min-o-jet  18" 3.50 

 Panther  41" 4.00 

 Philibuster  28 1/2" 4.00 

 Skyrod  35" 4.00 

 Spitfire 22  27 1/2" 4.00 

 Tipsy Nipper  34" 6.50 

 Velox  44" 6.50 

 Veron Viscount  54" 7.00 

 Wyvern  25 3/4" 4.00 

 Nipper C/Line (not illustrated)17" 4.00 

 Wagtail (not illustrated) 4.00 

    

Page 3 YET MORE VINTAGE PLANS  

 1939 Veronite No.1  28" 3.00 

 1939 Veronite No.2  31" 3.00 

 1939 Veronite No.5  20" 3.00 

 Bunch Cadet 30" and 20" 3.00 

 Condor Curlew  20" 3.50 

 Goblin  20" 3.50 

 M.S.S.Lynx  42" 3.50 

 Rascal  24" 3.50 

 Veron Baby Comet  25" 3.50 

 Veron Eagle  46" 3.50 

 Veron Fantail  22" 3.50 

 Veron Sea-Fury  25 1/2" 4.00 

 Veron Speedee  24" 4.00 

 Veron Stunter Biplane  24" 4.00 
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 Veron Vortex A2  66" 6.50 

    

Page 4 DESIGNED BY COL. C.E. BOWDEN  

 Bowden Baby Duration  30" 4.00 

 Bowden Balsa Baby  26 1/2" 3.50 

 Bowden Bee  84" 9.00 

 Bowden Kanga Kite 81" 7.50 

 Bowden Kanga Kub  60" 7.50 

 Bowden Satellite  48" 7.50 

 Bowden Wee Sea Bee  36" 7.00 

 Bowden White Wings  76" 9.00 

    

Page 5 Bowden Trophy Winner  1937   96" 9.00 

 VERON DESIGNS  

 Veron Focke-Wulf 190  33 1/2" 4.00 

 Veron Merlin  42" 3.50 

 Veron Midget Mustang  24" 4.00 

 Veron Fledgeling  24" 3.50 

 Verosonic 46" 4.00 

 Comet III (A E Brooks 1937)  58" 9.00 

 M.S.S. Lynyx Cub  30" 3.50 

    

Page 6 Veron Sentinel  34" 3.50 

 VERON TRU-FLITES  

 Aeronc Champion 3.50 

 Auster A O.P. 3.50 

 Bebe Jodel 3.50 

 Buster 3.50 

 Chilton 3.50 

 Comper Swift 3.50 

 Cosmic Wind 3.50 

 D.H. Chipmunk 3.50 

 F.W. 190 3.50 

 Fokker 3.50 

 Harvard 3.50 

 Hawker Fury 3.50 

 Hurricane 3.50 

 Luscombe Sedan 3.50 

 M.E. 109 3.50 

 Nieuport 3.50 

 Prefect Sailplane 3.50 

 S E.5A 3.50 

 Seamew 3.50 

 Skyhawk 3.50 

 Sopwith Camel 3.50 
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 Sopwith Triplane 3.50 

 Spitfire 3.50 

 Swordfish 3.50 

 Tiger Moth 3.50 

 Wild cat   (all 18" to 22") 3.50 

    

 Veron Impala  54" 5.50 

 Veron Mini-Concord  40" 5.00 

 Veron Min-Robot  36" 7.50 

 Veron Robot Radio Trainer  45" 5.50 

 Veron Sky-Skooter  48"   5.50 

    

Page 7 Mercury Aeronca Sedan  65" 9.50 

 Mercury Monocoupe  64" 8.50 

 Mercury Monocoupe  40" 6.00 

 Veron Bee-Bug  22" 4.00 

 Veron Bom-Bat  25 1/2" 4.00 

 Veron Combateer  38" 4.00 

 Bob Gosling`s R.F.L.G 53  46" 4.00 

 Jack Leadbetter`s Seafly  36" 4.00 

 Veron Hawk Mk.I 39" 3.00 

 Veron Hawk Mk.11 3.00 

 Bowden Kanga (1932) 1/4 scale 4.50 

    

Page 8 ADDENDUMS & ADDITIONS  

 Carl Goldberg Valkyre  24" 3.50 

 Comet II  24" 4.00 

 D.D.1. 3.00 

 Forster Spitfire 7.50 

 K.K. Cessna 170  36" 5.00 

 K.K. Luscombe Silvaire  40" 5.00 

 K.K. Super Cruiser  40" 5.50 

 K.K. Flying Wing  73" 7.50 

 M.S.S.Falcon  28" 3.50 

 M.S/S. Peregrine  53 1/2" 3.50 

 M.S.S.Swallow 46" 3.50 

 Mercury Chrislea Skyjeep 5.50 

 Mercury Stinson 105 Voyager 5.50 

 Ole Reliable  84" 9.50 

 H.M. 290 4.00 

 Veron Buzzard  60" 3.50 

 Veron Coronette 26" 3.50 

 Veron Deacon 52" 6.00 

 Veron Cessna Skylane 54" 10.00 

 Veron Skylark  21" 3.00 
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 Veron Snipe 20" 3.00 

 Veron Spearfish  22" 3.50 

 Veronite No.3  20" 3.50 

 Veronite No. 4  21 3/4" 3.50 

    

Page 9 VERON KITS  

 Veron Avro 504N 56" 10.00 

 Veron Cessna Skylane 54" 10.00 

 Veron Cherokee C  56" 9.50 

 Veron Fokker D VIII   46" 9.50 

 Veron Sopwith 48" 9.50 

 Veron Tiger Moth 50" 9.50 

 Veron Tomtit 52" 11.00 

    

Page 
10 

VERON KITS (continued)  

 Veron Big Impala  74" 7.00 

 Veron Concord  66" 8.50 

 Veron Impala  52" 5.50 

 Veron Mini-Concord  40" 7.50 

 Veron Mini-Robot  36" 7.50 

 Veron Robot Radio Trainer  45" 6.50 

 Veron Springbok Soarer  72" 8.50 

 Veron Super Robot  60" 8.50 

    

Page 
11 

VERON KITS (continued)  

 Veron Cardinal  35" 4.00 

 Veron Deacon  52" 6.50 

 Veron Fournier R.F.5.  72" 6.50 

 Veron Stunter Mk II  30" 4.00 

 Veron Vespa Minibipe  23" 3.00 

    

 OTHER DESIGNS  

 Black Magic  60" 7.00 

 Bowden Contest  45 1/2" 7.00 

 Bowden Meteorite  45 1/2" 5.00 

 Frog 45" 7.00 

 K.K. Falcon  96" 9.50 

 Vagabond  36" 4.50 

    

Page 
12 

LATEST ADDITIONS   

 Mercury Galahad  54" 9.00 

 Mercury Mallard  48" 4.50 

 Mercury Tiger Moth  33" 5.50 

 Air Cadet  36" 3.50 
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 Dixeylander  50" 4.50 

 Ivory Gull  50" 4.00 

 K.K. Pirate  34" 4.50 

 Kestrel Twin Finned  36" 3.00 

 Lulu Mk II  50" 4.50 

 Mamselle  39" 7.00 

 Mermaid Flying Boat  71" 7.50 

 Navigator Flying Boat  52" 7.50 

 President  34" 6.50 

    

Page 
13 

LATEST ADDITIONS (continued)  

 K.K. Fleetwing 54" 8.00 

 K.K. Fleetwing 72" 10.00 

 K.K. Ladybird  42" 6.50 

 K.K. Phantom Mk II  21" 4.00 

 K.K. Phantom Mite  16" 4.00 

 K.K. Super 60  (actualy 63 1/2") 8.00 

 Simplex 42" 6.50 

 Simplex 60" 8.50 

 Sporty 30" 5.50 

 Sporty 36" 7.00 

    

Page 
14 

LATEST ADDITIONS  

 Mercury Gnome Glider  32" 4.00 

 Mercury Grebe Glider  49 1/2" 4.00 

 Mercury Magna  38" 5.00 

 Mercury Magpie Glider  24" 5.00 

 Mercury Marauder  65" 5.00 

 Mercury Martin Sailplane  39 1/2" 4.00 

 Mecury Mentor  36" 4.00 

 Miss Arpiem  64" 8.50 

 Veron Clasic Glider  36" 4.00 

 Eazy Trainer 60" (3-4 channel trainer by 
Phil Smith as featured in Sam Speaks ) 

9.50 

 Bowden Big Stuff! 9.00 

 (not illustrated in Catalogue)  

    

 BOATS - NEW TO THE COLLECTION!      

 Veronica 27" 7.00 

 Police Launch 26" 7.00 

 Marlin 36" 7.00 

 Vosp Rttl 28" 7.00 

 Huntsman 42" 8.00 

 Pilot Launch 28" 7.00 
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 Sub Total      

 

 

Please send your cheques or postal orders (payable to Colin Smith) to: 

 

C P Smith, 8 Heaton Road, Ensbury Park, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH10 5AW. 

 

email 

csmithbmth@gmail.com 
 

 
Please include Postage and Packing  

£2.00 payable up to a total of 5 plans 

Include an additional 30p for each extra 
plan 
Air Mail USA & Australia £6.00 

Europe Surface Mail £4.00 

 
 

 

NOT S&T 
 

From Tony Ashenden 

  

Attached are a selection of photos of some of my boats -here's some info about them. 

Snowberry. This is a static model all of 3ft long with lots of detail –took about 12 months to build on and 

off.   One metre Yacht.  I acquired this in a very dilapidated state and virtually rebuilt it and fitted it with 

40mg radio. Sails a treat!  Starlet. This is a 88cm cruising yacht which I am building entirely from plan. The 

'mucky' bits you can see on the cabin and well areas is dust from my workshop in the loft! One place in the 

house I can be sure of controlling entry! 

 

      
 

mailto:csmithbmth@gmail.com
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THE END 


