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Sticks and Tissue No 108 – November 2015 
 

If you can contribute any articles, wish to make your point of view known etc please send to or phone  

01202 625825      JamesIParry@talktalk.net             The content does not follow any logical order or set out, 

it’s “as I put it in and receive”. 

 

Thanks to Mark Venter back issues are available for download from    http://www.cmac.net.nz 

 

Writings and opinions expressed are the opinion of the writer but not necessarily the compiler/publisher of 

Sticks and Tissue. 

 

 
2015 photos from Peter Renggli taken by Urs Brand and Urs Rindisbacher 
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From Bill Wells 

 

                  I see you published the Jaguar Test report, please find herewith pictures of a Jaguar. It isn't in 

mint condition but considering its age not too bad. Incidentally it was given to me some years ago with 

damaged con rod! 
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From Karl Gies   - Ace Whitman Albatross 
 

Gene Wallock has told me several times this model is a terrific flyer and eligible for both Commercial 

Rubber and Small Rubber Cabin. I am thinking of building one. I have an old replica kit for the model.  

 

 
 

 
 

Truing up the prop shaft 

I don’t bush the prop shaft hole as it is too easy to get off a little bit. I make brass or aluminum face plates 

and use a reamer to just slightly enlarge them from say 1/16”. After gluing on the back face plate then jig up 

the prop as shown below and glue on the front face plate. A small level will get it exactly perpendicular. On 

a lot of my free wheelers I have ramp bent up on the front face place to catch the prop arm. I no longer 
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reinforce the prop with carbon fiber sheet as in the picture but first scuff up 25 or 20 lb test nylon fishing 

leader butt material by pulling it through folded over sandpaper and then use Duco or something similar to 

glue all the way around the edges. After it dries I then rub a little more glue over it. Then I take 1/4 

fiberglass cloth (and size it first by using rattle can lacquer or hair spray - cut out a sheet of it and hang it up 

on a wire clothes hanger whilst doing this. If you do not size the cloth it is unmanageable.) I then use Z-

Poxy which has excellent instructions on the box to coat the front part of the blade. Cut out  a piece of fiber 

glass cloth so you have a useful overlap and let the X-poky set up a little. Then lay the cloth down and 

smooth it out - you will have to cut some slits with a piece of sharp broken razor blade to relieve the tension 

going around curves. After this has dried for awhile then do the back of the blade sealing the overlap 

together. After it has dried and been trimmed I sand it down somewhat giving it a couple of coats of thinned 

down nitrate dope. I then use Michael’s Design Master Floral Spray for coloring or Japanese tissue. You can 

make the blades real thin this way and they stand up to a lot of abuse. You can’t see it too well in the picture 

but the face plate is bent down over the sides of the prop hub being held by the clamps. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Some of the props finished with fiber glass cloth 
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My Sig Cub 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rrom Peter Ziegler, Switzerland   -  Rubber-powered model meeting, 8.11.2015 

 
November 8 - Brr, because it's cold and frozen! Nothing! Bright sunshine, almost windless and with twenty 

degree summer temperatures. 

Fredi Genther has once again organized and invited 12 people had accepted the invitation. So were 11 pilots 

and 2 female pilots with a variety of models from 10 clock in the morning until late in the afternoon on the 

fly. The range of models ranging from the "Pistache" - via the "Peanut" – until for P20 and P30 class, 

ancient, even historic to prototypical models of modular over plan to own designs.  Our chairman, who with 

his wife paid a visit to the occasion, was more than surprised at the variety of models and the number of 

participants. The external conditions were good this time the hotel "Domicil" stand aside. The doctrine of 

the day is short and sweet: fly fly, and fly again. And they follow the models, and it ran the pilots to get 

them. Weak thermals and wind currents made possible enjoyable flights. It was just a super event on a 

summer day in November! This may be exuberant without so be said. For this, a big thank you to all 

participants Fredi for his efforts, which to this have led renewed success of the meeting. 

Author: Peter Ziegler 

Group photo of participants 

 
Back from left to right: Peter Keller, Tomas Urban, Hansruedi Zeller, Thanh Pham, Fredi Genther, 

Markus (Zöpfli) Thalmann, Christine Thalmann, Roman Gröner, Peter Ziegler, Hanno Pfeiffer and Bruno 

Ferrari. Front kneeling: Madeleine Urban and Markus Wieser 
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Bell P 39 Airacobra                                                              Canadair CL415       

 

 
Bücker Bü-131 Jungmann 

      
Cloud Tramp mini                                                         Contester 
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Fieseler Fi-156 Storch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
GeeBee-Racer                                                                                P20 model and Gollywock in half scale 

 

 
Group photo of models 
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Himmelsstürmer 

 

 
Jade a WestWings-Kit 
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P30 model 
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P 30 model 

 

 
Peter Keller and Thanh Pham with Peanuts 
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Piper PA-15 Vagabond 

 

 
Pistache model Pilatus PC-9 
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Praga AirBaby 

 

 
Redwing, an old FROG model 
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Sternchen 

 

 

 
Trawel Air Mystery Ship 
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VFM Motte 

 

 

From Paul Binnie 
 

Of the 82 Flying Scale Inc plans I've located 81 and am now looking for the final one, plan C-16 Champion 

Citabria. Would it be possible for you to pass on this email to your Stick and Tissue mailing list members? 

It's quite possible that one of your readers has the plan. 

 

Further, if anyone would like access to my shared FSI folder, they could give me an email at 

paulgbinnie@hotmail.com and I'll arrange a link. 

 

 

 

 

Another bright idea..... Peter Scott 
 

 I have several smaller 'flying' engines in which the mounting holes have been drilled oversize by previous 

owners. An engine like the Mills 75 only needs 2mm bolts to hold it firmly in place in a model, and I've 

found that when cut to length the plastic tubes that form the 'body' of cotton buds is just the right size to 

make a kind of 'bushing'. The extension tubes that come with WD40, and R/C "snake" outers, work too. 

Saves having to use 6BA or larger bolts which weaken the bearers.  

On larger engines similarly disfigured, short lengths of aluminium tube can be lightly tapped into position in 

the bearer holes to enable the use of smaller-diameter bolts without fear of the engine wobbling around. 
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Minicoupé   A neat miniature cabin model by Vic Dubery from Model Aircraft July 

1950 
 

This little model should be a pleasant diversion from competition jobs and well worth the few hours work 

and scraps required to build it. It makes realistic flights outdoors in a restricted space or indoors free-flight 

and r.t.p., and is very robust for its weight. 

Though simple enough for a beginner the plan should be studied carefully before commencing building as it 

has been somewhat cramped to enable it to be presented full size. You will need to trace to obtain the right-

hand wing and left-hand tailplane. 

The fuselage is straightforward but the use of the temporary spacer to retain the nose shape until former A is 

cemented firmly in place should be noted. Cover the underside of the wing saddle with stiff paper and add 

the cellophane and other stiff paper parts as indicated. Cover the remainder with tissue, leaving a hole for 

access to the rear of the rubber and water shrink only. 

Be careful when bending the tailplane and fin outline to keep the curve all in one plane. Single covering 

should be used and not shrunk.  

Build both wing spars in one piece, then lay one side flat on the plan and add ribs 2-5 and the wing tip. 

When dry, weight the other side and add the corresponding parts. Ribs No. 1 should be added after the wing 

has been removed from the plan as these have convex undersides. Cover the wing with tissue and water 

shrink but be careful to avoid warps. 

The undercarriage legs are glued firmly into each leading edge at No. 2 rib. If you wish your model to have 

the appearance of a retracted undercarriage in flight try using sheet celluloid for wheels and the thinnest wire 

that will support the model. 

The noseblock should be made a good fit into former A as there is a slight downward pull on the rubber 

which might give unwanted upthrust. A neater bearing can be made by using aluminium sheet instead of the 

cup washers shown. The propeller-shaft should be of 22-gauge wire. 

A carefully carved obechi propeller of normal proportions is more efficient than a bought balsa one and may 

obviate the necessity of adding ballast to the nose. A Frog Mk. V interceptor propeller is also suitable. 

Complete the model by cementing the tailpianc and fin in place, attaching the wing with a rubber band and 

installing a12 in. loop of 1/8 in. x 1/30 in rubber. The model should balance at 7/8 in. Back from the leading 

edge at the centre section. For r.t.p. use 4-6 strands of 1/32 in. square rubber, 18 in. long should be used. 

Test over soft grass in the usual way, making side and downthrust adjustment with small packing pieces 

behind the noseblock. The original model was made to spiral steeply to the right on take off and glide 

straight. When adjustments are satisfactory a neat job can be made of the noseblock and the final finishing 

details added to taste. Civilian registration letters make no end of difference to the model’s appearance. 

 

 

Epsom Downs Occasional outing  JP 

 
When working in London, sadly a once or more a week chore, and things pan out such that I can finish early 

I take the oppotunity to have a flying session at Epsom Downs, old habits die hard as they say.  Problem is 

the opportunities are not too common perhaps 5 or 6 times a year.  Of course itsweather dependant and it 

seems I can always depend on that being awful so in relaity these visits are once or twice per annum one 

such time was a couple of weeks ago although conditions weren’t perfect but there wasn’t a gale or pouring 

down with rain.  Pre informed of my intention to fly Tony Tomlin came along as did Derek Foxwell.  Tony 

brought along his new electric glider built from a kit he bought at the EDMAC swapmeet also his trusty 

PAW 80 powered Chatterbox.  Derek brought along his 46“ span Coquette.  This being the model that was 

used to prove the plan he drew up in CAD form and as such adjusted during build I guess it would be the 

protoype although as mentioned in a previous S&T Boycott Beale had an initial trial version.  Unfortunately 

fre flight was out of the question although there was someone flying a couple of power models there but 

whoever it was soon went no doubt mission accomplished. 

 

Notice I didn’t mention what model I had with me, this ommision is due to embarrasement.  
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Tony’s glider, Graupner E-Libelle,  was all ready, he had flown once or twice before the previous weekend, 

his first task was to see and work out a strategy assuming there would be some form of failure on launch and 

what to do should such and occurence happen.  He passed with flying colours chucking/ lob the model in the 

required manner befitting an electric glider it after a burst of energy and gaining a couple of inches height he 

dramatically tested all by losing the height and landing about 25ft up the strip. ( I know can’t help both 

metric and imperial in same sentence.  Why not? builders still order 20 meters of 4 x 2, mind you they are 

dieing out or retiring)  It was a very fast landing that took us all by surprise, but it has to be said smooth as it 

slid along the grass at 90mph.  Best bit was apart from the prop coming off it was undamaged.  Subsequent 

flights were perfection. 

 

Derek’s Coquette is 46“ span and main change from original is removal of the undercamber so the wing 

section is flat bottom section. First flight all went well just needed a tiny bit of down elevator.  As he wanted 

to get some photos of the flying model I was asked to perform next flight, oh dear panic welled up, legs 

went wobbly I declared I was ill and couldn’t possibly do.  So standing behind the model on the strip 

I throtteld up and the electrickery flowed giving a rapid acceleration and I cut the motor so as to abort the 

take off had I kept going I would perhaps have had two trophies for the lounge wall but the thought of 

staring at DF and TT for rest of my life was not appealing.  Next attempt proved a success and thereby 

followed a great time flying this new model.  I can only describe the model‘s performance as incredibly 

smooth, ridiculous but that’s exactly how it seemed.  A non event really but fantastic I even landed ok first 

time, fivebounces, but after that no problem I thank the model not my RC abilities. 

 

Sadly after all too short a time 15.00 the light commenced to fade, it’d had been pretty weak anyway hence 

poor photos, so we packe dupo and went our own sweet ways.  There are photos though some mine and 

some taken by Derek. 

 

The Coquette if anyone is interested will be available early next year contact Derek for more details. 

 

Old School Model Aeroplane Factory             derekfoxwell@btinternet.com 

 

 
Yours truly wondering what on earth I was going to do next? 

mailto:derekfoxwell@btinternet.com
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Tony’s E-Libelle and Chatterbox                        Tony preparing to test model 
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Skid test underway 
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1937 Ohlsson Miniature .56 

James, This is almost a « Christmas story », although it happened last May... 

I love early Ohlssons. This 1937 Ohlsson Miniature was for sale on eBay UK, but I decided 
not to bid. 

However, just before the bidding ended, my dear wife decided that I should bid, saying 
« Go on, you deserve it », and « You’ll regret it if you don’t »... 

OK, I didn’t need much persuading, and the engine ended up in my hands, for a little less 
than I expected to pay. 
 

 
 

The Ohlsson as received 

When it arrived, I was absolutely delighted to find it in perfect condition (from 1937!). All 
the ignition components are thirties vintage, including the household wall switch! 

The engine obviously hadn’t been touched for decades, but basically it just needed a 
good clean. 

So I cleaned it! 
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The same engine, after a bit of « toothbrush & acetone » 

 

The bottom line is that I just couldn’t resist running it, before a little final polishing. This 
was great fun and is recorded on video here: 

https://youtu.be/EjMlobHFXhs 

 

https://youtu.be/EjMlobHFXhs
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Howard‘s Hatchet by J A Howard from Model Aircraft July 1950 

 

The “Howard Hatchet” is an ideal contest type 

glider, and although not a large job it stays in 

sight for at least 5 min. in quite high winds, 

owing to the tight circle obtained by the use of 

an auto-rudder. This also enables a dead 

straight tow-up to be made, and maximum 

height to be attained before release. A 

dethermaliser is essential for this model and 

the one described is very effective and 

reliable. Hard balsa must be used throughout 

unless otherwise specified. 

Tailplane—It is advisable to start with the 

tailplane, so that when building the fuselage 

the correct amount of balance weight can be built into the nose. Cover the tailplane before cementing the 

end fins in place and give it one coat of dope. 

Fuselage—Commence by building the triangular boom from 1/16-in. sheet. Cut the keel from two sheets of 

3-in. x 3/32-in. sheet butted together.   Bind the 16-gauge wire tow hooks to the lower of the two sheets 

before cementing them together.    Cut a slot 4 1/2 in. long in the keel so that it can be slid into the boom. 

Now cement the 1/4-in. sheet outline and  ¼ in. x 1/8in. half formers in place on each side of the keel. The 

“A” shaped part, which is cut from 16-gauge aluminium, can now be bolted into place. Smear cement 

around the nuts to lock them in place. The slots in the underside of the fuselage must be long enough to give 

about  3/4 in. of movement. 

The fin is built up on the fuselage. Cover the fin and rudder before pinning the rudder in position. Install the 

wire and thread parts of the auto-rudder and check its movement. Attach the completed tailplane in place 

and add weight to the nose until the model balances at about 50 per Cent, chord. 

The fuselage is then ready for the nose to be covered with 1/32 sheet. Rub the fuselage down with glaspaper 

and dope on tissue. Give the fin and rudder one coat of dope and the fuselage three. 

Wing—This is quite orthodox and is in one piece. The laminated L.E. at the tips is made by a method which 

is probably not widely known. First make a former of deal or thick balsa to the inside shape. 

The next operation requires very speedy work, so get the former, pins, cement, and the 8 strips, 18 in. x 5/8 

x 1/32 handy. Quickly cement all the strips together in a pile, firmly pin one end of the pile in place on the 

former and push the strips round before the cement has had time to set. Then pin the other end in place. 

When set carefully cut down the middle to make the two tips 5/16- in. X 1/4 in. Cover the wing with Jap 

tissue and give two coats of clear or coloured dope. 

Dethermaliser—The tailplane is held in place at the trailing edge by two rubber bands, and at the leading 

edge by a loop of thread about 6 in. long, which goes over the boom, and through the wire loops on the 

tailplane. It is kept in tension by a rubber band attached to the bent pin on the under side of the fuselage. The 

fuse is put through the band which as it burns allows the leading edge of the tailplane to drop between 50 

deg.-70 deg. from the horizontal. What happens after that is always interesting. Sometimes the model 

mushes down at a fairly fast rate. or it may spin, loop or bunt. What ever antics it performs, however, it does 

come down and is well able to survive the landing. I use upholsterers piping cord, which burns at about 

0.4 in. per min. for the fuse and I do not treat the cord with saltpetre. 

If it is desired to fly the model in F.A.I. competitions add the additional weight required to the underside of 

the fuselage and box it in as shown on the plan with 1/16 in. sheet to bring the fuselage cross- section area 

up to the correct size. 

Weights: 

Wings ... ... ... ... ... 3 1/2 ozs. 

Tailplane ... ... ... ... ... ½ ozs 

Fuselage (including 2 oz. ballast) ... 7 ½ ozs 

Total 11 ½ oz. 
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Photos from Peter Renggli, Urs Brand and Urs Rindisbacher 
 

        
Alfred Genther                                                                                Andreas Tschanz 

 

 
Bruno Müller 

 

   
Christian Gafner                                                             Christian Tanner 
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Christine Thalmann                                                          Christoph Renggli 
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Frog 500 Model Aircraft May 1950 

 

When one has tested scores of engines of all makes and types, it is not difficult to assess the approximate 

performance of a new unit before submitting it to tests. A brief inspection of porting, combustion chamber 

design and general construetion, it aill enables a fair estimation to be made of the probable output and 

revolutions at which this is reached. 

Occasionally, however, subsequent tests will disprove any such estimate and this was found to be so in the 

case of the Frog “500,” the actual performance obtained being somewhat higher than that which had been 

anticipated. There is nothing very unusual about the design of the “500,” yet the test engine gave, under 

favourable conditions. well over 0.4 b.h.p., a very 

good performance indeed for a 5 cc motor and one 

which is all the mote remarkable when one remembers 

the very moderate price of this engine. 

Actually, the Frog 500 introduces, to the British 

enthusiast, a type which has hitherto been rather 

neglected by manufacturers in this country. That might 

be termed a high-performance general-purpose engine, 

the type is exemplified in the 5 c.c. class by such 

designs as the American K. & B. “Torpedo,” DeLong, 

Forster 29” and Ohlsson “29.” These engines have 

been widely and successfully used for some years 

(with the exception of the Ohlsson, only recently 

introduced) for power-duration, speed, stunt and, more 

lately, for radio-control. They possess the high power 

output, at medium to high revolutions, necessary for 

present-day duration or 

stunt work, yet they remain sufficiently tractable, at 

lower of speeds for medium size R/C models and, with minor modifications, have put up some astonishingly 

good performances in speed events. The performance obtained from the Frog “500” under test seems to 

promise equal versatility. 

 

Specifications 

Type: Single cylinder, air-cooled, two-cycle, glow-plug ignition. Induction through shaft-type rotary-valve. 

Single transfer and exhaust ports. Baffle piston. 

Swept volume: 4.92 c.c. (0.3005 cu. in.). Bore: 0.750 in. Stroke : o.68o in. 

Compression ratio: 8: 1 (approx.). Stroke: bore ratio : 0.907 : 1. 

Timing : Rotary-valve Opens 15 deg. ABDC. closes 53 deg. ATDC. Exhaust-port opens 64 deg. BBDC, 

closes 64 deg. ABDC. Transfer-port opens 58 deg. BBDC. closes 8 deg. ABDC. 

Port areas : Exhaust. 0.14 sq. in. Transfer, 0.097 sq. in. 

Weight : Complete with free-flight tank : 7.75 oz. 

General structural data : Die-cast aluminium alloy crankcase, rear cover, cylinder-head and fuel tank. 

Hardened steel cylinder  ground and honed. Cast-iron piston. ground and lapped. Hardened steel crankshaft, 

ground and lapped. Phosphor-bronze main bearing. Silver-stccl fully-floating gudgeon-pin with aluminium 

end-pads. Forged connecting-rod of Hiduminium RR. 56 alloy. Fuel tank attached to rear cover with one 

screw and may be rotated for inverted or side-mounted operation or removed for C L work. Beam or three-

point bulkhead mounting. 

Test Engine Data 

Total time logged prior to test : 1 1/2 hours.  Ignition equipment used : K.LG. “Miniglow” short-reach glow-

plug.1 ½ V to start. 

Fuels used : (a) : Frog “Red Glow.” (b) 37f 1/2per cent. B.D.H. nitro-methane. 37 1/2 per cent. “Record” 

racing methanol. 25 per cent. B.P. castor oil. 

Performance 



 

 

33 

Running-in commenced with a series of short runs at speeds up to 8,ooo r.p.m. 

It was quickly noticed, however, that, as the “500” warmed up, it did not suffer 

the falling off in power which, although less evident with petrol-type engines 

than with diesels, is usually encountered with newly assembled lapped piston 

engines and, on checking on the reaction dynamometer, it was found that the 

engine would hold a steady torque reading of 0.2 lb ft., while running out a 

complete tank of fuel. Since this represents a b.m.e.p. of some 50 lb. /sq. in.— 

a good figure for an engine of this type—it appeared obvious that the frictional 

losses of this particular engine were quite low. 

To determine b.h.p. on standard “Red Glow” fuel, the engine was then run at speeds varying from 

6,ooo to 14,000 r.p.m. The decline in torque noticeable beyond 8,ooo r.p.m., as speed was pushed up, was 

fairly steady and, on plotting the b.h.p. curve, this was found to be very flat, indicating a peak of 0.37 b.h.p. 

at approximately 12,000 r.p.m. and an output rather above average at the lower end of the speed range 

The “ 500” was later checked on a nitro-methane fuel, using the standard Arden formula containing 

37 1/2per cent. nitro-paraffln as recommended in the manufacturer’s leaflet. The response to this fuel 

was remarkably good and resulted in a maximum of just over 0.43 b.h.p. being developed with the 

peak pushed up approximately 1,000 r.p.m.  

No difficulty was experienced in starting the “500” and the procedure laid down in the leaflet accompanying 

the engine can be adopted to good effect. Normally priming through the exhaust port is required, but, when 

warm, the engine can be restarted after a couple of choked flicks only. An unusually wide range of speed 

control, by variation of mixture strength, is claimed 

for the Frog, a feature which, of course, is particularly 

useful during the trirmming stages with free-flight 

models. 

On the test engine the tension of the needle-valve 

ratchet spring was decidedly firm, a good point during 

a bench test when vibration at excessively high speeds 

tends to upset slack adjustments, but this resulted in a 

certain amount of “sponginess” in the action of the 

adjusting knob, due to the flexible coupling interposed 

between this and the needle-valve and, under these 

conditions, precise adjustments were rendered 

difficult. Later however, when installed in a model, 

the ratchet tension was eased and it was then possible 

to appreciate the useful range of speed which can, in 

fact, be obtained by adjusting the needle-valve. 

The flexible needle-valve extension is, of course, a useful 

feature and helps to keep one’s fingers away 

from the propeller. When the engine is side mounted (as is 

often the case with stunt models) the needle-valve assembly 

can be    reversed and the adjusting knob stem brought back 

along the top of the fuselage, a position which is very 

conveniently located for adjustment with the left hand after 

starting. 

At the time of writing, the “ 500 „ has also been flight tested, 

the model used for this purpose being a “Stunt 

King “ with certain minor modifications to keep the c.g. 

location approxinìately correct. Side mounted, the jet of the 

“500” is well outside the centre-line of the standard tank 

position and this has led to richening up which may be 

minimised by using a finer pitch airscrcw, allowing the revs, 

to rise and suggest the use of a 9 in. by 6 in. propeller. The 

speed of the “Stunt King “ with the “500” is around the 60 



 

 

34 

mark and, of course. the Frog provides all the power necessary for this highly successful design. For power-

duration work, the “500” should be particularly good, due, mainly, to the unusually high output available at 

around the 8 – 9,000 mark. 

Surface areas for power-duration models, of course. are somewhat dependent on individual ideas but a wing 

area of not less than 500 sq. in. is probably advisable to reduce the hazards of trimming a high-speed climb. 

The writer’s Class B power-duration design planned for the “ 500“ will be slightly less than 4 sq. ft. and it is 

hoped to keep the weight down to 30 ozs. 

A contact-breaker is shortly to be made available for the “ 500.” This should be of particular interest to those 

who prefer spark ignition for free-flight or radio-control. 

PowerWeight Ratio : As tested, using standard fuel : 

0.764 b.h.p. / lb., using nitrated fuel : 0.89 b.h.p. / lb. 

PowerDisplacement Ratio : As tested, using standard fuel : 74.8 b.h.p.litre, using nitrated fuel : 87.5 b.h.p. 

litre. 

 

From Jörgen. 
 

Hi James sending you some pic,s of Top Flites SE5 design Dave Platt I bought from a friend after hi get 

tired of it after it had been on a shelf for twenty years it is not what i usually build but I will do my best and 

use as much material I already havefor ex I plan to use an OS 25 fp etc.. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

35 

New Towline Start E- Zee Glider Timer 
 
I’m sure that some of you have seen Roger Newman’s article in the latest Clarion entitled ‘Electronic 
Timers’……the timer that Roger is using is the SDG 2 E-Zee Timer……the SDG2 is an enhanced version 
of the SDG1 which many of you are familiar with….a small batch of SDG 2 timers are currently available 

from Dens Model Supplies……the enhancements are 
as follows:- Option for D/T timing to start only when 
the glider leaves the towline - there are re-ports 
(SAM35, Sept 2015) that under certain conditions hi-
start gliders can reach D/T time whilst still attached to 
the towline/bungie. This feature is aimed towards 
competition fliers and requires fitting the glider with a 
set of towline operated con-tact’s which communicate 
with the timer. An optional piezo sounder can be 
connected to the timer which emits regular beeps 
following D/T to allow fliers to more easily locate 
models landing in tall grass/crops or on the far side of 
a boundary hedge etc. Typically an SDG2 equipped 
model can be heard up to 50 meters away (Sticks & 
Tissue No103) 

Micro Switch and Sounders are available as extras in the form of ‘plug & play leads’ for £4.00 each 
 

 

Micro Switch and Sounders are available as extras in the form of ‘plug & play leads’ for £4.00 each 
  
A continuous monitoring function in all flight phases as well as standby to detect dangerously low battery 
voltage. This causes an immediate D/T, which can prevent a fly-away if the model is aloft or prevent a 
launch should the model be on the ground.  
 
Key Features  
 

• operates from a single 3.7v Li-Po battery (50/70mAHsuggested)  
• d/t duration:-adjustable 10 seconds to 5 minutes, set in 10 second increments  
• optional(beeping)piezo sounder assists model location after D/T  
• option to commence D/T timing period only upon towline release  
• low battery voltage cut-out (3.3V) operates D/T for safety  
• piezo resonance set-up routine to optimize volume of the sounder  
• push button immediately cancels the flight at any time  
• duration setting saved in memory so a single button push serves to repeat a flight 

Length 22mm Width 17mm Height 11mm Weight 3.1gm 

 

 
 

I have a few of these now and they are absolutely fantastic I can’t imagine going back to using clockwork 

timers and wouldn’t.  I’ll try and get some photos of model and DT for Christmas issue.  Just one of the 

many bonuses for this timer is that it can be virtually hidden from view whilst still easily accessible.  

Starting once parameters set usually at time of first flight takes virtually no time at all.  Band down tailplane 

and press one button.  Simples.  JP 
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Tycoon Control line model 37” span by Cyril Mayes from Model Aircraft June 1950 

 

In last season’s important C/L stunt contests 

Tycoon had many successes, including the 

following :—S.E. C/L Championships,  Dover, 

1st and 2nd;   British Nationals, Gold Trophy, 

2nd, 3rd and 5th;   All-Herts Rally, 1st. 

Nicely made, this model can be guaranteed to 

flatter any non-expert stunt pilot with its smooth 

manoevures. Recommended motors are Elfin 2.49 

Mills 2.4. E.D. III. E.D. IV. Falcon 2.5, Amco 

3.5, Motor-mount shown is for E.D. III, line 

length 57-62 ft. .011 diameter. Weight of E.D. III 

version is 14 oz. Area 260 sq. in. Span 37 in. 

Construction - 

As the majority of the construction is quite 

straight forward, only the more difficult parts are 

described. 

Tank - Make the tank from an old cocoa tin or shim brass or copper. Cut the top and bottom in one piece and 

bend to shape. Solder the single joint ; then add all three tubes, soldering the ends of the tubes to the tank for 

security. Solder oversize sides on, trim with snips (or scissors !) and then resolder. Use Baker’s Fluid 

throughout. Test the tank by immersing in water, blocking two tubes and blowing hard into the third. Some 

fuel tubing as an extension greatly helps this performance. Mount the tank with Durofix, making sure the 

feed-pipe is exactly level with the jet. 

Wings 

Comtruction of the wings is greatly facilitated by placing a length of 1/4-in, square balsa on the plan about 

1/3 chord forward from and parallel with the T.E. Mount the lead weight in the outer tip with Durofix. On 

no account omit this weight—it is one of the secrets of success. 

Controls 

Watch that the lead-outs are exactly equal in length and do not foul the holes in the fuselage. 

Covering 

Use either Jap or Burmese tissue for covering. Apply at least two coats of full-strength glider dope. For 

brightness use a single thin coat of French enamel varnish. This gives a very even colouring without the 

addition of weight. Yellow is by far the best colour to use, with black for trimming, these being the colours 

of the original Tycoon. 

Fuel 

Of utmost importance in competition stunt flying is the use of a fuel (and engine) which will give high 

power and consistently smooth running at between 8,ooo and 9.000 r.p.m. “Screaming” revolutions 

of 11,000 p.m. and more are not only difficult to manipulate, hut greedy on fuel and often damaging to 

lightweight airframes. 

Fuel used in the various Tycoons are :— 

a.  Gas oil 40 per cent. ; Castrol Grand Prix 30 per cent. ; ether 30 per cent. To this add ½ - 1% Amyl 

nitrite. 

b. Paraffin 50 per cent. ; Esso Racer 20 per cent. ; ether 30 per cent. To this add 2-5 per cent. amyl 

nitrite. 

c. Mercury No. 3. 

 

Propellers 

The E.D. III original used 10-in. x 6-in, home carved wood propellers similar to the “Tekni-Flo” variety. Of 

the new plastic propellers, a 10-in. x 8-in. “Truflex” (green), cut to 9 in. diameter, gives the best 

performance. 

Flying 
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Always set your motor by first trimming to maximum 

revolutions and then slightly increasing compression and fuel 

richness shortly before take-off, Allow a couple of reasonable 

circuits before attempting more violent manoeuvres, to make 

sure the motor is running correctly. Perform all manoeuvres 

smoothly, trying to keep the flying speed as high up as 

possible. Do not apply full “up” or “down” for any 

manoeuvres, but follow the model with your arm. Only 

exception is that most difficult of all manoeuvres, the truly 

square loop. If you are unacquainted with inverted flight, the 

best approach to learning the art of opposite control is to 

constantly practise consecutive horizontal eights, gradually 

lengthening and lowering the inverted “down”  part of the 

manoeuvre until you can complete a whole circuit. If in the 

initial stages you remember that full “down” will bring you back to safety, you will soon be “lapping up the 

old low level inverted.” as a distinguished member of our club would remark. As this model flies at between 

56 and 58 m.p.h. with an ED. III 10 x 6 propeller combination, it is quite possible to recover from inverted 

flight with a dead motor so long as the wings are not stalled in a high speed condition. 

Good luck with your Tycoon—it can easilv win a contest for you ! 

 

 

From Adam Chambers   
 

Schiffermuller built from the Len Fisher plans and a Belair laser cut part kit. 

72 inch span, 6 llbs auw. 

Power is an eflite 46 on 4 cells. 

Probably best described as toonscale rather than a serious vintage model! 

 

 

 

 
(note fuselage “Built not bought”) 
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NOSTALGIA STRIKES AGAIN 
 
I spotted Stuart Hindle’s T-Tray in the boot of his car in S&T 107 and that triggered my keyboard into action for your 
next issue. 
 
Way back in my youth, one notable issue of Aeromodeller carried a set of three free plans for a trio of ‘different’ control 
line models from the 1950s era, all for 0.5cc or even smaller diesel engines. It seems that that issue remains in the 
memories of many other builders and occasionally these designs reappear on the control line circuit (with varying 
degrees of success). With the advent of tiny servos and lightweight reliable radio gear, similar models are also 
appearing as RC conversions. After a chance conversation last year, the “Cheshire Kitten”, “Arrowhead” 
and “T-Tray” reappeared on my own radar and because it would be a relatively quick build, I decided to start making 
an enlarged T-Tray for RC. The Arrowhead for E-Ducted fan would have to wait. 
 
The original T-Tray was only 12” span which would have been possible as an RC subject but the envisaged handling 
characteristics of an airframe that has little Roll stability really demanded something bigger. I chose a 2x enlargement 
for 24”. 

 
Since embarking on this project (with some 
friendly heckling in the background), I have been 
informed of other recent versions and the need for 
tin hat and bicycle clips when flying the thing 
without the restraint of a c/l handle and lines. That 
only spurred me on if only to confound the 
pessimists. 
 
I won’t go into a full “build-it” article but just a few 
photos and construction points as the assembly 
progressed. My T-Tray 24 was nearly ready for the 
last meeting at Tarrant Hinton but, with the 
ongoing high winds and the need for some serious 
gardening that day, I will now have to wait for 
kinder weather for the Maiden. S&T will be among 
the first to know the results. 
 
At last year’s Romsey swapmeet, I had obtained 
an aerobatic Depron indoor Foamy ‘thing’ with all 
its servos but my main reason for the acquisition 
was the powerful little AXI 2204 motor sitting in the 

front. Just to experience a new sensation (!) I flew this machine very briefly outside on a calm evening. It confirmed my 
initial thoughts that this sort of model is definitely not my style but confirmed without doubt the ability of that motor to 
haul quite a large airframe with vertical performance. With about 65 Watts output, it should be a perfect match for a 
24” T-Tray. 
 
For a brief period, I toyed with the idea of IC power as I had either an OS .10 or an ENYA 09 ready to be used. 
However, that thought was soon put aside when I weighed the various components. It was very clear that 
handling characteristics of the T-Tray’s unusual ‘Flying Wing’ configuration would be influenced by wing loading and 
the IC option would add considerably to that value so Electric power it would definitely be. 

 
 

Potential Powerplant Weights: 
 
IC: 
 

OS10 + silencer 160gm (with a suitable 
silencer, the Enya comes to a similar 
figure) 
 
1oz. tank (full) Approx. 40gm 
 
Throttle servo 6gm 
 
Total = 206gm 
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E-power: 
 

AXI 2204/54 28gm 
 
3S 800ma LiPo 77gm 
 
ESC 10gm 
 
Total = 115gm 

 
A quick dabble with CAD had the basic plan [www.outerzone.co.uk] traced and it was then a simple task to 
expand the key components to meet the desired 24” wingspan. CAD files were transferred to the laser and ten 
minutes later and a couple of sheets of 3/32” Balsa, I had a full set of ribs. In very short time, the basic structure 
was assembled dry to check powerplant and battery measurements and to assess any potential building problems. 
No show-stoppers were discovered and so the structure was soon glued up and true. 
 
Controls: It was not immediately obvious where the servos should go. After a bit of thought, I decided to use 
this model as an application of (the late) John Singleton’s mixing system where Ailerons and Elevators are all 
controlled together to produce Flap with Elevator and also Taileron Roll control from just two Rx outputs. I was already 
familiar with the effectiveness of this from John’s  
“Y-Not” series of aircraft but as far as I knew, 
nobody had tried it over the last ten years. As well 
as that mixing system, I also found that a good 
servo position could be established if I used an 
“RDS” (Rotary Drive System) to the Ailerons and 
this small quick-build model was an ideal platform 
for that experiment. 
 
While RDS components are available commercially, 
the necessary connections to the servo arms were 
easily fabricated from 1/32” printed circuit board and 
a couple of brass collets. This was then driven by a 
pair of 10BA bolts on the servo arms. The 
necessary close-fitting sliders inside the Ailerons 
called for a bit of thought but I 
eventually found a length of 3/32” x 1/32” Carbon 
strip and some 2mm rod to make these components 
as a smooth sliding fit on the 2mm piano wire (see 
pics). The 2mm wire 
 

 
 
was also found to be a close fit in some ‘snake’ outer to use as the TE torque rod bearing in front of the Aileron 
hinges. With those parts to hand, in just one evening, both Ailerons were hinged and connected to their servos. 
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The movement was smooth, with very little friction and I was pleasantly surprised by the lack of slop (lost motion). I 
have often wondered about RDS and will certainly use it on later models where a hidden drive is appropriate. 
 
Finish: 
Once the servos, battery and motor positions had been 
finalised, all structure was now complete and I 
pondered a suitable colour scheme for this potentially 
lively little beast. As it was a largely experimental 
vehicle (both aerodynamically and in control terms) 
what could be more appropriate than the RAE 
Experimental Flying Department “Raspberry Ripple” ? I 
expect that at least one other T-Tray flyer (my former 
Head of Department there) will fondly remember that 
visibility scheme. 
 

 
I used Profilm because most of the colour was already 
in my scrap box. Perhaps not particularly Vintage but it 
does give a good, easily cleaned surface. Once the 
covering was on and the battery hatch fixture added, 
therewas nothing else to do except plonk it on the 
scales and have a test run of the motor. 
 

 
 
I was delighted to find that the final weight, ready to fly, was only 121/2 Oz (360gm). When the prop was 
attached and ESC powered up, there was no shortage of urge and Thrust exceeded Weight at only 60% throttle 
position. It should certainly have no difficulty in climbing away and I should be able to trim the prop for longer 
endurance - if I can keep up with it. 
 
Having programmed my Tx with the appropriate mixes and 60% of exponential on Elevator and Ailerons, the 
Maiden flight now awaits only light winds and, perhaps, some long grass for that first fling. S&T will be among 
the first to know the result. 
 
Watching from the wings and waiting for my own handling experiences to be reported is another builder who 
thinks that his reactions require an even larger version. No problem - tweak the CAD appropriately and a set of 
ribs for a 36” version were soon on their way to David. His reaction on first seeing the above picture (27” Chord 
centre section ribs) was “Blimey, it’s going to be ginormous !” 
Roll on Spring 2016. 
Spike Spencer 
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Peter Scott another brainwave? 

 

Possibly not worth of "Dragons' Den", but I reckon this is one of my better ideas.  

 

How often have you 'mislaid' one of those all-important nuts (for mounting engines rather than nibbling) ? 

Well I have lost count of the times I have scrabbled around my workshop floor, sometimes with a torch... 

This will keep them safe: once removed, screw them onto a piece of sharpened dowel, a cocktail stick, or 

bamboo skewers. They cut their own thread, then pop the sticks in a handy box well out of harm's way. Prop 

nuts work with pencils ! 

 

 
 

 

Showscene - from Dave Bishop of DB Sound. 

 
Well it's the end of yet another show season that started (airshow wise) for the DB Sound team in May 

which is a lot different from many years ago when the flying show season started in March and finished at 

the end of October. And to sum up, this 2015 year has had a bit of everything, some good, and some bad. 

Weather wise, it's been another mixed bag and somehow we have managed to have a good time at most of 

the shows that we have been proud to present, to some very large audiences all over the country. One of our 

biggest events was the Weald of Kent Steam Rally held at the super Rob Davies's place at Woodchurch, now 

in its second year and run (almost singlehandedly) by Bill Giles of Giles Aviation. I don't think that I have 

ever seen such huge metal monsters puffing away and golluping loads of fine coal all laid on for the drivers 

to help themselves, by Bill. And yet again the weather was superb and there was much need for the highly 

numbered barrier creams. The two day airshow at Old Hay was certainly a very different affair and once 

again it was held in perfect weather where the visiting group of Belgian flyers were so friendly. It was my 

pleasure to be working once again in the partnership of Pete McNamara. The Jane Stephenson's, Wings & 

Wheels  penultimate show at North Weald airfield was another cracker, and we are looking forward to 

presenting her last event at that venue which will be a total of 30 annual shows with that cracking lady in 
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charge. Jane will be doing her best on her new addiction, which is golf, and I have been assured that the lady 

is no pushover at that sport. Long Marston will be once again on next year's calendar with the famous John 

Holiday doing all the necessary hundreds of jobs before it all starts along with sponsors, Traplet 

Publications. Whether our (always grafting) Steve Bishop and his best pal Peter will be continuing staging 

shows in the aeroplane show scene might be querulous because he told me at the very beginning of this year 

that he has lost an awful lot of money, which is something in this day and age, that no-one can surely cannot 

possibly afford to do. He and son Matthew are a devastating pair who have that magic British brilliance 

when flying their superb Hawks Duo. They always bring a large lump in my throat every time I have 

presented them to many appreciative crowds at home or abroad, for many years. Before Steve's son Mat 

came on the scene, Steve used to fly and duo with the wizard Paul Heckles in the days of my Family Model 

& Craft show at Plumpton racecourse (1979 - 1999). They still flew Hawks (again in Red Arrows paint job) 

which were powered by Pico 45 engines, driving fans. The British company of Wren made super small jet 

engines that could be bolted into the same size holes of fan jets. I know that the maestro of the Woodvale 

Rally International, Andrew Johnson, owns has many Wren turbines and I well remember when he motored 

all the way from Liverpool to Plumpton  at one of our shows there, to fly a "foamy" pusher  propeller 

powered Concorde that stopped the show. The three "must go to" events at Old Warden are run nowadays 

by Ken and Sheila Sheppard. (Sheila has personally helped me no end with technical advice for she is a very 

clever lady specialist.) All of the O.W's  this year were so good and everyone is looking forward to the 2016 

threesome dates.  Again, there was perfect weather for the Shoreham Airshow run by airshow guru, Rod 

Dene, and the radio controlled section was well received by a very appreciative crowd. The final part of our 

presentations there  included the show stopping duo flying  of Chris Burkett and Mike Williams with their 

knockout Extra's display. Well done to the guys and the crowd loved them all. Thanks also to the many of 

you who have kindly written to me either for my contributions to the shows, or my writings in the different 

aeroplane magazines that we are so lucky to have available to us all in this country. And also a huge thank 

you to our own compilation Sticks & Tissue editor, James Parry, who is overloaded with work in his day job 

and yet he somehow multi tasks enough, to send us our free internet issue, every month. The Good Lord will 

reward you James but not yet, not for a long time yet. Dave Bishop. 

  I have been again copying some of the many hundreds of photographs on my computer's hard drive and 

here are a few for this December month which reminds me to wish you all a happy, and healthy, Christmas 

and New year. 

 

   
This superb Pitts was being judged at a Sevenoaks        Way back this replica "Vimy" was flown at one 

club night and won a prize.                                              of the Biggin Hill Airshows.  
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Seen many years ago at my family Model & Craft show at Plumpton racecourse was this Foam Concorde 

by Andrew Johnson. 

 

 

   
Another Concorde airborne shot at which he won       A much later picture of Andrew Johnson at a LMA 

the best flying aeroplane demonstration that year       show and his superb uncovered Victor model 
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The statesman and chairman of the Liverpool club Arthur Searle, at Chorley Wood with just a small 

section of his huge workshop of so many scratch built aeroplanes. 

 

   
One of my proudest days was when I flew my Big Boy          A great scratch built model by Brian Rice, he      

and gained my BMFA "A" test certificate. The model         has a number of his scale aeroplanes as plans 

was designed by the draughtsman Mike Reynolds.  

 

        
 A super Bristol Wayfarer seen at the marvellous         Another great who has gone to the big flying field 

LMA show at Gaydon in October 2009                         up there is the late Colin Agate and his winning  

                                                                                        Gladiator at Old Warden 
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A great three-some is Steve Holland and his partner Sharon along with the designer Richard Rawle and 

the Brietling wing walking team. 

 

 
A super designer of models and the Balsa Cabin boss is the late Cliff Goater. 
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This gentleman Col Bowden with his 

model Kanga, visited the West Sussex 

Aeroplane Society along with Ron 

Warring one evening, just after the war 

ended. Bowden wrote some good articles 

in Aeromodeller on leading edge wing 

slots. Aeromodeller is brilliantly edited 

nowadays by Andrew Boddington who 

does a great job. 

 

 

 

 
The Croydon club does a very good barbeque meet and here is the model DB Sound van that James 

Gordon and his team constructed for the shows.  

 

 

 Mike Williams and Chris Burkett doing what they 

do so well. 
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From Roger Newman 
 
Military Attendees: Commanding Officer & Aerodrome Operator; Deputy C O; Airfield Manager. 
 
This meeting took place prior to the Airfield Users meeting, where dates for the next year were to be 
discussed & agreed for non military use of the airfield. Ostensibly the purpose was for me to explain who 
we were, how we operate, what we fly & how we are organised for events at MW. 
However it became quickly clear that the Military had a prior agenda – basically to set out rules under which 
we would be allowed to fly on the airfield. This on the basis of legal advice from the Military Aviation 
Authority that no “out of hours” activities should be permitted. The CO made it clear that he didn’t wish to 
impose this advice, but had to set rules for risk free operation of any airfield activity, inclusive of two “golden 
rules” for model fliers – no models to go outside of airfield boundaries & no models to cross the main A343 
road. 
 

(i) Flying is restricted to an area bounded by the two runways i.e. when the wind direction is 
broadly from the West/North West or approx 270º/360º. 

(ii) SAM1066 would be notified shortly after midday on the Friday preceding the meeting date/s of 
the predicted weather conditions. If the wind direction was deemed to be adverse, no flying 
would be permitted i.e. the meeting would have to be cancelled at short notice. 
Note: the risk then exists of a wind direction change from forecast between Friday notification & 
the actual meeting. If this changes to be adverse, flying would be cancelled – worst case, on the 
morning of the event. 

(iii) All models must be flown with an operable DT, set & activated to a time to avoid flights out of the 
field. 

(iv) Access times to the field would be restricted to 11.00am – 4.00pm, during which time there 
would be no full size movements. This potentially limits our useful flying time to approx 4 hours. 

(v) Car parking would be on the hard standing – as it is at present. Fliers would (possibly) have to 
walk out to a pre-set flight line for launching, dependent on the prevailing wind direction. 

(vi) All model aircraft must be labelled with the name, address & phone number of the flier. 
(vii) Any models that do land outside the airfield boundary during the event must be reported to the 

Airfield Manager the following Monday. 
These rules would apply to our planned meeting on 15th November as a “trial”. In the event that this trial day 
does not go ahead for whatever reason, our next event in 2016 would effectively be the trial day. 

These rules impose conditions on flying of free flight models that cannot be underwritten by the SAM1066 
Committee. Additionally the limited time available for flying (effectively a reduction from 6 hours to 4 hours) 
is probably unattractive to members, particularly those who travel some distance.  
 
It is therefore the decision of your Committee to cancel this meeting (15th November) and the 
Annual General Meeting planned for the same day. Instead an Extraordinary General Meeting will be 
called to discuss & agree the future of SAM1066, inclusive of possible dissolution. Notice of the date & 
agenda for this EGM will shortly be sent out by separate email to all members. In the meantime, dialogue 
with the Authorities has continued regarding 2016 & dates have been proposed by them for nine days 
during the year. No response has yet been given as to whether these dates would be acceptable to 
SAM1066, thus no licence application has yet been made.  
 
Notes regarding Dissolution/Continuation 
 
Principal considerations are: 

(i) Financial assets 
In the event of dissolution, net financial assets would be distributed to Macmillan Cancer 
research, as defined by SAM 1066 Constitution. Net financial assets are the funds remaining 
after finalisation of expenditure & income for 2015. In the event of continuation, a contribution 
could be made to Macmillan with a small retention of funds to maintain SAM1066 website etc. 

(ii) Physical assets 
These comprise two ground to air transceivers, which could be donated to a suitable recipient. 
All other physical assets are considered to be nil value. 

(iii) DBHL Library 
The Plans Library can continue – ultimately the digital legacy can be passed to the BMFA. 
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The Magazine Library requires consideration by its Custodian (Roy Tiller) 
(iv) Trophies 

Two possibilities exist: (a) current trophy holders are allowed to retain them in perpetuity; (b) all 
other trophies held in store are passed to the BMFA, together with trophies recovered from 
current holders. 

(v) New Clarion 
In the event of dissolution, the New Clarion would cease to be published as it is the SAM1066 
Club Newsletter. 

(vi) Membership & affiliation to BMFA 
Consideration of whether to keep SAM1066 as website. If nothing else, it keeps people in touch 
with the hobby. However, the existing content would require to be considerably changed. Also 
future circumstances may change at MW – albeit by then we may be too old to benefit! In the 
event of dissolution, affiliation to the BMFA would not be required. 

 

Roger Newman (SAM 1066 Secretary)  
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AeroNaute Falke 2 Kit – 36” All Balsa FF Glider  
 
I have started stocking AeroNaut kits…..’who are they?’ I hear you ask….I was just the same, so surprised 
to learn that this German firm pre-dated Graupner by eight years….founded in 1922, AeroNaut have always 
concentrated on their home market …unlike Graupner who tried for a world market and went 
bust…...AeroNaut have a long history of supplying to schools and this may explain the rather toy like 
presentation of their products on their website here:-  
 
www.aero-naut.de  
 
But don’t be fooled ….their designs are very clever and sophisticated…..they use traditional materials and 
construction techniques…..and the kits are very complete….even glue and a sanding block are 
included!....in short very high quality kits indeed…..how refreshing and just up my street. 

 
 

 
As a taster I have just built an 
AeroNaut Aero Falke 
2……the kits design is very 
similar to continental 
competition gliders of the mid 
to late 50’s…..the latest Mk 2 
version was introduced in the 
eighties and the original kit 
can be seen in the 
background of old B & W 
photos of German exhibitions 
from 1960 or thereabouts.  

 

 

 
 The kit comes in a transparent plastic box with an attractive label…..the label unfolds to provide a large 
double sided instruction sheet….side 1 is in German with many exploded views and some full size 
drawings…..side 2 has reduced versions of side 1 in various languages including English….. 
 

 
 
Contents are very complete consisting of die cut balsa sheets, hardwood boom and dowels…….plus 
various accessories like lead ballast strip, re-enforcing tape, tow hook and ring, sandpaper, wing bands and 
a small tube of UHU Hart glue…. 

http://www.aero-naut.de/
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But the stars of the show 
are the wings…..machined 
to an elegant under-
cambered section from 
solid balsa they are very 
impressive…..they only 
require the tips to be carved 
to shape and a final finish 
sand before joining using 
the die cut gauge to 
establish the 
dihedral….cloth tape and 
UHU is used to strengthen 
the root joint and provide 
band protection…..very 
traditional but works so 
well……and you end up 
picking balsa cement off 
your fingers like the good 
old days….great! 

 
 

The finished model is more 
attractive than the pictures 
suggest and would be a 
perfect contender for the 36” 
Hi Start class….my model 
has RC fitted and flies very 
well with a very slow and flat 
glide….reminiscent of my 
A1’s and A2’s that I flew in 
competition FF back in the 
late 70’s…..very 
nostalgic….wish I was still 

 
And how much does this 
quality kit cost?......£18.00 so there’s a surprise…..available from my site now:- 
 
www.densmodelsupplies.co.uk 

 
 
I will be introducing another 
AeroNaut kit soon…..this is a 36” 
span rubber model ……..but you 
will have to wait for me to build 
and fly one first…..first 
impressions are that it is like an 
all sheet Coupe d Hiver…..the 
pre-assembled plastic prop and 
nose bearing with freewheel 
latch is a work of art….enough 
already. 
Have Fun Den Saxcoburg 
 

http://www.densmodelsupplies.co.uk/
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Model Boats – YUK!! 
 
OK I’ll come clean….I like model boats….there you are I’ve admitted it…..I’ve finally ‘come out’….but heh! 
What was good enough for Vic Smeed is good enough for me! 
 

A bit of history….after WW2 there was a huge 
market in the USA for outboard motors….so 
the main American outboard manufacturers – 
Johnson, Evinrude and Mercury, were very 
happy to get involved with various outboard 
racing classes for marketing purposes….this 
produced a golden age involving lots of 
outrageous speed record attempts and 
racing…….most racing was carried out with 
stock 20HP motors but record breaking saw 
incredible outboard specials with up to six 
cylinders. 
There were limited runs of these special 
motors available for racing enthusiasts….as 
you can imagine they have become very 
expensive collector’s items. 
 
 

 

 
 
The designs changed over the years from monohulls to various types of hydroplanes…..but they were all 
very small, with the driver usually located in a kneeling position…..construction was much more akin to 
aircraft than boats…..the front section would often be covered with ‘doped’ fabric to save weight. Designs 
were published in mags like Popular Mechanics and could be easily constructed by the abundance of 
practically skilled people of the era. 

 

 
The class has evolved 
over the years to include 
the modern F1 outboard 
racers with motors 
producing over 
200HP….but there is still 
support for classic style 
outboard racing. 
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I find all this fascinating….so I was astonished 
to learn that a superb scale kit of one the 
vintage outboard racers is available…..the 
AeroNaut ‘Spitfire’ is an 1:5.2 reproduction of a 
classic racer from 1956… 
 

 

Constructed from laser cut parts of various ply woods, the 
model is a joy to build and has an outstanding -
performance…..have a look at this video of it in action:- 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGtuKfFG74o 
 
 

 

 
I shall be stocking the Spitfire kit and the electric outboard 
shown in the vid…..the outboard is of Chinese 
manufacture from a company called TFL…..it is a very 
high quality item and I shall carry a range of spares for it 
I find 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I find building boats makes a welcome 
change from aircraft….it’s refreshing to 
work with woods other than balsa and 
the engineering content is usually 
higher……the end result is more 
substantial and looks great on 
display…..it usually has a financial value 
as well….icing on the cake! 
I have also been playing with a design 
of my own called ‘NIPPER’….based 
around a cheap Chinese water jet 
…..it’s showing much promise….. at the 
moment its ‘mine all mine’…..but if there 
was some interest – well you never 

action:-  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAY071XWVR8 
 
Have Fun ………….Den Saxcoburg 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGtuKfFG74o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAY071XWVR8
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INDOOR MODEL FLYING 7pm to 10pm 

 

FREE FLIGHT ONLY   

 

                                                                                  

ALLENDALE CENTRE  

HANHAM RD. WIMBORNE BH21 1AS 

FREE CAR PARKING IN PUBLIC CAR PARK 

IN ALLENDALE RD 

 

 

COMPETITIONS incl GYMINNIE CRICKET & SERENE LEAGUES 

ALL FLYERS MUST HAVE BMFA INSURANCE   FLITEHOOK NORMALLY IN ATTENDANCE 

Adult Flyers £5 Spectators £1.50 

 

CONTACTS:  JOHN TAYLOR   01202  232206 

 

All dates are Tuesdays 

26 January 2016 

23 February 2016 

22 March 2016 

26 April 2016 
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From Martyn Pressnell 
 

I have recently received this 

discounted offer from Robert 

Hale Ltd. that your members 

may like to use to purchase my 

new book ‘Model Planes: 

Aerofoils and Wings’. This 

offers 25% off (normally 

£20.00) the price of the book. 

There is no additional postage 

cost except for overseas 

orders. It becomes generally 

available on 30 June. I also 

attach a colour copy of the 

cover.  

The offer is available by going 

to www.halebooks.com and 

using the discount code 

‘wmodelplanes15’. Further 

information can be found at 

www.msp-plans.blogspot.com  

  

Many thanks and kind 

regards,  Martyn 

  

(I’ve now finished reading the 

book and it is excellent. JP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.halebooks.com/
http://www.msp-plans.blogspot.com/
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Belair 
 

Belair Vintage Kits have added quite a few Vintage Parts Set, including 4 popular Vic Smeed designs - 

Ballerina, Madcap cabin, Majorette and Coquette. Also for the Veron 

plans sold by Colin Smith, we 

now offer the Super Robot and 

Aeronca Sedan. Finally for the 

Aeromodeller plan the Dizzy 

Diesel. All designs are faithful 

to the original plans. 

 

We also publish a free catalogue 

which is free to your readers, 

please call 01362 668658 for your copy. www.belairkits.com 

 

Clubman Class Profile Weatherman, available as a Parts Set from Belair Kits. 

SAM35 authorised parts set from original designer’s CAD data. Plan available from SAM35 or use plan 

included free in April issue of Aeromodeller. 

 

Leon Cole 

Belair Kits 

Tel: +44 (0)1362 668658 

www.belairkits.com 

 

Follow us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Belair-

Kits/1448177428736984 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.belairkits.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Belair-Kits/1448177428736984
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Belair-Kits/1448177428736984
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