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Sticks and Tissue No 140 – July 2018 
 
If you can contribute any articles, wish to make your point of view known etc please send to or phone  
01202 625825      JamesIParry@talktalk.net             The content does not follow any logical order or set out, 
it’s “as I put it in and receive”. 
 
Thanks to Mark Venter back issues are available for download from    http://sticksandtissue.yolasite.com/ 
 
Writings and opinions expressed are the opinion of the writer but not necessarily the compiler/publisher of 
Sticks and Tissue. 
 

 
Typical aeromodelling scene photo by Tony Tomlin DMFG 22 July 2018 
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Cocklebarrow, July 2018 from David Turner 
 
Myself and Dave Bell decided to visit Cocklebarrow, this year. We haven't been for several years ... in great 
measure owing to the travelling involved from the "vibrant and multicultural city" of Hull.  
Or, Mogadishu, as I like to call it. 
We brought three aeroplanes with us ... a Junior 60, a New Ruler and a Spearhead. 
Upon arrival, we expected to see the "old drunks' camp" in its favoured spot, the NE corner of the field. 
We'd brought along extra beer rations, in expectation of a hearty reunion. 
So, we were disappointed to find that the corner was vacant. 
Worse was to come, when we discovered that one of the leading lights, Mike Womersley, had died. I guess 
that the others couldn't face a Cocklebarrow weekend in his absence. That was hard news to bear. 
 
Anyways, after attending to my duties as 'camp skivvy', I was rewarded with the opportunity of flying the 
New Ruler. Well, you can imagine ... 8pm, low sun, no wind, smooth air ... just delightful. 
 

 
 

Dave gives the nod of assent and releases the camp' skivvy to flying duties. 

Saturday dawned very fair, so we took advantage of the lighter morning air to fly the Junior 60 and the 
Spearhead. This latter proved a little problematic, owing to its extreme reluctance to land. The result was 
an ever-extended downwind leg and a dangerous low approach between the trees at the roadside. It 
worked out fine,  and even provided us with a laugh or two. Afterwards. 
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The evening was again beautiful, and this spiffing little Piper took advantage of it. 

Sunday.  

My God! ... the heat. Musta been the hottest day of the year. There was no respite, nor hiding from it. Nevertheless, 
the flyers soon began to arrive in good number. Winds were somewhat variable, but tended to be Northerly. This 
was bad news, since it constrained many flyers to approaching over a stone wall; with just 90 yards in which to land, 
before meeting the second stone wall.   

I decided to do some filming, rather than flying. Well, the models belonged to Dave, and I wouldn't have wanted to 
bend one.  It's not that I'm chicken, or anything.  

Dave decided to forego the flying, too, after his heart-stopping experience with the Spearhead. 

But first, some tea. 

 

Dave doles out my water ration for Sunday ... the hottest day of the year.  I had to shower and shave in that, too.  
Traditional camping fare on display;  tea, crisps and food-poisoning. 
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Soooo, here's a few photos that I took. I failed miserably to get all the names and details. Sorry. 

 

                                                 Jack Pritchard, discussing his KK Dolphin. 

The motor is concealed within the donor engine ... a DC something-or-other. 

 

Detail of the electric motor which is fitted to the KK Dolphin. 
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    Mike Gilham, Pou du Ciel. He also had a very neat little Fokker D8, which did a good deal of flying. 

 

Jack Pritchard, flying the KK Dolphin, which performed well. 
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Didn't get your name, but you flew a Denter wing, amongst other things. I won't mention the wall. 

 

                                       Victim of the wall.  One of many such casualties.  

                        Majestic Major (?) with a home-made Matador .60 ... forty years old. 
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                                               John Laird, flying his Vagabond. Proved exciting, initially. 

 

                                         Event Organiser, Mr Tomlin.  (see what I did, there?) 

                                                       Probably flying the Buzzard Bombshell. 
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David Lovegrove. Nope, I've no idea what the model is called, but it flew alright. 

 

Ian Andrews with his 1938 BB. Something of the look of a Simplex, to my unpractised eye. Looked like a good 
flying machine. 
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                                             Floppy wings ... led to devastating "tuck under". 

 

Little dog managed to guilt Dave into parting with a piece of sliced ham. Too hot for a fur coat, tho. 
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                                         Richard (?) with Courtesan. Did quite a lot of flying. 

 

 

                                                The New Ruler, taken a few years' back. 

I did manage to grab some bits of ...somewhat shaky ... video, using the GoPro.  If you are of a sensitive disposition, 
you might prefer not to watch it, tho. 
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 Dave's landing with the Spearhead, drove me to profanity. 

Next time that I fly at Cocklebarrow, I'll be sure to have a model with some means of glide-slope control. It'll be 
electric, and it will have either ailerons ... or flaps ... or a reversing ESC.  I figure that split flaps could be fitted to any 
vintage model, without compromising the outline; they'd hardly be noticeable to the casual observer. 

Click on the link for overview of Cocklebarrow, July 2018 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6E1MkuMq8c 

 

Also, the maiden flight of John Laird's Vagabond. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=957ylA8daZU 

 

Glideslope control using the reversing ESC 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0-VSc8iCnM 

 

(in the course of writing this, I happened upon these excellent still photos from Cocklebarrow  
http://www.gliding.bitrot.co.uk/events/cockle/1.htm       

The late Mike Womersley has the transmitter, in Photo No 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following two plans taken from Aeromodeller Annual 1955 loaned by Terry Burnal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6E1MkuMq8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=957ylA8daZU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0-VSc8iCnM
http://www.gliding.bitrot.co.uk/events/cockle/1.htm
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Number Nine By J D McHard, A free flight canard for .8 cc engines. From May 1962 Model Aircraft. 
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For those of you who feel like having a go at a 
canard, this little biplane will make a first class 
project. 
The plans are completely self-explanatory and, as 
you can see from these photos, the construction is 
quite straightforward.  
It is important to keep weight at the rear down to a 
minimum and it will probably be necessary to add a 
little weight to the nose in order to achieve the 
correct c.g. position. There is no need to skimp the 
structure of the Ieading plane (which takes quite a 

beating in the event of a cartwheel) and this should be soundly constructed. Providing the incidence angles, 
are as shown on the plan, the only trimming necessary is c.g. adjustment. 
Number Nine will turn safely in either directions but prefers a left-hand power circuit. The side-mounted 
engine gives a natural left circuit, but a small trim tab where shown may assist. 
The original model weighs 12 oz., including several coats of colour dope, giving a loading of about 7 oz. per 
sq. ft. Thus the glide is quite slow but at full bore, the Frog 8o provides a most exciting and zippy power 
flight. 
 

 
 
 
Photos left, show Number Nine” in flight. Steeply banked,  
tight turns are safe, despite moderate dihedral. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Right: the uncovered 
framework, its basic simplicity is 
clearly shown 
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From Jörgen Daun  
 
Hi  James a couple of Pictures of my Junior 60 a Little bigger model that I usually build with a PAW 19 up 
front and covered with Oratex a material that I never used Before today I made its maiden flight in very 
windy condition but it Went well . 
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From Roger Cooper 
 
Thank you for putting my little plea for help in S&T.  Pat Kimber and I had a look together yesterday at the 
little glo engine which, on further research, and as it is in a Testor model, may well be a little McCoy.  We 
just could not find a way into the spring starter mechanism nor any way of removing the rather substantial 
prop driver, which is obviously part of that mechanism, without risking serious damage to the rest of the 
engine.  I shall persist with solvent cleaner on the assumption that there is part of the mechanism which is 
seriously gummed up.  I might be successful but don't hold your breath! 
 
Something (I know not what jogged my memory) brought to mind a light hearted bit of banter with an 
accompanying sketch (I think) which was published in AEROMODELLER back in the 1950s (early). 
 
It was a little bit of doggerel of which I can remember only a part - wonder if anyone can recall the whole 
thing or even still have that particular copy of the magazine on the shelf. 
 
It went something like this: 
 
There were teacup and saucers 
And barn doors on hawsers 
Littering the old village green 
For the event of the day 
Was a control line display 
By the bods of the East Wessex Team. 
 
Also does anyone recall a small comic strip (American I think)  which appeared around the same time called 
: " ............and TailSkid Talby".  ?  I can't remember who was the partner to Tailskid Talby but I seem to 
recall that there was something of an outcry against this bit of cartoon stuff as we all wanted a serious 
magazine if you don't mind please, thank you very much.  I think it appeared just once so vociferous was the 
outcry. 
 
From Tom Crompton 
 
 
With regard to Roger Coopers RTF plastic aero...the engine is a Wen Mac..I have several of them. They 
come with a variety of crankcase designs (and weights believe it or not to balance the various aeros they 
went into)and materials, some GRP (glass reinforced plastic), some aluminium alloy , some very heavy 
metal a bit like "pot metal". They are a little bit unique in that they have no lugs in the conventional sense, 
but odd shaped protuberances to affix them into the model they power.Again these vary in shape and size. 
The prop driver is fitted onto splines on the crankshaft nose.This also contains a clutch,which from the 
sound of Rogers letter may well be stuck or seized.I would suggest soaking for a good while in some 
degreasant. Hopefully that will free it.It is quite an efficient starter and pretty much foolproof to use. They 
eventually morphed into the Testors 8000 engine , which if memory serves correctly was tested in 
AEROMODELLER.This one was a radial mounted engine and was sold as a stand alone engine.The ones in 
the RTF's  , like Rogers,were only sold with the model. 
 
Hope this is of some use . 
 
Hello James and Roger, 
 
always glad to help.Further to the discourse, I can understand the confusion between Wen -mac and 
McCoy...the Testors Corporation own both I am told , so the name on the engine may confuse but the looks 
give the game away.Wen Mac are more associated with RTF models ,McCoy seem to be more aimed at 
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aeros, although the early Wen Macs were sold as stand alone engines (and they are a delight to use in sports 
f/f jobs). 
 
I thought you might like to have a look at some example that I have acquired over the years. All different. 
Note the one with the prop on has a plastic rotary "engine" behind the prop, also the cowl ring is weighted 
along with a heavy (material) for the crankcase ,,,seems to say this one came from a Sopwith Camel?! 
 
Regards, 
 
Tom 
 
 
Reply from Bill Wells 
 
Hi James, 
 
             I expect Roger Cooper will already had a lot of advice, if not this might help!  
 
                                       Bill 
Hi Roger, 
 
                 I am pretty sure the engine you have is a Testor / McCoy derivative. 
 
                  There was a whole range of these engines which are all basically the same some have different 
crankcases to suit the ready to fly plastic model. The plastic crankcase 8000 model being an example. See 
Sceptre engine tests 
http://sceptreflight.net/Model%20Engine%20Tests/Testors%208000.html   you can actually see the 4 
components which make up the starter unit. Some of the Testor engines have front rotary induction and 
some rear but the actual starter bit should be the same. The likely hood of the starter spring end being broken 
is very high. The scenario usually is a poor glow from the glow plug caused by a rundown battery then 
because the engine won’t fire the starter is turned backwards to the limit of the spring until an end breaks 
off!! 
 
                Try WD40 into the starter case just in case it is just gummed up. Correct don’t force anything. If 
that fails you need to remove the prop drive which will be held in place on a spline. Almost impossible to 
use a puller so remove the engine backplate remove the con rod piston noting which side of the con rod is 
facing you so you can re-assemble the same way round. There is usually a small taper on the big end which 
goes up against the crank web. Put the prop nut back on the crank shaft so that you don’t damage the crank 
shaft threads. Place the crankcase up right that is engine back plate hole on a firm piece of wood, crank shaft 
vertical and gently hammer the prop nut which will push the crankshaft spline out of the prop drive. Undo 
the prop nut remove the crankshaft. During this keep your face away from the starter unit in case the spring 
flicks out you don’t want to lose an eye!!! That gets you inside the starter unit so you can see what needs 
replacing. Quite often the broken spring end can be re-bent but if not the worst case remove the spring and 
drive and replace the prop drive and then just hand flick to start. I have an engine on a model that has no 
starter internals (or starter back plate) and it starts and runs OK. But there is a knack to finger starting! 
 
                    In years past Testors supplied replacement spring kits here is copy of their instructions. If you 
get as far as (10) I normally make sure the spline is going to engage OK then put a prop and washer on, then 
do the prop nut up which will force the prop drive onto the spline. 
 
                     All the Best 
 
                                       Bill Wells     
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Countdown the most successful class 1/2A 1.5 cc team racer to date, designed by dick 
Place.  From Aero Modeller January 1963 
 

1.5c.c. Team Racing standards have improved so rapidly over the past 18 
months it seems hardly creditable that their performances match that of 
earlier 2.5 c.c. models in the same size airframes. Undoubtedly, the most 
successful, and one of the best looking to date is Dick Place’s “Countdown” 
and it is with special pleasure that we introduce this as the first genuine 1/2A 
Team Race design to Aeromodeller Plans Service (as distinct from Class A 
conversions). 
Fuel that has been used all season with the exception of the Woodford rally 
is: 35% Ether, 35% Paraffin, 
20% Castrol M, 7 1/2% Heptane and 2 1/2% Amyl Nitrate. 
This, together with a 6 x 9 Stant prop, which has been thinned and balanced, 
will get through a heat with only one pit stop—i.e., 45 laps/tank at least and 
gives an air speed of around 80 m.p.h. 
The only other props tried are Stant 6 x 8 and Tomado Plasticote 6 x 8, both 
of which gave better acceleration, but the top speed was slightly down and 

the laps dropped below 45, which would have meant extra pit stops. In the light of 1961 seasons flying, it is 
obviously better to keep a 9-in. pitch prop and trim the diameter 
to 5 in. or 51/2 in. consistent with obtaining at least 45 laps if 
one cannot obtain the speed on a full 6 x 9 propeller. 
Start construction by assembling the engine bearers, crutch and 
U/C box, using Araldite. Drill the bearers, fit engine complete 
with spinner, after preparing “flats” on fins and carve bearers 
away to follow the contours of the spinner. Cut out the wing 
and sand roughly to shape, leaving fuselage area flat, then make 
up bellcrank assembly with flexible lead out wires and install in 
the wing ensuring that the system works freely. Cut out the 
tailplane and fit the elevator. Cement wing and tailplane to the crutch and Araldite the U/C box and fairing 
blocks in position, fit the former at section E-E, vertical crutch and tailskid into position, bend the pushrod 
and secure it in position with a washer soldered on the ends. The fuselage sides can now be cemented into 
place again ensuring that the control system works freely. Sand bottom of fuselage flush to the 1/8 in. square 
strips and add the fuselage bottom. Assemble cowling ensuring that there is at least 3/16 in. clear all the way 
round the engine. Tack cement the fuselage top block into position and carve to shape, build up the spat 
round the wheel and add the soft balsa fairings to the wing roots and tips. 
Now sand to shape. Remove the top block, hollow out and cement rear position together with 1/8 in. balsa 
former back in position with the -1/16 in. ply fin. Block rear of top cowling with 3/8in. former. Make up the 
tank and wedge in position whilst the holes in the top cowling are made. 
Sand the whole model to a smooth finish then cover the bottom cowling wing roots, tips and spat with silk. 

Remainder of the model is covered with light tissue. The entire 
model is then given three coats of sanding 
sealer taking care to seal the inside of the cowling and the tank 
compartment. Canopy and pilot can now be 
added. Countdown is then given three thin coats of colour dope, 
the trimmings and transfers added (don’t forget your S.M.A.E. 
No.) and then a coat of fuel proofer. 
The original model weighed 14 ozs. ready to fly, a Stant. 6 x 8 or 
6 x 9 prop should give approximately 5O 
laps on 46 ft. 8 in. lines with a heat time of around 4.20 
depending on the speed of pit stops—happy flicking! 
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From Bill Wells 
 
                                                               Of Things to Come 
 
                Firstly, many thanks to all those wonderful model engine designers and engine builders who sent 
in information on model engine plans. Ashley my friend and model engine maker was delighted he is well 
into making another engine but now has the Nova 1 plan for a future project. 
 
                The word future brings me on to my visit to Old Warden ‘Scale Weekend’ I was chatting to Alex 
Phin about his engines and asked what was coming next. You only have to look at his board of engines to 
realise just how many engines he has designed so far. To my surprise out of a box he produced the prototype 
of a three cylinder radial. Wow!!  What’s more wherever the design allowed he has used as many 
interchangeable parts as possible. This means parts already proven to work well on singles or twins should 
not be a problem in the new application. Also this standardisation makes the replacement of parts much 
easier to cope with. Alex tells me the order for the manufacture of these engines is in but it will be sometime 
before the production starts!! 
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Cocklebarrow Vintage R/C Rally.    Tony Tomlin. 
 
Sunday July 8th was the date of the first of the three events in 2018 at this popular Cotswold site. As many 
of the dedicated fliers who look forward to these yearly events would know, the meeting last October was 
the last meeting Val and Paul Howkins had decided to run, after 29 years, handing the responsibility over to 
Tony and Pam Tomlin. 
 
It seemed like this first meeting was to be a baptism of fire, as when we arrived at the field on the Friday 
afternoon before the event, we were met with what could only be described as Sahara like conditions, with 
the temperature  a little short of 90 degrees Fahrenheit. 
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 As regular fliers know, the field has to be laid out with safety tapes, the Control tent [in our case a new 
large gazebo we were assembling for the first time!] and of course the all important toilet tent. It was soon  
found that the ground was baked so hard it was impossible to drive in the support stakes for the safety tapes 
but eventually using what could best be described as a very large Rawplug tool with a club hammer, we had 
success. Our thanks go out to Boycott Beal, Rob Blair, Bob Young, Ted and Linda Tomlin and Pam my wife 
and David Bowl with Mervyn Tilbury who mowed the `patch.`  
 
The following day it was relatively quiet as the final touches were made to the site, direction signs were 
placed on the local roads and the flightline set up. We all hoped that the continuing high temperatures would 
reduce for the following day. 
 
Sunday dawned but there was to be no relief! Temperatures rose to a recorded 91 degrees Fahrenheit. Even 
allowing for the conditions there was only a small reduction of fliers and by the end of the day 37  had 
signed on, with around 70 models. As always fliers came from far and wide including Hull, South Devon, 
Dorset and even a gentleman from Cognac, France  who came over and camped for the second year running 
just to watch! 
The flightline was busy all day with up to 7 models seen in circuit. David Lovegrove and John Laird 
managed the flightline, which was no mean feat in the conditions. Thank you both. Since the previous day 
the wind direction had changed and was now SSW which  meant models had to pass over the notorious 
Cocklebarrow drystone walls on their landing approach. A few came to grief but as the walls were heavily 
covered with weeds etc, which gave a soft landing, no damage was reported. The only crash of the day was 
to George Fords 10 ft. span  Tomboy that suffered an airframe failure and was reduced to kit form. 
 
 Models  as  always ranged from the large and stately to the small and wizzy. Dennis Coe flew his Majestic 
Major towing the flag of St George, as Britain had won their quarter final in the Football World cup the 
previous day. It was powered by a Homebuilt 10cc four stroke built from a design in the Aeromodeller Plans 
Book, 1955. It was one of 3 Majestic Majors seen during the day.  The smaller brother, the Junior 60 was 
also in evidence with around 6 flying, and the 
  wizziest  must have been the Tadpole flown by David Lovegrove that flew at a snappy pace. 
The Super Scorpion, always a steady flyer, was much in evidence with 3-4 seen. Vic Smeed  designs are 
always to be found at Cocklebarrow, with the Tomboy 36” and 48” much reduced in numbers, as the closely 
fought Tomboy competitions events of the past now a memory. Even so Vic’s  evergreen Chatterbox, 
Courtesan and  Poppet were seen flying. David Boddingtons models were present with two Barnstormer’s, 
the model built by Mervyn Tilbury having a successful maiden flight, two Mini Supers and a Tyro and, with 
probably for the first time at Cocklebarrow, an Expo 80 flown by Ted Tomlin. It was also nice to see a 
scaled up Ernie Webster designed Dolphin with a power pod flown by Jack Pritchard that was instantly 
recognised by its elegant curved fuselage. 
  
These events  have been described by one of the fliers as like a gathering of the Clans, with the relaxed 
atmospere and many aeromodellers in conversation, some gathering around the car boot sellers, looking for 
that second hand kit, engine, plan etc. which is one of the attractions of the meeting. A number of some 
excellent models were sold at knock down prices to have a new life. 
Flying continued to the early afternoon when the majority decided that they had had their fill of ultra violet 
and the field started to clear. With many looking forward to the next meetings on   August 19th and 
September 30th,  next time lets hope for more normal conditions.  
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The flightline David Lovegrove in control, 

 

 
Quaker Flash, J60, Chatterbox by Derek Parker. 
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Mervyn Tilbury Barnstormer 63 

 

 
Richard Preston's Squadron Mini Super, Courtesan, Mambo +Tyro. 
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General View of the very hot flightline. 

 

 
Brooks Biplane by Rob Smith. 
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Photos from Tony Tomlin taken at the DMFG bacon butty event Sunday 22 July 2018 
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M.E. Snipe 1.5 cc Diesel 
Motor from Model Aircraft 
September 1962 
 
Our report on the new M.E. 
Snipe engine was originally 
scheduled for last month’s 
issue. However, in the 
course of testing, it became 
apparent that all was not well 
with the engine. 
It was reluctant to keep 
running on any prop which 
loaded it below 10,000 r.p.m. 
(i.e. larger than about 8 X 4 or 
8 X 5) and, although we 
managed to record a full range 
of performance figures from 
88,000 r.p.m. upwards, this 
was only made possible by 
replacing the existing fuel tank 

with a larger one, placed higher, so as to provide a slight gravity feed. This meant, of course, that the engine 
remained very sensitive to changes in fuel delivery pressure such as would occur under actual flight 
conditions. 
A fault of this nature can, of course, be caused in a number of different ways. 
A common cause is lack of primary compression due to an air leak developing in the carburettor or 
crankcase. Alternatively, on the design side, it may be due to the crankcase volume or carburettor choke area 
being too large. 
Some racing engines give the impression of suffering from such a fault,” if attempts are made to run them on 
large props and/or without a pressurised fuel feed. 
Rather surprisingly, an examination of the Snipe did in fact, suggest that the carburettor choke area was to 
blame. A separate screw-in carburettor body (or “induction tube,” to give the maker’s designation) is used 
on the Snipe and whereas the actual bore of the tube, where it screws into the main bearing, is only 5.5mm., 
it was noticed that this widened out to 7.5 mm. at the spraybar. 
Even when reduced by a 1/8 in. dia. spraybar, the area so presented is rather large for a 1.5 c.c. engine. 
It was, therefore, suggested to the makers that the trouble encountered on test seemed likely to be due to an 
excessively large choke area. In actual fact, however, this had already been discovered by the manufacturers, 
from whom we immediately received a replacement carburettor body. 
Apparently the original carburettor body was of an experimental type that had been discarded as 
unsatisfactory. Unfortunately, a drawing-office error resulted in the sketch of this discarded component 
being used to make the final drawings for the production engine. 
We are further informed that the error was not discovered during works tests of production engines, since a 
gravity feed test tank is used. At the time that this trouble came to light, the Snipe had been in production for 
some weeks and a fair number of engines had already been distributed. 
However, the manufacturers, in cooperation with the trade distributors, Keilkraft, have put into effect a 
scheme to deal with the situation and any reader who has one of the early production Snipes should consult 
his dealer who will return the engine for modification—free of charge, of course. 
For the benefit of anyone who is uncertain whether he has one of the initial production engines, we would 
mention that, apart from the operational characteristics mentioned and the large bore venturi, this can be 
easily checked by measuring the height of the carburettor body above the threaded diameter. On the early 
engine this was 11/32 in. On the later models it is 15/32 in. The new choke size is approximately 5.5 mm. In 
area, it is about 46 per cent, smaller than the original incorrect type and, including spraybar, effective choke 
area is reduced by approximately two-thirds. A complete re-test was carried out on 
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the Snipe after fitting the new intake. 
It was found that the earlier trouble was entirely eliminated. There was, however, some reduction in power 
output, especially at the highest speeds. The actual difference recorded amounted to less than 100 r.p.m. at 
8,000 r.p.m. (e.g. 9 X 4 props) but rose to 5-600 in the 11- 12,000 r.p.m. bracket (8 x 4 ) and to 1,000 at 
speeds above 15,000 r.p.m. (7 X 4 , 7 X 3 , etc.). Actual peaking speed was reduced by approximately 
1,500-2,000 r.p.m. This is worth bearing in mind, since, although the output of the Snipe in standard trim is 
quite good, it can be seen that, where absolute maximum power is desired, such as for contest purposes, 
enlarging the intake may pay very worthwhile dividends. Naturally, a balance will have to he struck between 
the ultimate power increment available and the minimum fuel suction that can be tolerated. Alternatively, a 
pressurised fuel system might be used. 
In design and construction, the Snipe, for the most part, follows conventional 1.5 diesel practice. Among its 
less orthodox features, however, may be mentioned the wide internal flute type transfer flutes, three in 
number, which are spaced between and below the exhaust ports. The cylinder liner is located, vertically, by 
an annular step in the crankcase upon which the base of the liner is seated. The piston and conrod assembly 
is also unusual in that it uses a fully floating gudgeon-pin, restrained from fouling the transfer 
ports by a wire circlip carried in a shallow groove machined around the piston skirt. 
Like its smaller brother, the 1 c.c. Heron, the Snipe is soundly constructed and well finished and the makers 
have been especially concerned in building in maximum resistance to wear and so preserve its easy starting 
qualities. 
Specification 
Type: Single cylinder, air cooled, reverse-flow 
scavenged two-stroke cycle, compression ignition 
with shaft type rotary valve induction. 
Bore: 0.505 in. Stroke: 0.455 in. 
Swept Volume: 0.0911  cu in – 1.494 cc. 
Stroke/Bore Ratio; 0.901 : 1 
Weight: (less tank) 3.8 0z. 
General Structural Data 
Pressure diecast aluminium alloy crankcase and 
main bearing unit with cast-in Meehanite main 
bearing bush. Crankshaft of E.N. 33  65-ton steel, 
case-hardened, with 11/32 in. dia. Main journal and 3/16 in. dia crankpin. Meehanite cast-iron piston with 
5/32 in. dia. solid fully-floating gudgeon-pin retained by wire circlip around piston skirt. 
Connecting-rod machined from L.64 high-tensile aluminium alloy. Cylinder liner of E.N.351 steel, case 
hardened and retained by machined aluminium alloy finned cooling barrel externally threaded and screwing 
into top of crankcase. Carburettor body machined from aluminium alloy screwed into boss on crankcase 
nose and locked by hexagon nut. Brass spraybar assembly with angled fuel feed and adjustable for left or 
right-handed installation with raked back needle control. Detachable, alloy fuel tank with centre screw 
fixing, permitting tank to be rotated for inverted or side-mounted installation. Beam mounting lugs, plus 
provision for bulk head mounting. 
Test Conditions 
Running time prior to test: 2 hours. 
Fuel used: Mercury No. 8. 
Air temperature: 58 deg. F. 
Barometer: 30.4 in. Hg. 
Performance 
Our remarks under this heading apply to the Snipe as re-
tested with the correct size intake. 
Starting qualities were good. No exhaust priming was called 
for, finger choking of the intake being sufficient. Choking 
was most effective in drawing fuel to the carburettor if the 
prop was “turned,” rather than “flicked,” and the finger was withdrawn as the piston passed T.D.C., 
otherwise fuel tended to be pumped back before the rotary valve closed. 
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Three or four choked preliminary turns were usually necessary, after which she engine started readily. Only 
when prop diameter was reduced to less than 7in. did handling qualities, deteriorate.  
Maximum torque developed by the Snipe on test was equivalent to a b.m.e.p. of 54 lb./ sq. in. a good, but 
not exceptional figure. More important was the way in which torque was maintained at an almost constant 
level over a wide r.p.m. range—i.e. from 8,000 to 12,000 r.p.m. A slight power loss on warming up, as is 
usual with diesels, was detected. This was equal to an 
r.p.m. drop, under load, of approximately 2%. Typical 
“hot” prop/r.p.m. figures were: 10 x  3 ½ Top Flite 
7,050,   9 X 4 Kilkraft nylon 8,300,   8 X 4 Trucut 
10,900,   7 X 4 Tornado 12,400. 
Vibration level of our test engine was somewhat higher 
than had been anticipated. This was probably due to the 
rather heavy piston design and was most pronounced on 
light props. On 8 to 10 in. dia, props, it was much less 
noticeable. 
Finally, to summarise the Snipe’s good points, we 
would rate it a well-made, nicely finished, moderately 
priced, easy handling engine of good performance and 
with a promise of a long useful life. 
Power/Weight Ratio (as tested): 0.623 b.h.p./lb.  
Specific Out/put (as tested): 99 b.h.p./litre. 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Winkworth 
 
The Myndair Skylark 4 kit appeared in 1967, and – shock, horror – this will sully your pages with nasty 
plastics: it was one of the first to use a fibreglass fuselage and veneered foam wings.  However the rear 
empennage was made of balsa (so it just squeaks in to ‘balsa aeroplanes’).  
  
I bought this one in 1968 and had it sent to me in Rome, where I was then working. It had its maiden flight 
on July 30th of that year, on a site I discovered myself.  R/C gliders were pretty rare in those days.  My boss 
Jaques Cocheme was a sailplane pilot from the heroic days – he was at the 1922 Itford meet, and for many 
years edited ‘Sailplane and Gliding’, with Philip Wills. 
  
The model went through many dramatic flights and several major crashes: only the fuselage escaped more or 
less intact.  Radios were not so reliable in those days, and its ‘MicroAvionics’ proportional locked on full 
down elevator at one point, but there was also a lot of learning to do before I was able to fly it reasonably 
well.  It flew in many spectacular sites, including above the 16th century castle of Roccasinibalda, the ski 
slopes of Terminillo (also a favourite with full-sized gliders from nearby Rieti), and in the early 1970’s, in a 
number of sites I found on the island of Ibiza.  Landings were often pretty rough and stony, and I twice 
rebuilt the wings, the last lot being cut to my specs by Pat Teakle.  These ones incorporated spoilers, torque 
actuated by a rocking link under the centre section. 
  
So, it is nearly 50 years old now, and I have dug it out from a heap of old models, put in a new radio, and 
rebuilt the balsa tailplane, which had got rather lumpy after many repairs, and was adding a lot of 
unnecessary weight.  Will my piloting skills be up to it after all these years?  It was quite a special beast, as 
the wing loading is fairly high (AUW 2.45 kilos and though it looks big with a 3m span, the area is only 
0.48 m2). You have to treat it with respect and use a tad of opposite aileron during thermalling, and avoid 
stalling it on the landing approach... It will seem very demanding after casual flights of a Zagi, dodging 
around among the craggy slopes of the Alpes Maritimes. 
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The other model I have been working on is a ‘full house’ version of the Tomboy Major.  Not eligible for 
competition though, as I have enlarged the span and chord and used a modern glider section. Reduced 
dihedral and added ailerons... sacrilege! I have added upswept wingtips, in the hope of bringing the tip 
vortex out a little further.  The idea is to make use of those low-level alpine thermals, which start where you 
can still see the model before it becomes a dot in your field glasses!  So far it seems to work pretty well, 
though the rate of climb is much lower: not a problem as the whole idea is to keep the flight envelope to 
heights more comfortable for my advancing years! 
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From Den 
 
 The Caulkheads had a smashing time at 
DMFG on the 22nd of July…..you may 
have noticed the wee-wee splat 
noises…..Mick had problems with his AE 
1.5 diesel fitted to a late 40’s Dervish 
design…..it’s not been run much and 
tightened at the top of a loop…..the 
resulting crash broke the fuselage…..my 
latest Cox kit prototype was on trials with 
a Golden Bee up front……cut while 
inverted testing the durability of the 

construction to its limits….apart from some shock tears there was little damage…… despite a hard knock 
the nose did not break off as it usually does when 
using the plastic engine bracket…..anticipating this 
problem the Pippin Mk 2 has a spruce nose 
stiffener and it seems to work….after repairing 
some shock breaks with CA the Pippin was ready to 
go again….the performance is fine….but I will have 
to fix the tank problem to check the Pippins full 
potential. I was also trying out motor/prop 
combinations on my old electric Stumpy 
hack…..bench testing had shown that using an IC 
prop could reduce power consumption by about a 
third with thrust dropping by about a 
quarter….worth a try….great for training but not 
for aerobatics…more splatting!  
I also managed a flight with my RC Major Tom 
design….this is based on the rubber powered Frog 
Tomtit but at 1.5 scale….I built it 10 years ago and have just refurbished it with a new motor and lighter 
servos…..great to get it flying again and it handled the blustery breeze well despite being a bit of a 

floater….at times the problem was getting it down 
there was so much lift…I noticed that the black 
turtleback covering was well wrinkled after the 
flight…. shows just how strong the sun was and the 
accompanying thermals.  
The CL trials and tribulations didn’t stop our 
enjoyment of the day and to offset the disasters 
there were culinary delights to be had at the 
Bedouin tent…..thanks to James and John and our 
compliments to the cake chefs. 
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Lumpers  48 inch wingspan for 1.5—2.5 cc engines to take all types of single channel radio control 
equipment. Designed and proven through hundreds of flights by G. L. Harber. Aero Modelelr June 
1963 
 
 

This 48 in toughie for single channel 
is the result of 3 years of 
development with the aim of 
producing the 
ultimate in simplicity and reliability. 
The original of this final design has, 
in 7 months, made over 230 flights 
with each flight averaging some 7 
minutes, that is a total of some 26 
hours airborne. 
Visits to typical rough Common land 
pointed to the need for a really 
reliable R/C job which could be 

carried 
in a balsa box strapped to the back of an enthusiastic lad on a bicycle:—Hence the detail of the two piece 
wing shown together with the detachable fin. With this 2 piece wing the “give” in the rods connecting the 
two halves allows an increase in dihedral, but this, and the small extra weight have little adverse effect on 
performance. 
Until the advent of Terrytone a Kraft was installed, both sets proving very reliable. The 
Tommytone/Terrytone pair give a range that is all that can be desired—still working perfectly with the plane 
a mere speck in the sky. 
The Bonnier Varicomp is driven by 3/16 in. rubber which certainly gives a greater range of turns than the 
recommended  ¼ in. rubber. 400 turns are normally applied to the rubber, which gives a safe number of 300 
movements. 
The conditions under which “Lumpers” is sometimes flown include over elephant grass country in Uganda 
where the blades are more like bamboo sticks and the leading edge to the wing needs some extra 
reinforcement. The nylon “whaleboning” stocked by haberdashery shops as stiffening for corsets proves 
ideal for the purpose. 
Commence construction by carefully cutting the formers from 1/8in. plywood. Cut out piece N 1 from 3/8in. 
sheet balsa and engine bearers to length. Place the cabin side of F 2 on greaseproof paper on a flat surface 
and apply P.V.A. glue to this, Nl and the bearers where necessary, to join and place together. Drop in F 1 for 
use as a spacer, but do not glue at this stage. Make sure that the bearers are square to F 2 between them and 
leave the dry whilst pieces N 2, 3, 4 and 5 are cut to shape. Next, the pieces N 2 are glued to the insides of N 
1 and F 2, and F 1 is glued into position, and again sufficient time is allowed for the P.V.A. glue to set whilst 
other tasks such as cutting fuselage sides and wing ribs proceed. 
The rugged nose assembly is then completed by screwing in the 8 B.A. screw through F 2 and bending this 
as shown and then glueing into position N 3, 4 and 5 followed by pieces of hardwood “chin”. Triangular 
pieces of 3/8 in sheet are glued into position forward of F 1 and underneath the bearers. 
The fuselage sides having been cut, the top and bottom parts are cemented together, placed over the plan and 
the positions of the formers and actuator carefully drawn on to them. Then all the reinforcement doublers are 
cemented into position, checking that the space left for the actuator on its panel is of the correct width to 
stop it moving about. Continue cementing pieces to the sides until the sides appear as sketched. 
With Bulldog clips, fasten the two side pieces with the outsides together, and ensure that the two sides are 
identical in every way, then drill all dowel holes. Now glue the sides to the nose and before pinning into 
position pull the tail end together to ensure that the sides really are parallel. F 3 can also be fitted at this 
stage. Next the tail end is chamfered and joined. F 4 can be glued into position together with the 3/16 in. 
square spacers. 
Place the actuator into position and temporarily pin on the 1/4 in. sheet underneath keeping the sides straight 
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between formers 2 and 3. Add ply to reinforce the dowel anchorage where shown, also fix the tail skid. , 
Glue short pieces of 1/4in. square balsa to each end of the four pin socket using P.V.A. or Evostick. Connect 
the two and four pin sockets together with a short piece of red wire soldered on, doubled back and tied to the 
tags; put the 2 pin plug in its socket and using this unit as a guide for position cut a hole through the fuselage 
side just large enough for the plug to pass through. Solder suitable lengths of wire to the folded down tags 
of the sockets, double them back and tie firmly to prevent the soldered joint being moved. 
Glue sockets into position. Solder the two wires black and green, to the actuator. . 
Glue the wiresa long the route to be followed with blobs of P.V.A. glue. 
Prepare the winder hatch cover from a small piece of hardwood (bearer) and ply and cut a suitable hole in 
the fuselage side to accommodate it. 
Cement the top of the fuselage, cut from 1/16 in. sheet. Glue on the ply undercarriage platform and the balsa 
pieces forward of this leaving them rough at this stage. Drill a 3/32 hole through the tail end to take the 
rudder actuating rod and prepare the complete torque rod as shown in detail on the plan. Place this rod into 
position, slip a short length of “whalebone”, with a 1/16 in. hole which forms the bearing, on to the rear 
wire and glue to the tail end. 1/16 in. ply may be used for the bearing instead of the nylon whalebone if 
preferred. Bend the rudder actuating rod as shown. 
Add all the balsa forming the underside of the fuselage with the exception of the 1/4 in. piece which is left 
pinned in position; the Bonner Varicomp actuator cam follower must be well soldered to the actuating rod 
before this last piece of the fuselage floor is glued in. 
Tie a reef knot in the ends of a 36 in. piece of 3/16 in. rubber and pull tight. Place into position in fuselage 
and put about 200 turns on to take up the slack. Clip the battery wires to a 41/2 volt battery, plug in receiver 
and shorting plug switch and check that the whole assembly is working smoothly with no friction anywhere 
when a signal is received. There is little in this layout to cause trouble except for the cam follower which 
must be absolutely square in its groove to prevent binding. The Elmic Commander escapement would act 
equally as well. 
When all is checked, remove the battery and switch (plug), remove the cam follower from the groove in the 
cam to enable the torque rod to rotate freely—this is to prevent undue strain—and remove the rubber drive. 
Cover the actuator with a piece of rag and start sanding to shape. Aft of the wing the fuselage may be sanded 
at the corners until the square stringers appear, when quite a slim looking fuselage results. 
Drill the undercarriage retaining dowel holes and holes for the wing retaining dowels. Remove the dowels. 
Cement two pieces of  1/8in. sheet together and fabricate the “windshield”. The wing retaining bands will 
hold this in place and the windshield in turn will hold the fuel bottle firmly in position when the time comes 
for operations. Dust the fuselage well and give a liberal coat of sanding sealer on the outside surfaces. 
The main plane construction is in deBolt style. Cover the plan with greaseproof paper and lay the wing 
portion over a dead flat surface into which pins may be pushed ad lib—i.e. not a piece of furniture! 
Pin down the bottom trailing edge sheet. Cement a 3/16 in. square spar on the edge of a 2 in strip of 1/16 in. 
sheet and pin this into position, placing scraps of 1/16 in. sheet under the forward edge of the sheet. Cement 
on the 6, 1/16 in. wing ribs to leading and trailing edge. Cement in the top spar. File very shallow slots into 
the  1/3in. by 1/4 in. leading edge and cement on to the ribs and lower sheet. Cement the top trailing edge 
strip into position. Cement into position the 3/16 in. centre rib at the angle shown and then the top leading 
edge sheeting followed by the four cap strips. The centre section sheet can then be cemented on and the 
whole should then be left as long as possible to thoroughly dry the cement. 
Lift from the board and cut the overlaps of spars and sheeting so that they all finish at the centre of the 3/16 
in. rib. Cement into position the 1/16 in. filling between the spars and the trailing edge in the inner bays. 
Fasten on the end plates to the spars and the end rib; sand to 
required shape and cover with sheet between rib and end 
plate. Finish the underside centre-section sheeting. 
For the port wing half the centre rib (on the starboard 
section) is pinned at the roof position of chain dot drg. 
and the starboard tip rib is packed up 3 in. above the board. 
Repeat the procedure adopted on the first section, ensuring 
that the ribs and sheeting meet at the centre of the 3/16 in. 
centre rib, thus forming the wing. If it is desired to build the 
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two piece wing to facilitate transportation, continue as before until the top trailing edge strip is cemented 
into position. The 3/32 in. centre rib is cemented and the panel allowed to dry thoroughly before it is lifted 
from the board. The starboard tip rib is packed up 21/2 in. above the board. The port wing centre rib is 
pinned to that of the starboard wing and building proceeds as for the latter. 
The two tubes must now be fastened very firmly into position and if the smaller tube is at all flexible it must 
be stiffened with a piece of hard balsa glued alongside. The space between the larger tube and the web 
between the spars is also filled with scrapwood and glue. Patches of plywood are fastened to the ribs to close 
the tubes and prevent the rods going too far in. Glue all around the spars once again before adding the top 
leading edge strips and sheeting to the centre sections. 
Allow to dry thoroughly and then sever the tubes between the two centre ribs with a razor saw. Complete the 
sheeting on the starboard wing panel. If the nylon strip is to be fixed to the leading edge this should now be 
done, otherwise a 3/32 in. by 1/4in. hard strip of balsa should be cemented on instead. 
Sand the leading edge to shape checking frequently that the leading edge shape is being maintained. Sand 
wing all over, dust off, and apply a liberal coat of sealer to all parts the covering will touch. 
Soft balsa should be used throughout the tailplane construction, which is a built up rib type. Cover the plan 
with greaseproof paper and pin down the 3/8 in. square leading edge and1/4in, square trailing edge. Add the 
1/4in. square reinforcement at the trailing edge centre where shown, followed by the two centre ribs which 
are tapered from  3/8in. to 1/4 in. in a straight line. Next add the 3/8in. square reinforcement at the centre of 
the leading edge. Now cement in all the diagonal ribs, all of which are tapered from 3/8 in. to 1/4 in. Cut the 
tips from 3/16 in. sheet and cement into position and then cement the spar to all ribs. Cut the dummy 
elevators and carry out as much shaping as is possible before cementing in place. 
Next is the rather tedious business of cutting the 36 small triangular fillets from a strip of 3/16 in. by 1/16 in. 
balsa (1/8 in. at centre ribs). 
Construction of the fin is very straightforward. The 1/8 in. ply insert is only used if the detachable fin is to 
be made for its use is to anchor a piece of 1/8 in. dowel or bamboo over which the tailplane retaining rubber 
bands pass to hold the fin in place. 
The fin and rudder are best covered with tissue but the whole of the remainder of the plane should be 
covered with nylon. Those “Lumpers” already flying, at 4,000 ft. above sea level, are all finished with two 
additional coats of dope and followed by Humbrol Plastic Enamel which is fuel proof. The total weight 
ranges between 2 lb. 6 ozs. for a model with a wing of lighter construction to 2 lb. 12 ozs. for one with the 
two piece wing. A tin plate cowl is well worth using as it keeps the plane remarkably clean. In the Uganda 
climate one can pack an English year of flying into a month. Here is a plane for many years use if you can 
resist the temptation to move on to multi! 
 
 
 
 
Dear James, 
 
I am not on Facebook, and don't intend to join, but I really fancy building one of these!  Bit of a contrast to 
the Skylark 4: a real retro stick and tissue machine.  Do any of your readers know who this guy is? 
 
Stephen 
 
Transmis par Laurent PIPAR. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/zagi.chile/videos/2189259644629285/?t=00 
 
 
Génial. 
--  
Amicalement 
         Le “Secrétaire & Webmaster Gilbert COURBARON” 

https://www.facebook.com/zagi.chile/videos/2189259644629285/?t=00
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Showscene, from Dave Bishop of DB Sound. 
 
Well it was a bit of history being made for yours truly when we drove to the second Old Warden’s Modelair 
event on Friday July 20 to be ready for the Saturday and Sunday July 21 – 22. I haven’t had the pleasure of 
taking my wife Jan with to go there with the caravan for over a year due to so many cancelations of her 
much needed knee operation. We were all set to go up from Tatsfield around the mid-week before the event 
so as to dodge the pre – Queen Elizabeth bridge Friday traffic queuing but we were stuffed by an hospital 
request to see my wife on the Friday afternoon at Pembury hospital. So we managed to leave our Village of 
Tatsfield by 5.30 pm and finally dropped the caravan jacks at Old Warden by 8.15pm. My word it was very 
hot and sticky and that persisted for the whole weekend but it certainly didn’t stop any modellers coming to 
Modelair in their hundreds complete with so many model aeroplanes. I just love that place which gives me 
so many vibes that I simply cannot explain and as I explained to listeners when I was presenting aeroplanes 
at the radio control flight line, if I win the European Lottery I will buy the place and everyone will be able to 
come there for free.  
I should point out that the sound system I was asked to use on the R/C flightline belongs to a smashing hard 
working farmer Andrew and it was nice of him to invite yours truly to have some words “to the people” 
which I loved doing. It’s a funny thing that I really miss the weekly preparing of my DB Sound equipment 
having retired (or tried to) last September 2017. And above all I really miss the chatting to my audiences, 
mum’s, dad’s and the children so much, which is something that I have been doing for over 62 years.  
But there is a plus to being “free” without a timesheet inasmuch as I can have a good old catch-up chat to 
lots of people of whom I have only seen the backs of their heads from my commentary box for so many 
years. And I can have a mossy all over Old Warden and see the many disciplines in action close too and take 
pictures as well. I dearly love the free flight radio assist section on the left hand side of the place where there 
are models like the original rubber powered Keil Kraft Gypsy now all electric powered of course 
thermalising their way upwards and then being gently guided back to the landing with a slight rudder control 
all on 2.4 gigahertz. Aren’t we so lucky that so many modellers can fly their radio models without having a 
whole team of people giving out tabs/pegs at transmitter control? Nowadays you’ll hardy see anyone on 35 
Megahertz in fact there was only one (apparently) which was the “birthday boy” James Gordon who was 
with his team running the R/C flightline. How many of you readers remember queuing up when it was single 
channel bang-bang one at a time flying? 
The trade line at Old Warden was great and the fitness guru Leon Cole of Belair introduced me to his latest 
1960’s/70’s/80’s aerobatic kits (including the new Taurus) all boxed up and covered with super coloured 
transfers which make them all exciting even before you have opened the lid. Ali senior was there with his 
wife Jane along with Mike Clanford (Mr Engines) and his family. It was good to see SAM 35 and SAMS 
models alongside each other and near to Keith and Christine Lomax always giving out the gen to everyone 
on behalf of the good old BMFA. The next and final Modelair Old Warden event for this 2018 is on 
September 22 – 23 which is the Festival of Flight run by Ken and Sheila Sheppard. And there is the 
wonderful biggest show in the UK which is the BMFA National Flying championships in August which is a 
“must go to” event especially for the Fun Fly area.   So with time being a wee bit short I’ll sum up this 
month with giving many thanks to everyone at Old Warden and there’ll be lots more pictures of the other 
people that were part of the fabulous weekend and other stuff next month. All the best from Dave Bishop 
and if you would care to email the address is davedbsound@gmail.com It would be nice to hear from you 
please?  
Sevenoaks Club member Jim Frisby sent me this short piece and the couple of pictures as follows; Hi James, 
Just read your mag forwarded to me by 7oaks club mate Dave Bishop, I thought you might like the attached 
photos of my very old Super 60. It was built by club mate Glyn Cooper over 30 years ago. Sadly Glyn is no 
longer with us but his plane lives on as the clubs primary trainer and all the pupils love it, it's so relaxing to 
fly and very forgiving. Last year it was involved in a mid air collision and I did consider writing it off, but I 
thought Glyn would have been disappointed so the work was done and she's as good as new now. Regards 
Jim Frisby ( 7oaks club trainer ). 
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The Super 60 of Sevenoaks club member Jim Frisby. 

 

 
Another fine flight by the Super 60 of Sevenoaks club member Jim Frisby. 
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Well known fast model builder (and seller) Brian Bull and his wife Pat with customer John Burrows at 

Old Warden having just bought this model “Miss Molly”. 
 

 
Many people come to Old Warden from overseas and these two are from Holland - Jon Klok and his 
partner Miranda. They were fresh from the previous week’s world championships in France.   
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A Super WW1 Sopwith at Old Warden built by Ian Nelson from Norwich at 80” wingspan sports scale 

with a Laser 150 up front and an 18x6 propeller. The name on the model is “Flossie”. 
 

 
Mrs Belair with her son Edward showing off the new Belair kits with lots of super colour on their many 
different kits. 
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Yet another “newbie” kit from Len Cole of Belair the way back pleasing aerobatic winner Taurus of 
which hundreds were built and flown.  
 

 
Trader - Jon Porter of Micro Aces showing off his latest creation of radio controlled miniature 
aeroplanes. His range includes Sopwith triplane –Airco DHC2- D7 – D8- Sopwith Camel- SE5a- Bristol 
fighter and many more.  
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Britain’s number one aeroplane journalist and RCM&E reporter is Alex Whittaker with his mate Brian 
Taylor from the Croydon club and lives at Bodiham.  
 

 
The well-known and talented Mick Henderson travelled some 536 miles to get from his home to Old 
Warden and flew his newly built Falcon designed way back by Albert Hatful. Mick’s many beautiful 
paintings can be seen in many places including Old Warden. A lovely talented man and modeller.  
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Andrew brings along his own set of PA gear to the radio control flight line which he kindly asked me to 
present the aeroplanes to the watching public on both days of the latest Modelair. His scratch built SE5a 
was beautifully detailed and is some 30 years old. A laser 150 supplies the pulling power and it has 
“everything including full instrumentation”. He manages about 5 flights per year with it so he said.  
 

 
One of the most popular people at Old Warden who with his team always running the radio controlled 
area’s flight line is James Gordon who celebrated his birthday with a cake kindly supplied by the Croydon 
Clubs chairman’s wife Sue Royall. Behind the (part) picture is a large crowd singing “happy birthday to 
you”.            
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FLITEHOOK 
 

Indoor Free Flight Meeting 
West Totton Centre, Hazel Farm Road, Totton, Southampton, SO40 8WU 

 
Contact: Tel. 02380 861541 
E-mail flitehook@talktalk.net 

 
Café on Site 

 
Flyers £8  

Juniors & Spectators Free  Flyers must be BMFA Members  
 

Sundays 10.00a.m. to 4.00p.m. 
 

2018 
 

9th September 2018 
14th October 2018 

11th November 2018 
9th December 2018 
30th December 2018 

 
2019 

13thJanuary 2019 
10th February 2019 
10th March 2019 
14th April 2019 

 
Small Electric Scale 
 
Belair Kits are very pleased to have commissioned 
renowned scale designer, Peter Rake to produce a 
range of small electric scale models. 
Wingspans are typically around 36 inch (1m) and 
all suit the economical 400 brushless motors and 

mini servos.  All airframes are of traditional all wood construction and no mouldings are required. Each 
aircraft has been thorughly flight tested and are all proven fliers. 
 
Call Belair on 01362 668658 or visit their online shop at www.belairkits.com   

 
Here are just three of the growing collection see all the others on our website 

 
DH82 Tiger Moth - small electric scale 
range 
Ref: res-dh82 

We are very pleased to add the DH82 Tiger Moth to 
our small electric scale range - a truely iconic 
aircraft. 

mailto:flitehook@talktalk.net
http://www.belairkits.com/
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Our Tiger Moth is designed to 1.23": 1ft with a wingspan of 36 inches. It suits 150 watt brushless setups 
with 2 cell lipoly batteries and three channel control - ESC, Rudder and elevator. 

Designed exclusively for Belair Kits by Peter Rake, this model is a proven flier and quick to build. Its size 
means it can be left in one piece and fits in even small cars. 

The parts set includes many sheets of graded balsa and plywood sheets, accurately laser cut, plus a three 
sheet plan and build manual. 

Model Specifcations 

36 inch wingspan for 150 watt brushless motors, 2 cell lipoly batteries and small electric radio - ESC, 
Rudder and Elevator. 

Price: £70.00 Inc VAT       77.00 USD | 82.87 EUR 

Albatros DV - 39" electric scale parts set 

Ref: res-ald5 

Our Albatros is modelled at 1.31"/1' with a wingspan of 
39.3 inches. Designed by Peter Rake exclusively for 
Belair, the model is fully CAD designed and features 
laser cut parts. Construction is straightforward and 
features modern methods. 

Includes balsa, plywood and basswood parts for 
fuselage sides, formers, bulkheads, wing ribs, trailing 
edges with rib slots cut, outlines for all flying surfaces, 
interplane struts, tail skid, fuselage crutch, tail skid, plus 

smaller handy parts. Fuselage is built on central crutch system. 

Specifcations of the Albatros DV 

39.3 inch span, scale 1.31"/1' for small electric power setups of around 150W. 4 channel radio required - 
ESC, rudder, aileron, elevator and rudder. Full size 3 sheet plan with constructional guide included 

Price: £70.00 Inc VAT 
77.00 USD | 82.87 EUR 
 
 
 
Pietenpol Air Camper - Electric scale 
45" 
Ref: res-piet 

Parts set and plan for the original 20's American 
homebuilt - Pietenpol Air Camper.  

Our model is traditional all wood construction 
and features a multi sheet plan and accurate laser 
cut parts. Formers, fuselage sides, wing ribs, 
trailing edges, landing gear mounts, cowl parts 



 
 

51 

plus many smaller parts are included. Builder will need to supply their own stripwood and covering. 

Specifications 

45 inch span for 400 size brushless setups. 4 channel control - ESC, rudder, elevator and ailerons. 
Scale 1.5":1ft 

RRP: £60.00 Inc VAT 
Price: £70.00 Inc VAT 
77.00 USD | 82.87 EUR 
 

 
Regards, 
Leon Cole 
Belair Kits 

Tel: +44 (0)1362 668658 
www.belairkits.com 

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Belair-Kits/1448177428736984 
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